TEACHER’S GUIDE - PARABLES OF OUR LORD

RSVP – Re’pondez Si’l Vous Plait
The Parable of the Wedding Dinner
Matthew 22:1-14
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

Have you ever received an invitation with the words at the bottom RSVP? This is an abbreviation for the French term Re’pondez Si’l Vous Plait.  It means that you are expected to answer the invitation.  Your place is reserved and paid for but you have the power to say no and reject the invitation.  Our parable today is given to teach us that God has prepared a place for us in heaven; it is ours!  But we do have the free will to reject God’s invitation.
Note:  It was part of the culture in Jesus’ day that the host of the wedding banquet would offer appropriate clothing for the guests to wear to the wedding.  It would have been one of the greatest insults toward the host to reject that clothing.  This makes a beautiful picture for us to see how God offers us the perfect robe of Christ’s righteousness for us to wear.  All our sins and unrighteousness are covered up (paid for!) by Christ.  God looks at the beautiful robe of Christ’s righteousness we are wearing, not the sinful underneath.
PRAYER

O God of all history, God of all time, thank you for calling all sinners to repentance.  Jesus the Christ, our robe of righteousness, thank you for your timeless sacrifice on the cross.  Holy Spirit, messenger of the gospel, that you for your work of saving faith in our lives and throughout history.  Keep us in the saving faith as we await the day of your return!  Amen.

GOD’S WORD – Matthew 22:1-14
1 Jesus told them more stories. He said, 2 "Here is what the kingdom of heaven is like. A king prepared a wedding dinner for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the dinner. The servants told them to come. But they refused.  4 "Then he sent some more servants. He said, 'Tell those who were invited that I have prepared my dinner. I have killed my oxen and my fattest cattle. Everything is ready. Come to the wedding dinner.' 

 5 "But the people paid no attention. One went away to his field. Another went away to his business. 6 The rest grabbed his servants. They treated them badly and then killed them.  7 "The king became very angry. He sent his army to destroy them. They killed those murderers and burned their city.  8 "Then the king said to his servants, 'The wedding dinner is ready. But those I invited were not fit to come. 9 Go to the street corners. Invite to the dinner anyone you can find.' 10 So the servants went out into the streets. They gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad. Soon the wedding hall was filled with guests.  11 "The king came in to see the guests. He noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man couldn't think of anything to say.  13 "Then the king told his servants, 'Tie up his hands and feet. Throw him outside into the darkness. Out there people will sob and grind their teeth.'  14 "Many are invited, but few are chosen." 

DISCUSSION

1. Who is the king and who is the son in this parable?

God is the King and Jesus is his Son.
2. What is the wedding banquet the king has prepared?

The final victory of heaven God has prepared for his believers.
3. Who are the people invited to the banquet?

The invitation goes out to all – so called good and bad.  (Note that in God’s eyes we are all “bad” because of the inherited sin of Adam as well as our own sins of thought, word and deed.  In the world’s eyes people are regarded at “good” and “bad.”  God wants all of them (us!) in his kingdom.
4. What comfort do you find in the fact that the invitation is given to all, good and bad?

The invitation does not depend on us or what we have done or not done.  It is a gift of his grace and God wants all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
5. Why did the man in the story not have on a wedding garment?

The man would have been offered such a garment when he arrived but he thought he didn’t need it; he thought his own clothes were good enough but he found out the hard way that they were not good enough!
6. How has God gotten his invitation to you to attend the wedding banquet?

Various answers.  He might have used a church, Sunday school, a friend or the prison chaplain.  He might have used circumstances in life that lead the person to realize there was nothing he/she could do and needed help from above.
7. What kind of clothes will we wear in heaven?

We don’t know what it will be like in heaven in regard to earthly things like clothing but in this picture we will be covered with the pure white clothes of Christ’s perfection and righteousness so our own imperfections and sins will be covered up. No one will see them for they will have been forgiven.
8. What warning is God giving you in this Bible study?

God has created us with a free will to reject him and reject Christ’s righteousness. (We don’t have the free will to accept him – that is the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word and sacraments). We can use that free will in a couple of ways: 1) to think that we are good enough to face God with our own righteousness; 2) that we let the cares of this life minimize the importance of God’s call and in the process reject his invitation and lose the blessings of heaven.
9. What blessing is God offering you today?
God is giving us a reminder: 1) he is the one calling us, we are not deciding to find him or follow him; 2) he has prepared all we need to spend forever with him in heaven as he gives us the perfect robe of Christ’s righteousness; and 3) God will never go back on his invitation – it is ours now and for eternity.
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