TEACHER’S GUIDE - LIFE SKILLS – MAKING DIFFICULT DECISIONS
Seeking God’s Direction for Decisions We Face
OPENING PRAYER: 

Lord, we ask you to guide our thoughts and our ways each day.  Help us to learn to trust in your promises and to think on spiritual things, not on the ways of the world.  Help us to appreciate your wisdom that we learn from the Bible, and also to appreciate our Christian friends.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen!
OPENING THOUGHTS:

· When you face a difficult decision, what do you look at? (Various answers)
· How do you work things out so you can make a decision? (Various answers)
· Share a decision that worked out the way you wanted. (Various answers)
· Share a decision that later you realized was wrong. (Various answers)
TWO EXAMPLES FROM GOD’S WORD:
· Read Acts 6:1-7: Seven Leaders Are Chosen 

 1 In those days the number of believers was growing. The Jews who followed Greek practices complained against the Jews who followed only Jewish practices. They said that the widows of men who followed Greek practices were not being taken care of. They weren't getting their fair share of food each day. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the believers together. They said, "It wouldn't be right for us to give up teaching God's word in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven of your men. They must be known as men who are wise and full of the Holy Spirit. We will turn this important work over to them. 4 Then we can give our attention to prayer and to teaching the word."  5 This plan pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen. He was full of faith and of the Holy Spirit. Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon and Parmenas were chosen too. The group also chose Nicolas from Antioch. He had accepted the Jewish faith. 6 The group brought them to the apostles. Then the apostles prayed and placed their hands on them. 7 So God's word spread. The number of believers in Jerusalem grew quickly. Also, a large number of priests began to obey Jesus' teachings. 
· Read Joshua 9:3-27:  3 The people of Gibeon heard about what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai. 4 So they decided to trick the people of Israel. They packed supplies as if they were going on a long trip. They loaded their donkeys with old sacks and old wineskins. The wineskins were cracked but had been mended. 5 The men put worn-out sandals on their feet. The sandals had been patched. The men also wore old clothes. All of the bread they took along was dry and moldy. 6 They went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal. They spoke to him and the men of Israel. They said, "We've come from a country that's far away. Make a peace treaty with us." 7 The men of Israel spoke to the Hivites. They said, "But suppose you live close to us. If you do, we can't make a peace treaty with you." 8 "We'll serve you," they said to Joshua. But Joshua asked, "Who are you? Where do you come from?" 9 They answered, "We've come from a country that's very far away. We've come because the Lord your God is famous. We've heard reports about him. We've heard about everything he did in Egypt. 10 "We've heard about everything he did to Sihon and Og. They were the two kings of the Amorites. They ruled east of the Jordan River. Sihon was the king of Heshbon. Og was the king of Bashan. He ruled in Ashtaroth. 11 "Our elders and all of the people who are living in our country spoke to us. They said, 'Take supplies for your trip. Go and meet the people of Israel. Say to them, "We'll serve you. Make a peace treaty with us."' 12 "Look at our bread. It was warm when we packed it. We packed it at home on the day we left to come and see you. But look at how dry and moldy it is now. 13 When we filled these wineskins, they were new. But look at how cracked they are now. And our clothes and sandals are worn out because we've traveled so far." 14 The men of Israel looked over the supplies those men had brought. But they didn't ask the Lord what they should do. 15 Joshua made a peace treaty with the men who had come. He agreed to let them live. The leaders of the community took an oath to show that they agreed with the treaty. 16 The people of Israel made a peace treaty with the people of Gibeon. But three days later they heard that the people of Gibeon lived close to them. 17 So the people of Israel started out to go to the cities of those men. On the third day they came to Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. 18 But they didn't attack those cities. That's because the leaders of the community had taken an oath and made a peace treaty with them. They had taken the oath in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. The whole community told the leaders they weren't happy with them. 19 But all of the leaders answered, "We've made a peace treaty with them. We've taken an oath in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. So we can't touch them now. 20 "But here is what we'll do to them. We'll let them live. Then the Lord's anger won't fall on us because we didn't keep the oath we took." 21 They continued, "Let them live. But let them cut wood and carry water for the whole community." So the leaders kept their promise to them. 22 Joshua sent for the people of Gibeon. He said, "Why did you trick us? You said, 'We live far away from you.' But in fact you live close to us. 23 So now you are under a curse. You will always serve us. You will always cut wood and carry water for the house of my God." 24 They answered Joshua, "We were clearly told what the Lord your God had commanded his servant Moses to do. He commanded him to give you the whole land. He also ordered him to wipe out all of its people to make room for you. So we were afraid you would kill us. That's why we tricked you. 25 We are now in your hands. Do to us what you think is good and right." 26 So Joshua saved the people of Gibeon. He didn't let the people of Israel kill them. 27 That day he made them cut wood and carry water. They had to serve the community of Israel. They also had to serve at the altar of the Lord at the place where he would choose to put it. And they still serve the people of Israel to this very day.
1. What two different lessons do we learn from these accounts?
In the Acts account note how they clearly laid out the problem and sought a solution that would be in accord with God’s will and then followed through and did it. Lesson 1 – Clarify the problem, seek God’s will and follow through.
In the Joshua account they were concerned about whether the people “from far away” were telling the truth but they did not check it out and more importantly they did not take it to the Lord in prayer to seek his guidance. Lesson 2 – There are consequences when we “do our own thing” and do not seek his advice and counsel.

GOD ENCOURAGES US TO SEEK HIS HELP:

· Read James 1:2-7: Facing All Kinds of Trouble 

2 My brothers and sisters, you will face all kinds of trouble. When you do, think of it as pure joy. 3 Your faith will be put to the test. You know that when that happens it will produce in you the strength to continue. 4 The strength to keep going must be allowed to finish its work. Then you will be all you should be. You will have everything you need. 5 If any of you need wisdom, ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone. He doesn't find fault. 6 But when you ask, you must believe. You must not doubt. People who doubt are like waves of the sea. The wind blows and tosses them around. 7 A man like that shouldn't expect to receive anything from the Lord. 

· Read Ecclesiastes 11:6: 6 In the morning plant your seeds. In the evening keep your hands busy. You don't know what will succeed. It may be one or the other. Or both might do equally well.
· Read Proverbs 10:1-6: 1 These are the proverbs of Solomon. A wise son makes his father glad. But a foolish son brings sorrow to his mother. 2 Riches that are gained by sinning aren't worth anything. But doing what is right saves you from death. 3 The Lord gives those who do right the food they need. But he lets those who do wrong go hungry. 4 Hands that don't want to work make you poor. But hands that work hard bring wealth to you. 5 A child who gathers crops in summer is wise. But a child who sleeps at harvest time brings shame. 6 Blessings are like crowns on the heads of those who do right. But the trouble caused by what sinners say destroys them.
· Read Proverbs 11:14: Without the guidance of good leaders a nation falls. But many good advisers can save it.
· Read Proverbs 12:15: The way of a foolish person seems right to him. But a wise person listens to advice.
· Read Proverbs 13:24: Those who don't correct their children hate them. But those who love them are careful to train them.
· Read Proverbs 16:3: Commit to the Lord everything you do. Then your plans will succeed.
2. Why do we fail to use the help the Lord offers?
We like to think that we can handle things ourselves and that we do not need anyone else’s help or guidance, not even God’s!
WHERE ELSE CAN WE GO FOR ADVICE AND COUNSEL?

· Read Proverbs 23:22, 24: 22 Listen to your father, who gave you life. Don't hate your mother when she is old. 24 The father of a godly child is very happy. Anyone who has a wise child is glad.
· Read Proverbs 24:5-6: 5 A wise man has great power. A man who has knowledge increases his strength. 6 If you go to war, you need guidance. If you want to win, you need many good advisers.
· Read Acts 6:5-7: (See page 1)
3. Where else should we go for good counsel and advice?

Anyone whom we know we can trust to give us an honest answer – not just the answer we want.  Usually our parents know us better than we might realize because they have seen us in action since day one so their advice can be very helpful if they can give that advice without being too emotionally involved. Certainly a pastor (chaplain) can help, too.
WHAT IF YOU ASKED GOD FOR HELP AND A DECISION IS STILL NOT CLEAR?

· Read Romans 8:28, 32:  28 We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him. He appointed them to be saved in keeping with his purpose. 32 God did not spare his own Son. He gave him up for us all. Then won't he also freely give us everything else?
· Read Psalm 143:8: In the morning let me hear about your faithful love, be-cause I've put my trust in you. Show me the way I should live, because I pray to you.
· Read Proverbs 3:5-6:  5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways remember him. Then he will make your paths smooth and straight.
4. How do you make that decision if God’s will is not clear?

We will trust that the Lord will make the decision come out right even if we might not make the best decision – and he will!
HOW WILL YOU MAKE A DECISION IF ONE OF THESE ISSUES FACES YOU?
· Finding work?
· Deciding where to live or when to move?
· Finding a partner for life?
· Deciding to visit some old friends?
· Going fishing on Sunday morning?
· You’re given tickets to go to “Six Flags” theme park?
Note:  In all of these examples it is important to consider what the implications are when the decision is made.  For example, if the person is a recovering alcoholic he would not want to take a job as a bartender.  In a similar way one would not want to live in an area where the person had gotten into trouble earlier because of the influence of friends, etc.  A registered sex offender would not want to violate his parole by sneaking off to Six Flags where there would be many children.  The list can go on and on.
APPLY WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED:

5. Give an example from your own life where you made a decision that involved God’s direction (similar to what you have learned today).

Various answers.
CLOSING PRAYER:

Lord, we face decisions every day.  Help us appreciate the need to take the decisions we face to you in prayer.  Give us wisdom to be able to separate the easier one from the more difficult ones.  We know that you will guide us each day, but help us learn to be responsive to what we learn from the scriptures.  Guide us by your ways, not by our ways!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen!
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