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PARABLES OF OUR LORD

ARE YOU READY FOR THE LORD’S RETURN?
The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

Matthew 25:1-13

INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

Some people claim that there are only two things in life that are certain: death and taxes. In today’s lesson God does tell us that our time here on earth will come to an end. Are you ready for Christ’s return? Or, do you have a few things you need to “clean up?”  Do you have your house in order?  Learn from God’s Word how the Lord wants you prepared for the day of your death or Judgment Day, whichever comes first.
PRAYER

O Lord, help us get our houses in order so that we are ready for your return whenever it might occur.  Strengthen our faith so we are ready for that Day.  Help us through your Holy Spirit today to learn and apply your word of truth to our lives.  In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen.

GOD’S WORD – Matthew 25:1-13[image: image2.jpg]



 1 "Here is what the kingdom of heaven will be like at that time. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went out to meet the groom. 2 Five of them were foolish. Five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but didn't take any olive oil with them. 4 The wise ones took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The groom did not come for a long time. So the bridesmaids all grew tired and fell asleep. 6 "At midnight someone cried out, 'Here's the groom! Come out to meet him!'  7 "Then all the bridesmaids woke up and got their lamps ready. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise ones, 'Give us some of your oil. Our lamps are going out.'  9 " 'No,' they replied. 'There may not be enough for all of us. Instead, go to those who sell oil. Buy some for yourselves.'  10 "So they went to buy the oil. But while they were on their way, the groom arrived. The bridesmaids who were ready went in with him to the wedding dinner. Then the door was shut.  11 "Later, the other bridesmaids also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  12 "But he replied, 'What I'm about to tell you is true. I don't know you.'  13 "So keep watch. You do not know the day or the hour that the groom will come. 

DISCUSSION

1. Why are five of the bridesmaids called foolish and five called wise?

2. Who is the groom?

3. Why is the bride not mentioned?

4. Why were the “wise” not afraid to go out to meet the groom?

5. What is significant about the time when the groom shows up?

APPLICATION

1. What will the kingdom of heaven be like?

2. What is the “oil” the foolish were missing?

3. How do you know if you are one of the “foolish” or one of the “wise?”

4. Why does one who is “wise” not have to be afraid of death or Judgment Day?

5. What does the midnight hour represent?

6. Why won’t the groom let the foolish come into the wedding banquet?

7. What is Jesus’ main point in this parable?

8. How can you make sure you are ready for Christ’s return?
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