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PARABLES OF OUR LORD

The Parable of the Big Dinner
Luke 14:15-24
INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.

Have you ever heard that you must accept Jesus into your heart to be saved? This is a very common teaching in some branches of the Christian church.  In the parable today Jesus teaches us that he gives us the invitation and he gives us the faith to believe it.

PRAYER

O God of all history, God of all time, thank you for calling all sinners to repentance.  Jesus the Christ, our robe of righteousness, thank you for your timeless sacrifice on the cross.  Holy Spirit, messenger of the gospel, that you for your work of saving faith in our lives and throughout history.  Keep us in the saving faith as we await the day of your return!  Amen.

GOD’S WORD – Luke 14:15-24
15 One of the people at the table with Jesus heard him say those things. So he said to Jesus, "Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in God's kingdom." 16 Jesus replied, "A certain man was preparing a big dinner. He invited many guests. 17 Then the day of the dinner arrived. He sent his servant to those who had been invited. The servant told them, 'Come. Everything is ready now.' 18 "But they all had the same [image: image2.jpg]


idea. They began to make excuses. The first one said, 'I have just bought a field. I have to go and see it. Please excuse me.' 19 "Another said, 'I have just bought five pairs of oxen. I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.'” 20 "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'” 21 "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry. He ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the town. Bring in those who are poor. Also bring those who can't walk, the blind and the disabled.'” 22 "'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done. But there is still room.'” 23 "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads. Go out to the country lanes. Make the people come in. I want my house to be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my dinner.'" 

Understanding the Parable

The man preparing the big dinner = God

The servant sent out = people (including pastors) who share the invitation

The invitation = the message of Jesus Christ and his saving work on the cross

The people who received the invitation = all people who hear the word of God

The big dinner and the house = heaven itself!

DISCUSSION

1. What common excuse did each of the three people share with the servant?

2. Why was the man preparing the big dinner (God) angry?

3. What kind of excuses might we offer today when invited to hear the Word?

4. What does the invitation to the second group of people show us about God’s love?

5. Whose fault was it that not all of the people were at the big dinner?

6. What curse does God give to those who reject the invitation?

7. What is the mission of the church today?

8. Why is the work of invitation so important even today?

9. When will the church be enabled to conclude its “mission invitation” work?

10. How might you be involved in mission work even while you are incarcerated?

11. On the basis of this story how would you say a person comes to faith?

Closing Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to understand the importance of studying the Bible. Help each of us appreciate the task that you have given us, the task of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and what he has done for each of us at the cross of Calvary.  We ask you to bless this work!  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION® (NIrV). NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Adapted from a Bible study by Duane Anderson, no date.
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