TEACHER’S GUIDE - PARABLES OF OUR LORD

ARE YOU ONE OF THE GOOD GUYS?
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

To help understand this parable you may need to explain that the Levites were the temple workers along with the priests.  The Jews and the Samaritans did not have anything to do with one another because the Samaritans worship was a mixture of Judaism and the false god Baal. One would have expected “people in the church” to help a fellow “church member,” but here we see that the “church leaders” pass their fellow Jew by while the Samaritan outcast is not afraid to help. 

PRAYER
Dear God, help me to look beyond myself to the needs of others.  In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
GOD’S WORD – Luke 10:25-37

 25 One day an authority on the law stood up to put Jesus to the test. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to receive eternal life?"  26 "What is written in the Law?" Jesus replied. "How do you understand it?"  27 He answered, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your strength and with all your mind.'—(Deuteronomy 6:5) And, 'Love your neighbor as you love yourself.' "—(Leviticus 19:18)  28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do that, and you will live."  29 But the man wanted to make himself look good. So he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"  30 Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. Robbers attacked him. They stripped off his clothes and beat him. Then they went away, leaving him almost dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down that same road. When he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 A Levite also came by. When he saw the man, he passed by on the other side too.  33 But a Samaritan came to the place where the man was. When he saw the man, he felt sorry for him. 34 He went to him, poured olive oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey. He took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins. He gave them to the owner of the inn. 'Take care of him,' he said. 'When I return, I will pay you back for any extra expense you may have.'  36 "Which of the three do you think was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by robbers?"  37 The authority on the law replied, "The one who felt sorry for him."  Jesus told him, "Go and do as he did." 

DISCUSSION

1. How does Jesus answer the authority on the law when he asked, “what must I do to receive eternal life?”

Because the man was an “authority on the law” Jesus gives the “law” answer – “Love God…love your neighbor.”  If one were really able to keep the law one could be saved. The reality is that no can could or can keep the law because we are born with original sin and we are all guilty of actual sins.  Jesus wanted this man to admit that so he could bring this man the gospel message of sins forgiven to a repentant sinner. The man, however, wanted to look to his own works for salvation, not faith in Jesus.
2. How would you answer the question, “What must I do to receive eternal life?”

Various answers.  The only correct answer is that one can “do” nothing; it has all been “done” for us by Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  It is the Holy Spirit who works that faith in our hearts through the Word (and sacraments) so we can receive it.
2. What is the answer of the authority of the law?

He wanted to know who was his neighbor so he could “do” the proper things and earn eternal life.
3. How would you answer the question, “Who is your neighbor?”
Various answers.  Everyone is really our neighbor and everyone needs the comfort that comes through faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior who has done all things for our forgiveness and our salvation.
4. Why were the actions of the priest and the Levite so sad?

As religious people, and especially as religious leaders they should have been showing their concern to another person, especially one of their own “church members.”
5. Why would one not expect a Samaritan to be helping a Jew?

Because the Samaritans had a religion of the mixture of Judaism and Baal the Jews had nothing to do with the Samaritans and the Samaritans reacted accordingly.  The Samaritan would have been well within his “rights” to walk by the Jew but his morality would not let him do so.
6. What is the contrast between the answer of the authority in the law (v. 29) and the actions of the Samaritan?

The authority in the law wanted to find a way to limit his help toward another human being while the Samaritan showed by his actions that he was ready to reach out and help anyone who was in need.
7. How does the Samaritan show that he is not only minimally helping the man but willing to go the extra mile?
He paid for additional care for the Jew and offered to take care of any additional expenses that might be incurred.
8. What is the relationship between faith in Jesus Christ and our good works?

We are saved by faith without the works.  Because we are saved by faith our faith will be living and active and will show itself by our good works.  Good works are those things that are done through faith in Christ that are in accord with the law, for the welfare of our neighbor and not for personal gain.
9. Would you be willing to do something like this?  Why or why not?

Various answers.  Try to lead the student to reach the point that he/she is willing to step out of his/her comfort zone and show his/her faith by helping others even if that makes one uncomfortable.

10. What is Jesus teaching us in this parable?

He wants us to realize that everyone is a child of God and we are to be concerned about the welfare of everyone else.  Especially do we want to be concerned about their spiritual welfare but we also need to be concerned about their physical welfare and do what we can to help.
CLOSING PRAYER

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION® (NIrV). NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
In sickness, sorrow, want, or care


May we each other’s burdens share.


May we, where help is needed, there


Give help as though to you.


CW 499, v.5
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