TEACHER’S GUIDE - PARABLES OF OUR LORD

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT IN LIFE?

The Parable of the Rich Fool
Luke 12:13-21
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

How does the Christian deal with money and fame?  There are examples in the Bible of people who handled both in a God-pleasing way.  But there are also examples of people whose fame and riches came between themselves and their God.  Let’s learn about what God wants to be most important for us in our lives.

OPENING PRAYER

Dear Lord, everything we have is a gift of your grace!  Help us to see how you would have us use the gifts you give us in a God-pleasing way.  Help us to learn what should be the most important things in our lives.  In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen.

GOD’S WORD – Luke 12:13-21
 13 Someone in the crowd spoke to Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "tell my brother to divide the family property with me."  14 Jesus replied, "Friend, who made me a judge or umpire between you?"  15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has."  16 Then Jesus told them a story. He said, "A certain rich man's land produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What should I do? I don't have any place to store my crops.'  18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my storerooms and build bigger ones. I will store all my grain and my other things in them. 19 I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things stored away for many years. Take life easy. Eat, drink and have a good time." '  20 "But God said to him, 'You foolish man! This very night I will take your life away from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  21 "That is how it will be for anyone who stores things away for himself but is not rich in God's eyes." 

DISCUSSION

1. Who is responsible for a person’s success?

While a person might study and work hard to be successful it is the Lord who is really responsible for a person’s success.  The Lord is the one who has given us our lives, our brains and our abilities.  He is also the one who motivates us to use the gifts he has given.
2. Who is responsible for a crop to be grown and a harvest to be taken?

Again, it is the farmer who must plant at just the right time and harvest at just the right time.  But it is the Lord who provides the rain and sunshine that is necessary for the crops to grow. It is the Lord who gives the farmer the knowledge and ability to be a farmer.
3. In what is the brother most interested? (v.13)
He was most interested in getting from his father’s estate what he believed was legally his. He approached Jesus thinking that Jesus would give him the “legal” advice he desired. Instead, Jesus gave him “spiritual” advice so he could analyze his motives.
4. In the parable what is the rich man’s total focus?

His focus was on his crops – in other words, his money!  He has to have bigger barns to take care of the crops he was harvesting. He was most interested in having an enjoyable life here on earth (“eat, drink and have a good time”).  He forgot about eternal life and his relationship with his God.
5. How did the rich man’s life end?

He died!  All of the earthly things he has accumulated were now of no use to him. Life is in God’s hands and in accord with God’s timetable.  He has not revealed to many of us just how or when we will die.  However, he has revealed to us how we can be prepared for death whenever it occurs.  That preparation is faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  That preparation is to be the most important thing for us in this life.
6. What is missing in the life of a person who says, “Take life easy. Eat, drink and have a good time?”

While the person might find a certain amount of happiness for this world he/she is not prepared to stand before God on the day of our death.  The person has made no preparations for life after death.  The only true preparation for eternal life is faith in Jesus Christ as one’s Lord and Savior.
7. What is God teaching us in this parable?

The Lord wants us to be content with what he has given us in this life.  He wants us to consider our spiritual relationship with him (faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior) as the most important thing because that will keep us not only in this life but for all eternity.
8. Is there anything wrong with being rich in worldly treasures?

Certainly not! The Lord has blessed many people with worldly wealth. (E.g., Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon.)  What is important is how we use that wealth he has given.  He wants us to use it to his glory and we do that as we take care of ourselves, our families, our church, those less fortunate than we, and pay our taxes.
GOD’S WORD – 1 Peter 1:3-5

 3 Give praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In his great mercy he has given us a new birth and a hope that is alive. It is alive because Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 4 He has given us new birth so that we might share in what belongs to him. It is a gift that can never be destroyed. It can never spoil or even fade away. It is kept in heaven for you. 5 Through faith you are kept safe by God's power. Your salvation is going to be completed. It is ready to be shown to you in the last days.
DISCUSSION

9. What is the greatest gift our Lord has given us?

The gift of a new birth and a hope that is alive.  It is ours through faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, a faith worked by the Holy Spirit through the Word (and sacraments).
10. What is God’s power doing for each of us?

God’s power is keeping each of us safe through faith in Christ so we are prepared to meet the Lord on the day of our death, whenever and however that might occur.
11. What makes a person truly rich?

A person is truly rich if he/she has faith in Jesus Christ as one’s Lord and Savior.
12. Are you truly rich?

Yes!  If one has that faith in Christ one is truly rich – even if a person has no or limited worldly resources.
13. If you became rich with worldly wealth how would you change your lifestyle?

Hopefully, one would not have to change one’s lifestyle!  While one might have more money to enjoy life and help others, we should be doing that even if we don’t have much money. 
14. What is the goal for you in your life?
Various answers.  Our goal should be growing in faith in Jesus as our Savior and living that faith daily through the on-going power the Holy Spirit works in our hearts through the Word (and sacraments).
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