TEACHER’S GUIDE - PARABLES OF OUR LORD

THE CHRISTIAN IN THE WORKPLACE
The Parable of the Clever Manager
Luke 16:1-15
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

Have you ever felt that you were being pulled in two ways: you want to follow what you know God says and at the same time you want to do and follow what your friends are doing?  Is it possible to do what God wants – all of the time?  Let’s find out in this story.
PRAYER

Dear Lord Jesus, you have blessed us with many riches, especially the riches of your grace, forgiveness and salvation.  Thank you for those blessings.  Help us to be good managers of the things you entrust to us.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
GOD’S WORD – Luke 16:1-15

1 Jesus told his disciples another story. He said, "There was a rich man who had a manager. Some said that the manager was wasting what the rich man owned. 2 So the rich man told him to come in. He asked him, 'What is this I hear about you? Tell me exactly how you have handled what I own. You can't be my manager any longer.'  3 "The manager said to himself, 'What will I do now? My master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig. And I'm too ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I'm going to do. I'll do something so that when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.'  5 "So he called in each person who owed his master something. He asked the first one, 'How much do you owe my master?'  6 " 'I owe 800 gallons of olive oil,' he replied.    "The manager told him, 'Take your bill. Sit down quickly and change it to 400 gallons.'  7 "Then he asked the second one, 'And how much do you owe?'  " 'I owe 1,000 bushels of wheat,' he replied.  "The manager told him, 'Take your bill and change it to 800 bushels.'  8 "The manager had not been honest. But the master praised him for being clever. The people of this world are clever in dealing with those who are like themselves. They are more clever than God's people.  9 "I tell you, use the riches of this world to help others. In that way, you will make friends for yourselves. Then when your riches are gone, you will be welcomed into your eternal home in heaven.  10 "Suppose you can be trusted with very little. Then you can be trusted with a lot. But suppose you are not honest with very little. Then you will not be honest with a lot.  11 "Suppose you have not been worthy of trust in handling worldly wealth. Then who will trust you with true riches? 12 Suppose you have not been worthy of trust in handling someone else's property. Then who will give you property of your own?  13 "No servant can serve two masters at the same time. He will hate one of them and love the other. Or he will be faithful to one and dislike the other. You can't serve God and Money at the same time."  14 The Pharisees loved money. They heard all that Jesus said and made fun of him. 15 Jesus said to them, "You try to make yourselves look good in the eyes of other people. But God knows your hearts. What is worth a great deal among people is hated by God. 

DISCUSSION
1. Are unbelievers more clever in dealing with this world than believers? Explain your answer.

Very often they are because they are because they are often willing to step over the line and do things that are really illegal and/or immoral.  They are looking at getting the best for themselves and not looking at loving God and their neighbor as most important.
2. What does verse 9 tell us about the way we should use our wealth?
This verse may be difficult for some to comprehend.  What it is saying is that we should make friends with fellow believers and we should use our money and abilities to take care of those who “are of the household of faith.”  Of course, they will not get us into heaven, but the works we do toward our fellow believers are evidences of our faith.  It is that faith that opens heavens door for us.
3. What is the comparison between worldly wealth and spiritual riches?

Spiritual riches are the most important thing for us.  We can have those spiritual riches (faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, forgiveness of sins, eternal salvation, strength for daily life, etc.) if we have a lot of worldly wealth or if we have almost nothing. The worldly wealth we have is a trust from God and is to be used to God’s glory and the welfare of our neighbor, not just for our own indulgence.
4. We are told, “The Pharisees loved money.”  Could that be said of you? Explain your answer. Various answers.  Money was not the problem.  Love of money was the problem.  If money becomes the most important thing in our lives than it is our God and God says to us, “You shall have no other gods.”
5. Why can’t we serve God and Money at the same time?

Because God is always to be first in our lives.  When God is first then we can use the money he gives us to his glory, to enjoy for ourselves, and to help others.
6. What kind of sacrifices do we have to make in our lives if we want to follow Christian values? We might not be able to take certain jobs or remain on the job. Being a drug dealer might be very lucrative but cannot be done to the glory of God.  We might have to distance ourselves from friends or family members if they are tempting us to go down the wrong road away from what God would have us do.
7. Have you ever lost a job or a friend because you were not willing to compromise your Christian values? Explain your answer.

Various answers. (My wife quit a very lucrative medical position because her employer would not stop cheating Medicare.  She was not able to find another position because her previous employer would not give her a good recommendation.  But she could live with a clear conscience!)
8. What if your employer tells you to do something you know is illegal or immoral and says, “You just do it and I will take the responsibility for it.” What would you do?
If you go along with it you are an accessory to the crime and just as guilty as the person who told you to do it.  We have to stand on God’s principles first and foremost.  (The get-away driver in a robbery is just as guilty as the person who got out of the car and committed the robbery!)
9. What comfort can we have if we know we have done some illegal and/or immoral things in the past?
When Jesus died on the cross he paid for all of our sins including all our illegal acts and our immoral deeds.  As we come to him in repentance we are assured that he loves us, that he has paid for our sins and we are holy in his sight.  He also promises his Holy Spirit to help us fight against any and all of those sins in the future.
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