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PARABLES OF OUR LORD 

WHAT IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD  AND YOUR PARENTS?
Story of the Lost (Prodigal) Son

Luke 15:11-32

INTRODUCTION

A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  As we look at the parable we do not try to apply every thought but we apply the main thought of the parable to its spiritual teaching.
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Have you ever run away from home?  Why did you do it?  What happened?  Did you go back home again?  Were you welcomed when you came back.  Have you ever directly disobeyed your parent(s)?  How was it resolved or has it been resolved?

PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, we have disobeyed you just as we have disobeyed our earthly parents.  Lead us to repentance over that disobedience and through the power of your Holy Spirit help us to rejoice in your forgiveness through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.

GOD’S WORD – Luke 15:11-32
 11 Jesus continued, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger son spoke to his father. He said, 'Father, give me my share of the family property.' So the father divided his property between his two sons. 13 "Not long after that, the younger son packed up all he had. Then he left for a country far away. There he wasted his money on wild living. 14 He spent everything he had.   "Then the whole country ran low on food. So the son didn't have what he needed. 15 He went to work for someone who lived in that country, who sent him to the fields to feed the pigs. 16 The son wanted to fill his stomach with the food the pigs were eating. But no one gave him anything.  17 "Then he began to think clearly again. He said, 'How many of my father's hired workers have more than enough food! But here I am dying from hunger! 18 I will get up and go back to my father. I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven. And I have sinned against you. 19 I am no longer fit to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired workers." ' 20 So he got up and went to his father.   "While the son was still a long way off, his father saw [image: image3.jpg]


him. He was filled with tender love for his son. He ran to him. He threw his arms around him and kissed him.  21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your son.'   22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattest calf and kill it. Let's have a big dinner and celebrate. 24 This son of mine was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he is found.'   "So they began to celebrate. 
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25 "The older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants. He asked him what was going on. 27 " 'Your brother has come home,' the servant replied. 'Your father has killed the fattest calf. He has done this because your brother is back safe and sound.' 

 28 "The older brother became angry. He refused to go in. So his father went out and begged him.  29 "But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've worked like a slave for you. I have always obeyed your orders. You never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But this son of yours wasted your money with some prostitutes. Now he comes home. And for him you kill the fattest calf!'   31 " 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me. Everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad. This brother of yours was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he is found.' " 

DISCUSSION

1. Who does the father represent?

2. Who does the son represent? 

3. Who does the older brother represent?

4. Why do you think the younger brother left home?

5. Why did the father not try to talk his son out of leaving home?

6. How do you think the father felt about his son’s leaving?

7. How did the son’s adventure go?

8. How did the father react to his son’s return?

9. Did the father’s love depend on what his son had done?

10. How did the older brother feel about his father’s decision?

APPLICATION

1. What do we learn about God’s love from this story?

2. How does God continue to show his love to us today?
3. Have you ever turned away from God?  If so, why?

4. What is your relationship with your earthly parent(s)?

5. What is the main point in this parable?
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