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PARABLES OF OUR LORD

THE CHRISTIAN IN THE WORKPLACE
The Parable of the Clever Manager
Luke 16:1-15
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

Have you ever felt that you were being pulled in two ways: you want to follow what you know God says and at the same time you want to do and follow what your friends are doing?  Is it possible to do what God wants – all of the time?  Let’s find out in this story.
PRAYER

Dear Lord Jesus, you have blessed us with many riches, especially the riches of your grace, forgiveness and salvation.  Thank you for those blessings.  Help us to be good managers of the things you entrust to us.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
GOD’S WORD – Luke 16:1-15[image: image2.jpg]



1 Jesus told his disciples another story. He said, "There was a rich man who had a manager. Some said that the manager was wasting what the rich man owned. 2 So the rich man told him to come in. He asked him, 'What is this I hear about you? Tell me exactly how you have handled what I own. You can't be my manager any longer.'  3 "The manager said to himself, 'What will I do now? My master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig. And I'm too ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I'm going to do. I'll do something so that when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.'  5 "So he called in each person who owed his master something. He asked the first one, 'How much do you owe my master?'  6 " 'I owe 800 gallons of olive oil,' he replied.    "The manager told him, 'Take your bill. Sit down quickly and change it to 400 gallons.'  7 "Then he asked the second one, 'And how much do you owe?'  " 'I owe 1,000 bushels of wheat,' he replied.  "The manager told him, 'Take your bill and change it to 800 bushels.'  8 "The manager had not been honest. But the master praised him for being clever. The people of this world are clever in dealing with those who are like themselves. They are more clever than God's people.  9 "I tell you, use the riches of this world to help others. In that way, you will make friends for yourselves. Then when your riches are gone, you will be welcomed into your eternal home in heaven.  10 "Suppose you can be trusted with very little. Then you can be trusted with a lot. But suppose you are not honest with very little. Then you will not be honest with a lot.  11 "Suppose you have not been worthy of trust in handling worldly wealth. Then who will trust you with true riches? 12 Suppose you have not been worthy of trust in handling someone else's property. Then who will give you property of your own?  13 "No servant can serve two masters at the same time. He will hate one of them and love the other. Or he will be faithful to one and dislike the other. You can't serve God and Money at the
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same time."  14 The Pharisees loved money. They heard all that Jesus said and made fun of him. 15 Jesus said to them, "You try to make yourselves look good in the eyes of other people. But God knows your hearts. What is worth a great deal among people is hated by God. 

DISCUSSION
1. Are unbelievers more clever in dealing with this world than believers? Explain your answer.

2. What does verse 9 tell us about the way we should use our wealth?
3. What is the comparison between worldly wealth and spiritual riches?

4. We are told, “The Pharisees loved money.”  Could that be said of you? Explain your answer.

5. Why can’t we serve God and Money at the same time?

6. What kind of sacrifices do we have to make in our lives if we want to follow Christian values?

7. Have you ever lost a job or a friend because you were not willing to compromise your Christian values? Explain your answer.

8. What if your employer tells you to do something you know is illegal or immoral and says, “You just do it and I will take the responsibility for it.” What would you do?
9. What comfort can we have if we know we have done some illegal and/or immoral things in the past?

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION® (NIrV). NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
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