TEACHER’S GUIDE - LIFE SKILLS – DO YOU WANT TO SUCCEED?
What Will Make the Difference?

Note: The following questions are only to get the student thinking about him/herself.  Don’t spend a lot of time on the questions.  Come back to them at the end of the lesson if you have time.

Opening Thoughts 

· Success is an American tradition.  We tend to admire people who succeed; we look up to them.  

· Do you wonder if these Life-Skills courses are really going to do any good for you?  

· Is it beneficial to look deeply into yourself?

· How can we learn to make good decisions and follow through with positive actions in our lives?

· Yes, you can be successful – and knowing the challenges that are ahead of you will help you!
What Do You Need to be Successful?
· The Bible, God’s inspired Word!

· There are many Bible translations.  The following three are recommended because of their accuracy and easy of reading.

· The New International Version (NIV)

· The New Testament in Everyday American English (EAE)

· The New International Readers’ Version (NIrV) – an easier “read” of the NIV and used in this Bible study
· You need to study, learn and believe what God has revealed in the Bible. 

· The Apostle Peter is an example from the Bible of a person who was focused on success but often let pride and confidence in himself get the best of him.

· The Lord showed Peter the right kind of success and this is a lesson for us. 

Read:  Matthew 14: 25-31: 25 Early in the morning, Jesus went out to the disciples. He walked on the lake. 26 They saw him walking on the lake and were terrified. "It's a ghost!" they said. And they cried out in fear.  27 Right away Jesus called out to them, "Be brave! It is I. Don't be afraid."  28 "Lord, is it you?" Peter asked. "If it is, tell me to come to you on the water."  29 "Come," Jesus said. So Peter got out of the boat. He walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But when Peter saw the wind, he was afraid. He began to sink. He cried out, "Lord! Save me!" 31 Right away Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "Your faith is so small!" he said. "Why did you doubt me?" 

Luke 22:24-34, 56-62:  24 They (the disciples) also started to argue. They disagreed about which of them was thought to be the most important person.  25 Jesus said to them, "The kings of the nations hold power over their people. And those who order them around call themselves Protectors. 26 But you must not be like that. Instead, the most important among you should be like the youngest. The one who rules should be like the one who serves.  27 "Who is more important? Is it the one at the table, or the one who serves? Isn't it the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You have stood by me during my troubles. 29 And I give you a kingdom, just as my Father gave me a kingdom. 30 Then you will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. And you will sit on thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel.  31 "Simon, Simon! Satan has asked to sift you disciples like wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon. I have prayed that your faith will not fail. When you have turned back, help your brothers to be strong."  33 But Simon replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death."  34 Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, you will say three times that you don't know me. And you will do it before the rooster crows today." 
 56 A female servant saw him sitting there in the firelight. She looked closely at him. Then she said, "This man was with Jesus."  57 But Peter said he had not been with him. "Woman, I don't know him," he said. 58 A little later someone else saw Peter. "You also are one of them," he said. "No," Peter replied. "I'm not!"  59 About an hour later, another person spoke up. "This fellow must have been with Jesus," he said. "He is from Galilee." 60 Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!"  Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked right at Peter. Then Peter remembered what the Lord had spoken to him. "The rooster will crow today," Jesus had said. "Before it does, you will say three times that you don't know me." 62 Peter went outside. He broke down and sobbed. 

Read John 21:15-19: Jesus Takes Peter Back 

 15 When Jesus and the disciples had finished eating, Jesus spoke to Simon Peter. He asked, "Simon, son of John, do you really love (agape) me more than these others do?"  "Yes, Lord," he answered. "You know that I love (phileo) you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."  16 Again Jesus asked, "Simon, son of John, do you really love (agape) me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord. You know that I love  (phileo) you."  Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 17 Jesus spoke to him a third time. He asked, "Simon, son of John, do you love (phileo) me?"  Peter felt bad because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love (phileo) me?" He answered, "Lord, you know all things. You know that I love (phileo)  you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 18 What I'm about to tell you is true. When you were younger, you dressed yourself. You went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands. Someone else will dress you. Someone else will lead you where you do not want to go." 19 Jesus said this to point out how Peter would die. His death would bring glory to God. 

Understanding these accounts about the Apostle Peter

· While Peter appears to be the bravest of the 12 disciples, he had his own set of problems as you have just read.  He failed in his attempt to walk over to Christ on water, and three times he denied that he even knew Jesus!

· Can you realize how Peter must have felt after realizing his failures?
1. How do you think Peter felt as he was walking on the water towards Jesus and began to sink?

At first he had his eyes focused on Jesus and everything was going well.  When he took his eyes off of Jesus – that is, he didn’t trust that Jesus would save him – he began to sink. When he took his eyes off of Jesus he was afraid.
2. How do you think Peter felt when Jesus asked him three times, “Simon, do you love me?”

He realized that the Lord forgave him and he showed that by the way he answered.  Our English falls short here because there are several different words in the Bible that are translated “love” in English.  (See Greek words in the text above.) In the first and second questions Jesus asks Peter if Peter has the kind of love (agape) that God has for us. Peter answers that he can’t claim that kind of perfect love but he can declare that he has a deep friendship – a fondness – for Jesus (phileo).  In the third question Jesus asks about that phileo love and Peter says, yes, he has that kind of love. Earlier (Luke 22:33) Peter in his sinful pride and confidence in himself would have said that he had the perfect agape love but because of his failures he realizes only God has that perfect love and our love is imperfect.
Application to our lives

3. When Jesus made it clear to Peter that he had forgiven him for his three denials, how do you think Peter felt then? 

I am sure Peter was relieved to have that burden of sin removed from his shoulders and we should feel the same way with God’s forgiveness.
4. How does this account of Peter receiving forgiveness for a repetitive sin (3 times) assist each of us as we fight off temptations, but then end up giving into addiction or other temptations?

We almost always know what is right and what needs to be done but we don’t always do it. We say we are going to fight off temptation but when temptation faces us we very easily give in to it. We need the blessing of the Holy Spirit every moment of every day to realize the temptations that are around us and to give us the strength to fight against them.  We will never overcome them completely but what a blessing that we can come back to the Lord for forgiveness over and over again as repentant sinners.
5. If you have experienced times when you gave into major drug or alcohol use, do you think that Jesus will forgive those sins? 

Yes, Jesus forgives all sins – even repetitive sins – over and over again to repentant sinners.
6. While success is greatly appreciated in our world, what is the most important gift which God gives us?

The most important gift is that of forgiveness of our sins and the certain promise of eternal salvation.  Worldly success is only for a short time, the blessing of heaven is forever.
7. If you receive some level of success in your work or with your income who is responsible for that success?

It is the Lord who grants us success – or the lack of it.  Whatever we have – or don’t have – is because the Lord knows what is good for us – now and in the preparations for heaven. All the things he gives – or withholds – are for our eternal good.
Summary
Remember, that God’s love surrounds us each day; that God’s forgiveness is provided to us each day and, that our primary goal in life is to remain strong in faith, grounded in our loving God!

Closing Prayer

Dear Lord, we confess that so often we try to find success with our own words and actions.  Help us to realize that real success comes from you and your Word.  Help us through the Holy Spirit to meditate and study and make the teachings of your Word our own so that all the blessings of success you have prepared for us may be ours.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica.
Adapted from a Bible study originally prepared by Duane Anderson (2010).
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