Prayer of the Church - Memorial Day 
P:  Let us pray to God our heavenly Father who hears our prayers for the sake of his Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

P:   Heavenly Father, we come to you this day remembering with gratitude the service and sacrifice your Son offered that we might be your very own sons and daughters by faith in Jesus Christ.   Your love for the wayward and the wandering led you to offer up the one ultimate sacrifice on the tree of the cross that would atone for our sin and guilt.   Gratefully we offer our thanks and praise this day that in Jesus you have made us at one with you and given us pardon and peace in him.   
C:   To you, heavenly Father, we offer our heads, our hearts, our hands in thanks and praise.    

P:   Gracious Lord, Giver of all that is good, we come to you this day also remembering with gratitude and thanksgiving the sacrifices others have made that we might live in the freedoms we now enjoy.   We remember those who serve our nation in the military; those who have willingly offered their service for the good of others; and those who have offered their lives to defend and protect our liberty.    

C:  For these gracious gifts, O God, we gratefully offer our thanks and praise.  
P:   Lord Jesus, you promise to send the Holy Spirit to serve as our Comforter, our Counselor.   Comfort the families of those who have lost loved ones in service to our nation.  Counsel those families who struggle with the challenges of being separated from loved ones serving far from home.   Bring help and comfort to soldiers of every stripe and rank who are tempted by fears and failings that easily lead to discouragement and despair.   Be their help and shield that they may be confirmed in Christ, comforted in time of trial, and encouraged to draw strength from the Savior who knows them, loves them, and works all things for their saving good.   
C:   Dear Lord Jesus, we ask in mercy that you would hear our prayer.
P:  Holy Spirit, Giver and Defender of the faith, we offer our thanks to you this day that you have entrusted us with weapons to fight the warfare that is all around us.   Be with our nation and its people.  Protect us with the armor of God, that we be given strength to fight against Satan’s schemes that would undermine our faith.   Arm us with the Word of God.  Shield us with the righteousness of Christ.  Protect us by the salvation he has won for us, that our daily battles may make us ever more dependent on your power, not our own.   

C:   Spirit of God, empower us to wield these weapons with courage.  

Hear us as we bring to you our personal prayers and petitions.

P:   Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through our Savior, Jesus Christ, who also taught us to pray … 
C:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 


hallowed be thy name, 


thy kingdom come,  


thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 





       Give us this day our daily bread; 


and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  




For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.



or

C:  
Our Father in heaven, 


hallowed be your name, 


your kingdom come, 


your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

 
Psalm 46 (page 84 CW) may be used in connection with this prayer.
Suggested hymns:   618, 610, 551, 402
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