TEACHER’S GUIDE - PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE – DAVID AND GOLIATH
“Can We Get Along Without God”

PRAYER: Dear Lord, you use different people in different ways to accomplish your purposes.  Help us to see that you can use us as your witnesses and to realize that we cannot get along without you.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: Have you ever thought you could get along without God? (Various answers.  There are times when we all TRY to get along without God when we don’t follow what we know is right and when we don’t avoid what we know is wrong.) What showed you that you could not?  (Various answers.  Usually we will fail somewhere along the line and realize that we cannot do it ourselves; we need God!) What kind of difficult challenges have you faced in your life?  (Various answers. Perhaps trying to do the right thing when everyone else around you is doing the wrong thing.) Did you fail?  Were you partially successful?  Were you fully successful?  Are you willing to share one of those times?  (Various answers.  Note:  Don’t spend too much time on these questions or you may run short in studying the Bible story!)
Read 1 Samuel 17 - 1 The Philistines gathered their army together for war. They came to Socoh in Judah. They set up camp at Ephes Dammim. It was between Socoh and Azekah. 2 Saul and the army of Israel gathered together. They camped in the Valley of Elah. They lined up their men to fight against the Philistines. 3 The Philistine army was camped on one hill. Israel's army was on another. The valley was between them. 4 A mighty hero named Goliath came out of the Philistine camp. He was from Gath. He was more than nine feet tall. 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head. He wore a coat of bronze armor. It weighed 125 pounds. 6 On his legs he wore bronze guards. He carried a bronze javelin on his back. 7 His spear was as big as a weaver's rod. Its iron point weighed 15 pounds. The man who carried his shield walked along in front of him. 8 Goliath stood and shouted to the soldiers of Israel. He said, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? I'm a Philistine. You are servants of Saul. Choose one of your men. Have him come down and face me. 9 If he's able to fight and kill me, we'll become your slaves. But if I win and kill him, you will become our slaves and serve us." 10 Goliath continued, "This very day I dare the soldiers of Israel to send a man down to fight against me." 11 Saul and the whole army of Israel heard what the Philistine said. They were terrified. 12 David was the son of an Ephrathite. His name was Jesse. He was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight sons. When Saul was king, Jesse was already very old. 13 Jesse's three oldest sons had followed Saul into battle. The oldest son was Eliab. The second was Abinadab. The third was Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. The three oldest sons followed Saul. 15 But David went back and forth from Saul's camp to Bethlehem. He went to Bethlehem to take care of his father's sheep. 16 Every morning and evening Goliath came forward and stood there. He did it for 40 days. 17 Jesse said to his son David, "Get at least half a bushel of grain that has been cooked. Also get ten loaves of bread. Take all of it to your brothers. Hurry to their camp. 18 Take along these ten chunks of cheese to the commander of their company. Find out how your brothers are doing. Bring me back some word about them. 19 They are with Saul and all of the men of Israel. They are in the Valley of Elah. They are fighting against the Philistines." 20 Early in the morning David left his father's flock in the care of a shepherd. David loaded up the food and started out, just as Jesse had directed. David reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions. The soldiers were shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines were lining up their armies for battle. The armies were facing each other. 22 David left what he had brought with the man who took care of the supplies. He ran to the battle lines and greeted his brothers. 23 As David was talking with them, Goliath stepped forward from his line. Goliath was a mighty Philistine hero from Gath. He again dared someone to fight him, and David heard it. 24 When Israel's army saw Goliath, all of them ran away from him. That's because they were filled with fear. 25 The men of Israel had been saying, "Just look at how this man keeps stepping forward! Again and again he dares Israel to fight him. The king will make the man who kills him very wealthy. He will also give him his daughter to be his wife. He won't require anyone in his family to pay any taxes in Israel." 26 David spoke to the men who were standing near him. He asked them, "What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine? Goliath is bringing shame on Israel. What will be done for the one who removes it? This Philistine isn't even circumcised. He dares the armies of the living God to fight him. Who does he think he is?" 27 The men told David what Israel's soldiers had been saying. The men told him what would be done for the man who killed Goliath. 28 David's oldest brother Eliab heard him speaking with the men. So he burned with anger at him. He asked him, "Why have you come down here? Who did you leave those few sheep in the desert with? I know how proud you are. I know how evil your heart is. The only reason you came down here was to watch the battle." 29 "What have I done now?" said David. "Can't I even speak?" 30 Then he turned away to speak to some other men. He asked them the same question he had asked before. And they gave him the same answer. 31 Someone heard what David said and reported it to Saul. So Saul sent for him. 32 David said to Saul, "Don't let anyone lose hope because of that Philistine. I'll go out and fight him." 33 Saul replied, "You aren't able to go out there and fight that Philistine. You are too young. He's been a fighting man ever since he was a boy." 34 But David said to Saul, "I've been taking care of my father's sheep. Sometimes a lion or a bear would come and carry off a sheep from the flock. 35 Then I would go after it and hit it. I would save the sheep it was carrying in its mouth. If it turned around to attack me, I would grab hold of its hair. I would strike it down and kill it. 36 In fact, I've killed both a lion and a bear. I'll do the same thing to this Philistine. He isn't even circumcised. He has dared the armies of the living God to fight him. 37 "The Lord saved me from the paw of the lion. He saved me from the paw of the bear. And he'll save me from the powerful hand of this Philistine too." Saul said to David, "Go. And may the Lord be with you." 38 Then Saul dressed David in his own military clothes. He put a coat of armor on him. He put a bronze helmet on his head. 39 David put on Saul's sword over his clothes. He walked around for a while in all of that armor because he wasn't used to it. "I can't go out there in all of this armor," he said to Saul. "I'm not used to it." So he took it off. 40 Then David picked up his wooden staff. He went down to a stream and chose five smooth stones. He put them in the pocket of his shepherd's bag. Then he took his sling in his hand and approached Goliath.  41 At that same time, the Philistine kept coming closer to David. The man who was carrying Goliath's shield walked along in front of him. 42 Goliath looked David over. He saw how young he was. He also saw how tanned and handsome he was. And he hated him. 43 He said to David, "Why are you coming at me with sticks? Do you think I'm only a dog?" The Philistine called down curses on David in the name of his god. 44 "Come over here," he said. "I'll feed your body to the birds of the air! I'll feed it to the wild animals!" 45 David said to Goliath, "You are coming to fight against me with a sword, a spear and a javelin. But I'm coming against you in the name of the Lord who rules over all. He is the God of the armies of Israel. He's the one you have dared to fight against. 46 "This very day the Lord will hand you over to me. I'll strike you down. I'll cut your head off. This very day I'll feed the bodies of the Philistine army to the birds of the air. I'll feed them to the wild animals. Then the whole world will know there is a God in Israel. 47 "The Lord doesn't save by using a sword or a spear. And everyone who is here will know it. The battle belongs to the Lord. He will hand all of you over to us." 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly to the battle line to meet him. 49 He reached into his bag. He took out a stone. He put it in his sling. He slung it at Goliath. The stone hit him on the forehead and sank into it. He fell to the ground on his face. 50 So David won the fight against Goliath with a sling and a stone. He struck the Philistine down and killed him. He did it without even using a sword. 51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of Goliath's sword and pulled it out. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. 

   The Philistines saw that their hero was dead. So they turned around and ran away. 52 Then the men of Israel and Judah shouted and rushed forward. They chased the Philistines to the entrance of Gath. They chased them to the gates of Ekron. The dead bodies of the Philistines were scattered all along the road to Gath and Ekron. That's the road that leads to Shaaraim. 53 Israel's army returned from chasing the Philistines. They had taken everything from the Philistine camp. 54 David picked up Goliath's head. He brought it to Jerusalem. He put Goliath's weapons in his own tent. 55 Saul had been watching David as he went out to meet the Philistine. He spoke to Abner, the commander of the army. He said to him, "Abner, whose son is that young man?" Abner replied, "King Saul, I don't know. And that's just as sure as you are alive." 56 The king said, "Find out whose son that young man is." 57 After David killed Goliath, he returned to the camp. Then Abner brought him to Saul. David was still carrying Goliath's head. 58 "Young man, whose son are you?" Saul asked him. David said, "I'm the son of Jesse from Bethlehem."
Note to the teacher:  If this chapter is too long you might read 17:1-11, 20-29, 32-37, 40-50. 
Discussion Questions:
1. What impresses you about David?
David had a confident faith in his God, not in his own strength or ability.
2. The Bible says that Goliath was “more than nine feet tall.”  Was this true or did he only look larger than the Israelites?  Explain you answer.

The average Israelite was probably only about five feet tall so this man did look larger – even if he were only six or seven feet tall but the Bible tells us he was nine feet tall and the Bible does not lie!
3. What does verse 28 tell us about the attitude of Eliab, David’s oldest brother?

He was jealous of David and David’s accomplishments. Perhaps he was also jealous that he had to go to war while his younger brother could stay home and tend the sheep.
4. What does David’s response in verse 29 tell us about David?

David was not “egging on” his brother or trying to defend himself.  He would let that defense come from someone else or be proved by his God-pleasing actions.
5. What does David’s retelling of the story about the lion and the bear tell us about David?

This is proof that David was not afraid to fight against strong odds against him.  He had committed his life to the Lord and looked to the Lord at all times for the strength and help he needed to do the right thing.
6. Would you have been willing to up against Goliath under similar circumstances?  Explain your answer.

Various answers.  Most of us (all of us?) would back down and say, “Let someone else do it.”  It takes real faith to go against the opposition when the odds are stacked against you.
7. If David was only going to need one stone to kill Goliath, why did he pick up five stones (verse 40).

David was not overconfident in his own ability.  He trusted in the Lord for deliverance and victory but he did not know how the Lord would answer his prayers.  He would certainly give it “his all” and use every bit of strength and power he had but he know the victory (or loss) was in the hands of the Lord.
8. Is there a lesson for you in verses 40 and 49?  What is it?

We are to be confident in what we do – especially if we are doing what we know is right.  However, that does not mean that the Lord will always answer our prayers in the time and manner that we request.  Sometimes he withholds “victory” because he knows that in the longer picture of life that will be for the best.  Sometimes he answers us with a different answer than we have requested because he knows that is better for our life now and for eternal life.  However, we always move forward prayerfully asking the Lord to guide us in all we do, trusting that his will be done.
9. Are there other lessons you can learn from this Bible story?
Various answers.  It is not always the oldest or strongest that wins the war, but the one who trusts in the Lord for all things.  Also, there are times when God puts us in difficult situations because he knows we can accomplish great things for him if given the opportunity.  What might an inmate do in the difficult situations of incarceration to show his/her faith?
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