PRAYER BEFORE AN ELECTION  

With the invitation of our gracious heavenly Father and the confidence of his Spirit who intercedes for us and with the directive of Scriptures to pray for "kings and those in authority."  We pray, 
Our Father who Art in Heaven: 

Heavenly Father, we are glad that we are not going to the polls today to elect our God for the next four years.  We thank you that as leaders and official change around us, we never have to worry about you changing.  At the end of the day as the votes are tallied, the blessing is that you are and still will be our Father and we your dear children.  While we count it a privilege to call America home, how much greater privilege it is to call you "Father." 

Hallowed be your name. 

Your name is certainly holy by itself, but we pray that we would always give a clear witness to your name.  Forgive us for those things we have done "in your name" that do not give clear picture to all of who you are.  Use us as your people to carry your name to all people in America and the world.  Over come the affects of Satan who brings many to throw your name aside or callously drag it through the mud.  Let us as your people have opportunity to proclaim your name with boldness and clarity. 

Your kingdom come. 

As you told Pilate, we too realize, your kingdom is not of this world.  We marvel that your kingdom has been expanded through many generations and in many countries under many different kinds of government.  We ask your mercy to again provide governing officials to our land that will allow the free spread of your Gospel that your Spirit might work with power one heart at a time to bring people to their eternal kingdom in heaven. 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Your ultimate will is the salvation of souls.  Grant your grace on this country that your Word may be freely proclaimed without threat of persecution.  Let us see ourselves as your spokes people to bring your salvation to people.  As you guide the affairs of your people and your Church, we also know you will guide the affairs of governments and elections to allow your plan to continue – even if those in authority do not acknowledge you as God. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

As we see our economy stagger and our financial worth dwindle, we fall before you to repent of our excess and materialistic mindsets.  You have chosen to "take away" for a time that we might individually and as a country realize the truth  - You are the provider of daily food and with that we can be content.  In your mercy allow for leadership that will allow individuals to have daily bread and for all to recognize that whether it is given or earned, our daily bread is from you. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

It is easy to look at candidates and point out their sins.  It is harder for us to honestly do the same for ourselves. Lead us this day to honestly examine our hearts by the light of your word to weed out pet sins that we continue to succumb to.  Lead us to your cross where we find complete forgiveness for all sin.  Lead us to draw on the power of your forgiveness to give forgiveness to all who have wronged us. 

Lead us not into temptation. 

No matter what the outcome of the day's activity is, let none of us find excuse to turn off our Christian light and let it shine.  Let us give the honor due to whoever is elected, even if it wasn't our choice.  Let us not be tempted to break the laws of the land, even if they would not be our policy.  Give us your Spirit to enable us to avoid temptation to sin and rather live a life that is always glorifying to you. 

But deliver us from evil. 

Protect our nation from the influence of Satan.  The "father of lies" has deceived many to believe that you, your Word and the Christian faith are the enemy to society.  Perspective on life and its value have permeated minds.  Personal choice is championed above Spiritual truth.  Satan is working hard to eliminate Christianity and replace it with humanism and other damning philosophies.  Allow to take office those that will keep evil in check and provide for the peace of your people and the free proclamation of your word. 

For yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory forever and ever. 

We rejoice that you don't need polls or election to give you your kingdom and power.  It is yours, for you are God.  Lead all in America and around the world to confess this with a heart of faith.  Let us rest on this reality that no government would have power unless you allow them to exist.  This day will bring new leadership to a land, but the leadership of the universe remains unchanging.  To you alone, LORD, be the glory! 

AMEN 

With 100% confidence I pray this.  Knowing that you will hear and answer according to your gracious will. 

May you LORD, continue to bless America!

