GOD’S PICTURE LANGUAGE
Opening Thoughts: Did you know that there are many portions of the Bible which are poetry?  The 150 psalms are poetry!  There are also verses within the various historical books of the Bible which are poetry, as well.  In our modern Bible translations these poetic sections are usually indented to alert us that the section is special.  In the gospels and in the various letters of the New Testament many of the quotations from the Old Testament are often poetry verses from the Psalms or from one of the prophetical books.

One of the common, contrasting ‘picture words’ used in the Bible are ‘light’ and ‘darkness.’  Others are ‘day’ and ‘night,’ and ‘blind’ and ‘seeing.’  It is important for each of us to recognize these words as poetic, picture language describing some of the primary, biblical teachings.

Start your Bible reading:  Read Genesis 1:3-5:

 3 God said, "Let there be light." And there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good. He separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day." He called the darkness "night." There was evening, and there was morning. It was day one.
1. How do the words “light” and “darkness” help us understand the basic problems in the world?

Consider:  From those opening words in Genesis to the last chapter of Revelation, the contrast between light and darkness, between perfect obedience and sin are contrasted over and over again.  God is light; sin and the devil are darkness.  Christ is the Light of the world, and those who do not believe in him are children of darkness, the devil’s own.  If a person does not believe he/she is blind!  A believer is one who “sees the light.”
Continue your Bible reading with these sections:

Exodus 13:21-22: 21 By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud. It guided them on their way. At night he led them with a pillar of fire. It gave them light. So they could travel by day or at night. 22 The pillar of cloud didn't leave its place in front of the people during the day. And the pillar of fire didn't leave its place at night.
Psalm 18:28: Lord, you keep the lamp of my life burning brightly. You are my God. You bring light into my darkness.
Psalm 27:1: The Lord gives me light and saves me. Why should I fear anyone? The Lord is my place of safety. Why should I be afraid?
Psalm 56:13: You have saved me from death. You have kept me from tripping and falling. Now I can live with you in the light that leads to life.
Psalm 119:105: Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. It is like a light that guides me.
Isaiah 2:5: People of Jacob, come. Let us live the way the Lord has taught us to.
Isaiah 9:2: The people who are now living in darkness will see a great light. They are now living in a very dark land. But a light will shine on them.
Isaiah 42:6-7: 6 "I, the Lord, have chosen you to do what is right. I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you safe. You will put my covenant with the people of Israel into effect. And you will be a light for the other nations. 7 You will open eyes that can't see. You will set prisoners free. Those who sit in darkness will come out of their cells.
Isaiah 42:16-20:  16 Israel is blind. So I will lead them along paths they had not known before. I will guide them on roads they are not familiar with. I will turn the darkness into light as they travel. I will make the rough places smooth. Those are the things I will do. I will not desert my people. 17 Some people trust in statues of gods. They say to them, 'You are our gods.' But they will be dishonored. They will be put to shame. 18 "Israel, listen to me! You can hear, but you do not understand. Look to me! You can see, but you do not know what you are seeing. 19 The people of Israel serve me. But who is more blind than they are?  Who is more deaf than the messengers I send?  Who is more blind than those who have committed themselves to be faithful to me?  Who is more blind than my servants?  20 Israel, you have seen many things. But you have not paid any attention to me. Your ears are open. But you do not hear anything I say."
Isaiah 60:1: "People of Jerusalem, get up. Shine, because your light has come. My glory will shine on you.”

Matthew 5:14-16:  14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill can't be hidden. 15 Also, people do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 "In the same way, let your light shine in front of others. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will praise your Father who is in heaven. 
Luke 8:16: "People do not light a lamp and then hide it in a jar or put it under a bed. Instead, they put it on a stand. Then those who come in can see its light.’
John 1:4-9: 4 Life was in him, and that life was the light for all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not understood it. 6 A man came who was sent from God. His name was John. 7 He came to give witness about that light. He gave witness so that all people could believe. 8 John himself was not the light. He came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
John 3:19-20:  19 "Here is the judgment. Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light. They loved darkness because what they did was evil.20 "Everyone who does evil things hates the light. They will not come into the light. They are afraid that what they do will be seen.”
John 9:4-5, 25, 35-41: 4 “While it is still day, we must do the work of the One who sent me. Night is coming. Then no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."…  25 He replied, "I don't know if he is a sinner or not. I do know one thing. I was blind, but now I can see!"…  35 Jesus heard that the Pharisees had thrown the man out. When he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 36 "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me, so I can believe in him." 37 Jesus said, "You have now seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking with you." 38 Then the man said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, "I have come into this world to judge it. I have come so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind." 40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this. They asked, "What? Are we blind too?" 41 Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin. But since you claim you can see, you remain guilty.” 
John 11:9-10: 9 Jesus answered, "Aren't there 12 hours of daylight? A person who walks during the day won't trip and fall. He can see because of this world's light. 10 But when he walks at night, he'll trip and fall. He has no light."
2 Corinthians 4:6: God said, "Let light shine out of darkness."—(Genesis 1:3) He made his light shine in our hearts. It shows us the light of God's glory in the face of Christ.
Ephesians 5:8-14: 8 At one time you were in the dark. But now you are in the light because of what the Lord has done. Live like children of the light. 9 The light produces what is completely good, right and true. 10 Find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the acts of darkness. They don't produce anything good. Show what they are really like. 12 It is shameful even to talk about what people who don't obey do in secret. 13 But everything the light shines on can be seen. 14 Light makes everything clear. That is why it is said, "Wake up, sleeper. Rise from the dead.  Then Christ will shine on you." 
1 Peter 2:9: But God chose you to be his people. You are royal priests. You are a holy nation. You are a people who belong to God. All of this is so that you can sing his praises. He brought you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
2 Peter 1:19: The word of the prophets is made more certain. We have that word. You must pay attention to it. It is like a light shining in a dark place. It will shine until the day Jesus comes. Then the Morning Star will rise in your hearts.
Revelation 22:5: There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun. The Lord God will give them light. They will rule for ever and ever.
2. Of the words quoted above, which ones are your favorites?

3. In Psalm 18:28, how does God change our darkness into light?

4. Look carefully at Isaiah 42:18-20.

a. Who is Isaiah talking to in verse 18?

b. To what are God’s messengers blind and deaf?

5. Read Isaiah 42:20.  

a. Who has seen many things and paid no attention?

b. What were those things?
6. How do we receive God’s “light?”

7. When we receive God’s ‘light’ what happens to our hearts?

8. How does this change our lives and actions?

9. Read the verses from John 9.

a. What picture is Jesus using between “blind” and “sight?”

b. Why does Jesus continue to stress the need for “sight” and “light?”

c. How do we get more of that “sight” and “light” today?

d. Who alone can take away our “blindness” and “darkness?”

e. How is he doing that in your life today?

Closing Prayer: We thank you Lord for the pictures you reveal in the Scriptures!  Help us to study your Word every day so those pictures might become alive in our hearts and lives.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Light of the world and the Light of my life.  Amen.

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION®. (NIrV) NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Friday, May 02, 2008

Darkness Is Thinning. 

Darkness is thinning; shadows are retreat 

    ing:
Morning and light are coming in their beauty.
Suppliant seek we, with an earnest outcry,
    God the Almighty!
So that our Master, having mercy on us,
May repel languor, may bestow salvation,
Granting us, Father, of Thy loving kindness
    Glory hereafter!
This of His mercy, ever blessed Godhead,
Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit, give us--
Whom through the wide world celebrate for
    ever.
    Blessing and glory!
St. Gregory The Great (Latin.)
Translation of John Mason Neale.
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