TEACHER’S GUIDE - PARABLES OF OUR LORD

Should You Avoid Certain People?

The Parable of the Samaritan Woman
John 4:1-27, 39-42
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

Note to teacher:  Don’t spend too much time on the following questions.  They are asked to set the scene for the Bible story following.

When you were young did a parent or guardian say to you, “I don’t want you hanging out with those people; they may be a bad influence on you?”  What reasons did they give? What did you do?  Did you listen?  Did you argue the point?  God’s law of the Old Testament said the Jews were not to have anything to do with the heathen people in and around Canaan.  Does that principle still apply today? No, those Old Testament ceremonial and civil laws no longer apply.  However, the principle that we are to avoid those who would undermine our faith is still valid.  Whom should we avoid? We should avoid anyone who is going to lead us away from God’s Word and a life pleasing to God. This is especially important if we are “followers” and are easily led by other people who are strong “leaders.”   Whom should we not avoid? Other people who do not know Jesus as Lord and Savior and are willing to listen to our testimony.  
OPENING PRAYER

Dear Lord, you created this world and all that is in it.  You created us along with all other people to be your own people for all eternity.  Help us to see the difference between those who would lead us away from your and those with whom we might share your saving message.  In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen.

GOD’S WORD – John 4:1-27, 39-42
1 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was winning and baptizing more disciples than John. 2 But in fact Jesus was not baptizing. His disciples were. 3 When the Lord found out about all this, he left Judea. He went back to Galilee again.  4 Jesus had to go through Samaria. 5 He came to a town in Samaria called Sychar. It was near the piece of land Jacob had given his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there. Jesus was tired from the journey. So he sat down by the well. It was about noon.  7 A woman from Samaria came to get some water. Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.  9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew. I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" She said this because Jews don't have anything to do with Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered her, "You do not know what God's gift is. And you do not know who is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would have asked him. He would have given you living water." 11 "Sir," the woman said, "you don't have anything to get water with. The well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 "Our father Jacob gave us the well. He drank from it himself. So did his sons and his flocks and herds. Are you more important than he is?" 13 Jesus answered, "All who drink this water will be thirsty again. 14 But anyone who drinks the water I give him will never be thirsty. In fact, the water I give him will become a spring of water in him. It will flow up into eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water. Then I will never be thirsty. And I won't have to keep coming here to get water." 16 He told her, "Go. Get your husband and come back." 17 "I have no husband," she replied.  Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands. And the man you have now is not your husband. What you have just said is very true." 19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our people have worshiped on this mountain for a long time. But you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 21 Jesus said, "Believe me, woman. A time is coming when you will not worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know. Salvation comes from the Jews. 23 "But a new time is coming. In fact, it is already here. True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. They are the kind of worshipers the Father is looking for. 24 "God is spirit. His worshipers must worship him in spirit and in truth." 25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah is coming." (He is called Christ.) "When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 26 Then Jesus said, "I, the one speaking to you, am he." 27 Just then Jesus' disciples returned. They were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want from her?" No one asked, "Why are you talking with her?" …
 39 Many of the Samaritans from the town of Sychar believed in Jesus. They believed because of the woman's witness. She said, "He told me everything I've ever done." 40 Then the Samaritans came to him and tried to get him to stay with them. So he stayed two days. 41 Because of his words, many more people became believers.  42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said. We have now heard for ourselves. We know that this man really is the Savior of the world." 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PARABLE
1. When God said that the Jews were not to have anything to do with the heathen people in and around Canaan did he mean that the gospel should never be shared with such people?

No, just the opposite.  He wants all people to be called to faith and know and believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  He was especially concerned that his chosen people did not intermarry with those of the heathen nations because he knew they would be in danger of losing their faith.  That is exactly what happened to the people of Samaria!
2. Why did Jesus ask the woman for water?

He was thirsty!  However, he was also going to use this as an opportunity to lead her to faith in the true God and himself as the promised Lord and Savior.
3. How would a Samaritan woman have felt being addressed by a Jew?
According to the customs of the times it was inappropriate for a man to approach a woman like this and ask for anything.  And, it was doubly inappropriate for a Jew to approach a Samaritan because of their religious differences and the chasm that there was between the two groups.
4. Why did the woman change the subject asking where was the correct place to worship?

She was becoming uncomfortable with the direction the discussion was going so she tried to divert the discussion from the personal to the more objective about worship.  Jesus makes clear that the place of worship is not the important issue, but what one believes.
5. What did Jesus know about the woman and how did that make her feel?

Jesus knew about her total life and she knew that he must be a prophet or he would never have had that kind of knowledge.  I am sure she felt uncomfortable. (She was probably at the well at midday because she was not accepted by the other women of the village who would come in the early morning or early evening.)
6. What was the water the woman was speaking of and what was the water Jesus was speaking of?
The woman was thinking of earthly water – never having to make another trip to the well and carry the heavy pot of water back home.  Jesus was speaking of the water of life – the spiritual water that would wash away her sins and give her eternal life.
7. What happened because of Jesus’ conversation with this woman?

She went back to the village and told others and many people came to hear Jesus and were led to faith in him as the promised Lord and Savior.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What was Jesus’ attitude toward this woman?

He saw her as a child of God who had been led down a path away from the true God.  He wanted to reach out to her to lead her to repentance and faith in himself as Savior.  His attitude was one of Christian love.
2. What should be our attitude toward others?

We should have that same kind of Christian love for all people – wanting to see them led to repentance and faith in the only one in whom there is forgiveness and salvation – our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
3. Where is the proper place to worship?

One’s attitude and faith is most important.  The time and place for worship is secondary. As Christians we will want to worship with others (Hebrews 11:25) and worship where God’s Word is taught in its truth and purity.
4. How does it make you feel to realize that Jesus knows everything about you?

Various answers. At first thought it is scary but when we put it into the perspective that in spite of who we are and what we have done the Lord still loves us and forgives us it is a comforting feeling.
5. Why is it difficult to be a Christian in an ungodly world?

In addition to fighting against our own sinful flesh the devil and the sinful world in which we live will try to divert our attention away from the Lord toward other things.  The more we dig into God’s Word the Holy Spirit will be at work to keep us focused on the one thing needful.
6. How do you know that Jesus came to save you?

Because the Bible makes it very clear that Jesus came to pay for the sins of EVERYONE and that includes ME.  The Bible makes it very clear that our forgiveness and salvation are ours by the merits of Jesus Christ, not based in any way on our own works.  Because it has been accomplished perfectly we can have the comfort and certainty of those blessings.
7. How can you use the truths of this lesson in your daily life?
Various answers. We can look at all people of whatever persuasion as people whom the Lord loves and wants to call to repentance.  We can look at what the Lord has done for us and seek to share that message with others even while incarcerated.  One does not have to be a preacher to do this!
Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION® (NIrV). NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Adapted from a Bible study originally prepared by Duane Anderson (no date).
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