LIFE SKILLS – MALE LEADERSHIP
Facing Challenges in Your Life
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Opening Thoughts 

· Have there been times when you were not able to face your challenges, or deal with them in a positive way? 
· Have you at times found that just thinking about your questions and issues was challenging?

· Have you sometimes simply ignored your problems/issues, even major problems?
Statement: We live in a world that expects a man to take care of ‘his business,’ that is, to show leadership.

Look at an example of a person who struggled with his ‘macho’ image. When he was age 40, when he ‘had it made,’ so to speak, he committed murder.
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Read: Exodus 2: 11-25:  11 Moses grew up. One day, he went out to where his own people were. He watched them while they were hard at work. He saw an Egyptian hitting a Hebrew man. The man was one of Moses' own people. 12 Moses looked around and didn't see anyone. So he killed the Egyptian. Then he hid his body in the sand. 13 The next day Moses went out again. He saw two Hebrew men fighting. He asked the one who had started the fight a question. He said, "Why are you hitting another Hebrew man?"  14 The man said, "Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking about killing me as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses became afraid. He thought, "People must have heard about what I did." 15 When Pharaoh heard about what had happened, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses escaped from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian. There he sat down by a well. 16 A priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came to fill the stone tubs with water. They wanted to give water to their father's flock. 17 Some shepherds came along and drove the women away. But Moses got up and helped them. Then he gave water to their flock. 18 The young women returned to their father Reuel. He asked them, "Why have you returned so early today?" 19 They answered, "An Egyptian saved us from the shepherds. He even got water for us and gave it to the flock."  20 "Where is he?" he asked his daughters. "Why did you leave him? Invite him to have something to eat."  21 Moses agreed to stay with the man. And the man gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses to be his wife. 22 Zipporah had a son by him. Moses named him Gershom. Moses said, "I'm an outsider in a strange land."  23 After a long time, the king of Egypt died. The people of Israel groaned because they were slaves. They also cried out to God. Their cry for help went up to him. 24 God heard their groans. He remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites with favor. He was concerned about them. 
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Background (Exodus 1:8-22) 
The Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, had ordered that all Jewish babies, two years old and younger, be killed.  God provided a miraculous way for Moses’ mother to see her baby survive and he grew up in the Pharaoh’s palace. 
Questions 
1. How did Moses’ mother arrange to be sure that baby Moses would live?

2. Since Moses was raised in the Pharaoh’s palace, how would you describe his life-style?

3. What was behind Moses’ decision to kill the Egyptian labor foreman?

4. Even though Moses lived in the Pharaoh’s palace, why do you think the Pharaoh declared him a run-away criminal, and made him a fugitive?

5. Comment on Moses’ family and their major loss of support and possible discrimination.

Application to our lives

6. In most countries, why is murder such a serious crime?  
7. What God-given law deals with murder and violence against people?

8. All men are given the responsibility to care for others, especially their wife, their children and their parents.  Why is this responsibility so difficult  to handle at times, that is, to carry out?

9. Male leadership is not easy; it requires a focus and at times can be challenging.  Moses’ fleeing to the wilderness would be similar to living in a jail or prison for a time.  No comforts, likely not very much food, loneliness, and worries about his family in Egypt.  Discuss…

10. So, how does a man face challenges of male leadership in a positive, confident way?  What must he remember?  

11. What could Moses have done to find assistance for his serious lack of male leadership?

12. What has this lesson taught you that you can use in your life?

Closing Prayer

Additional reading: ‘Free to Live’ Booklet (WELS PMC) No. 9
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