
 

Things You Should Know about People with a Developmental Disability 

1. They are people first. People who have a developmental disability are people who need a Savior, 

like everyone else. 

2. They are people “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14) like everyone else. 

3. They are people who have abilities and should not be viewed in terms of what they cannot do, 

like everyone else. 

4. They are people who need to be included, to experience a sense of belonging, like everyone 

else. 

5. They are people who need friends, like everyone else. 

6. They are people who want to contribute to the body of Christ, the church—not just being in, but 

belonging to the church. 

7. They are people who want and need to fully participate in the corporate and individual 

moments of speaking with God and hearing his Word, like everyone else.  

8. 80% of families who have a loved one with a developmental disability are unchurched.  

 

What Can You Do? 

As WELS Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Ministry (IDDM) works to provide resources and 

guidance for families, pastors, teachers, congregations, and communities, we need you to prayerfully 

consider how you can be involved.  

Visit the IDDM website at: wels.net/iddm  

Visit Light for Parents, which helps families of children with extraordinary needs and helps churches 

serve such families in their congregations: lightforparents.com 

Join us on Facebook: @IntellectualAndDevelopmentalDisabilitiesMinistry and Light for Parents 

Visit our WELS partner ministry, Jesus Cares Ministries: tlha.org/jesus-cares-ministries 

Contact us at:   WELS Special Ministries - IDDM 

  N16W23377 Stone Ridge Drive 

  Waukesha, WI  53188-1108 

  (414) 256-3241 

  specialministries@wels.net 

https://wels.net/serving-you/christian-life/special-ministries/intellectual-and-developmental-disabilities/
https://www.lightforparents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/IntellectualAndDevelopmentalDisabilitiesMinistry
https://www.facebook.com/Light-for-Parents-100490668282577/
http://www.tlha.org/jesus-cares-ministries

