TEACHER’S GUIDE - PARABLES OF OUR LORD

GOD ANSWERS PATIENT AND PERSISTENT PRAYER
The Parable of the Widow Who Would Not Give Up
Luke 18:1-8
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

Have you ever had a child (or been one!) who nagged and nagged for an expensive toy?  At home, at the store, in the car the nagging and pleading continues. And finally, you break down and give in to the request – only to find that a new request begins almost immediately and the nagging starts again.
Would it surprise you to know that God has told us that is exactly what he wants us to do?  Jesus uses an extreme picture to make his point.  How much more than an earthly judge does God hear and answer the prayers of his believers and promises to bless them!
PRAYER 

Gracious Lord, help us to remember the instructions you give us about the gift of prayer.  Guide our thoughts and requests that we ask according to your will and not our own desires.  Lead us to a life of continuous, persistent and patient prayer.  In your name we ask it.  Amen.
GOD’S WORD – Luke 18:1-8

1 Jesus told his disciples a story. He wanted to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said, "In a certain town there was a judge. He didn't have any respect for God or care about people. 3 A widow lived in that town. She came to the judge again and again. She kept begging him, 'Make things right for me. Someone is doing me wrong.'   4 "For some time the judge refused. But finally he said to himself, 'I don't have any respect for God. I don't care about people. 5 But this widow keeps bothering me. So I will see that things are made right for her. If I don't, she will wear me out by coming again and again!' "   6 The Lord said, "Listen to what the unfair judge says.  7 "God's chosen people cry out to him day and night. Won't he make things right for them? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, God will see that things are made right for them. He will make sure it happens quickly. "But when the Son of Man comes, will he find people on earth who have faith?" 

DISCUSSION
1. Who is the audience he is speaking with?

Jesus is speaking with his disciples.
2. Why did Jesus tell them this story (parable)?

He wanted to give them (and us) a lesson in persistent prayer.
3. Is God represented in this story as the judge?  Explain your answer.

Yes.  The story is an extreme example for the Lord to make his point.  Obviously, while God is a judge he is never unfair in his judgments.
4. Whom does the widow represent?

The widow represents all of us to looking to our God for an answer to our prayers.
5. Why should we persistently lay our requests before our God?

Because our God tells us that is how we should approach him.  If it is really something worth praying for it is worth praying for it persistently!
6. Will God answer every request that is persistent?

No.  The Lord answers prayer in a way and manner that is good for us.  If God determines that answering our prayer in the way we asked would be detrimental to us, he will answer it in a different way, e.g., saying no, saying wait a while, or giving us something different than we asked for because that would be better for us.
7. How do you understand the word “quickly” in verse 8?

We think of quickly as right now.  God is not bound by time in the way we are so if God withholds an answer for a time for our good it still might be “quickly” in his eyes.
8. What warning is the Lord giving us in this parable?

We need to make sure that the things we are praying for are in accord with God’s will and praying from a heart of faith.  The most persistent prayer of an unbeliever is worth nothing!
9. Are you willing to share one thing for which you are praying today?
Various answers.  (You might include those things in your closing prayer.)
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