[image: image1.jpg]


PARABLES OF OUR LORD

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT IN LIFE?

The Parable of the Rich Fool
Luke 12:13-21
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

How does the Christian deal with money and fame?  There are examples in the Bible of people who handled both in a God-pleasing way.  But there are also examples of people whose fame and riches came between themselves and their God.  Let’s learn about what God wants to be most important for us in our lives.

OPENING PRAYER

Dear Lord, everything we have is a gift of your grace!  Help us to see how you would have us use the gifts you give us in a God-pleasing way.  Help us to learn what should be the most important things in our lives.  In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen.

GOD’S WORD – Luke 12:13-21[image: image2.jpg]



 13 Someone in the crowd spoke to Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "tell my brother to divide the family property with me."  14 Jesus replied, "Friend, who made me a judge or umpire between you?"  15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has."  16 Then Jesus told them a story. He said, "A certain rich man's land produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What should I do? I don't have any place to store my crops.'  18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my storerooms and build bigger ones. I will store all my grain and my other things in them. 19 I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things stored away for many years. Take life easy. Eat, drink and have a good time." '  20 "But God said to him, 'You foolish man! This very night I will take your life away from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  21 "That is how it will be for anyone who stores things away for himself but is not rich in God's eyes." 

DISCUSSION

1. Who is responsible for a person’s success?

2. Who is responsible for a crop to be grown and a harvest to be taken?
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3. In what is the brother most interested? (v.13)
4. In the parable what is the rich man’s total focus?

5. How did the rich man’s life end?

6. What is missing in the life of a person who says, “Take life easy. Eat, drink and have a good time?”

7. What is God teaching us in this parable?

8. Is there anything wrong with being rich?

GOD’S WORD – 1 Peter 1:3-5
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 3 Give praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In his great mercy he has given us a new birth and a hope that is alive. It is alive because Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 4 He has given us new birth so that we might share in what belongs to him. It is a gift that can never be destroyed. It can never spoil or even fade away. It is kept in heaven for you. 5 Through faith you are kept safe by God's power. Your salvation is going to be completed. It is ready to be shown to you in the last days.
DISCUSSION

9. What is the greatest gift our Lord has given us?

10. What is God’s power doing for each of us?

11. What makes a person truly rich?

12. Are you truly rich?

13. If you became rich with worldly wealth how would you change your lifestyle?

14. What is the goal for you in your life?
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