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PARABLES OF OUR LORD

RECEPTION, REJECTION, INDIFFERENCE
The Sower and the Four Kinds of Soil
Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

What happens when your flip a light switch?  Usually the light comes on.  What happens when you turn the water faucet?  Usually water comes out of the faucet. What happens when you use the Bible, God’s Word?  No, we can’t use the word “usually” because with God there is absolute certainty.  When we use God’s Word there will be an effect on those who hear it.  We see that in today’s story.
PRAYER

We believe that your Word will have its desired effect.  We pray that it has the effect on us today that we become stronger in our faith and trust in you as our Lord and Savior.  We pray that we do not allow others to snatch it away from us, and that we do not push it out of our lives.  Bless us as we study your Word today!  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
GOD’S WORD – Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23[image: image2.jpg]



3 Then he told them many things by using stories. He said, "A farmer went out to plant his seed. 4 He scattered the seed on the ground. Some fell on a path. Birds came and ate it up. 5 Some seed fell on rocky places, where there wasn't much soil. The plants came up quickly, because the soil wasn't deep. 6 When the sun came up, it burned the plants. They dried up because they had no roots. 7 Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and crowded out the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It produced a crop 100, 60 or 30 times more than what was planted. 9 Those who have ears should listen…"  18 "Listen! Here is the meaning of the story of the farmer. 19 People hear the message about the kingdom but do not understand it. Then the evil one comes. He steals what was planted in their hearts. Those people are like the seed planted on a path. 20 Others received the seed that fell on rocky places. They are those who hear the message and at once receive it with joy. 21 But they have no roots. So they last only a short time. They quickly fall away from the faith when trouble or suffering comes because of the message. 22 Others received the seed that fell among the thorns. They are those who hear the message. But then the worries of this life and the false promises of wealth crowd it out. They keep it from producing fruit. 23 But still others received the seed that fell on good soil. They are those who hear the message and understand it. They produce a crop 100, 60 or 30 times more than the farmer planted." 

DISCUSSION

1. What happened to the seed that fell on the path (vv. 4, 19)?

2. What happened to the seed that fell on rocky places (vv. 5-6, 20-21)?

3. What happened to the seed that fell among the thorns (vv. 7, 22)?

4. What happened to the seed that fell on the good soil (vv. 8, 23)?

5. What makes us “good soil?”

6. What warning is the Lord giving us in this story?

7. What blessing is he giving us in this story?

8. Why are so many people lost by rejecting the Word of God?

9. Why do some come to faith and believe in Jesus as their Savior?
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Adapted from a Bible study by Mark Snyder, no date.
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