TEACHER’S GUIDE - PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE – PHILIP
An Apostle of Jesus but An Unlikely Leader
PRAYER: O Lord God, heavenly Father, you have called sinful human beings to be your servants.  Thank you for men like Philip.  Help me to learn from him today to become a better leader in your service.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The twelve disciples or apostles were an unlikely bunch.  They did not have any seminary training when they were called.  They didn’t have any special education.  Several of them were fishermen.  But the Lord Jesus, who called them to faith, also called them into his service and blessed them through the power of the Holy Spirit to be able to carry God’s Word to the people.  Of the original twelve, only John did not suffer a martyr’s death for the sake of the gospel.
Read John 1:43-45 -  43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." 44 Philip was from the town of Bethsaida. So were Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the One that Moses wrote about in the Law. The prophets also wrote about him. He is Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

1. What was Philip’s role in connecting Jesus with other disciples?

He was eager to share the good news of Jesus with his friend Nathanael. This shows him as a leader – the kind of leader each Christian should be – as we share the good news of Jesus.
Read John 6:5-7 -  5 Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him. So he said to Philip, "Where can we buy bread for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only to put Philip to the test. He already knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, "Eight months' pay would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 

2. How would you describe Philip’s response to Jesus about the amount of food needed?

He was concerned about how much money it would cost to feed 5000 people.  To him it seemed like an insurmountable obstacle.

Read John 12:20-26 - 20 There were some Greeks among the people who went up to worship during the Feast. 21 They came to ask Philip for a favor. Philip was from Bethsaida in Galilee. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22 Philip went to tell Andrew. Then Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 23 Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to receive glory. 24 What I'm about to tell you is true. Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only one seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 "Anyone who loves his life will lose it. But anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it and have eternal life. 26 Anyone who serves me must follow me. And where I am, my servant will also be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

3. Why do you think Philip took Andrew along to ask Jesus the question?
He probably was uncertain about Jesus’ response and did not want to be rejected when he asked the question.  As Christians we should never be afraid to approach our Savior with anything and everything – as long as it is not against him and his word.
Read John 14:1-12 -  1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God. Trust in me also. 

 2 "There are many rooms in my Father's house. If this were not true, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and do that, I will come back. And I will take you to be with me. Then you will also be where I am. 4 "You know the way to the place where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going. So how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father also. From now on, you do know him. And you have seen him." 8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father. That will be enough for us." 9 Jesus answered, "Don't you know me, Philip? I have been among you such a long time! Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. So how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  10 "Don't you believe that I am in the Father? Don't you believe that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. The Father lives in me. He is the One who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say I am in the Father. Also believe that the Father is in me. Or at least believe what the miracles show about me. 12 "What I'm about to tell you is true. Anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. In fact, he will do even greater things. That is because I am going to the Father. 

4. Why did Philip still have doubts about Jesus?

Philip, like all of us, has a rational mind.  It is not logical that Jesus is the Son of God who would come down to earth to save the world’s people.  We can know that only from the Bible and accept it only by faith.  The Lord was using these times as teaching times because he knew that Philip would be one of the church’s leaders when Jesus was gone.
Application Questions – 

1. What can we learn from the experiences of Philip as he followed Jesus?
The Lord who called Philip to faith was calling him to service in the Lord’s kingdom.  Philip was no more perfect than any of us; he needed to be instructed in the way of the Lord.  We, too, can learn from the Lord through his Word and through people like Philip so we can be better leaders in God’s church.
2. Can you identify with Philip?  If so, in what way?

Various answers.  Sometimes we are timid and afraid to go it alone.  Perhaps we are not afraid to share the good news of Christ with others. 
3. On the basis of these passages from the Bible why would you say that Philip was an unlikely leader?

He does not appear to have any special gifts or talents that one would expect in a leader. He is somewhat timid in his approach to Jesus but the Lord uses people like that – people like you and me!
4. How might you tell someone about Jesus?

Various answers.  The main emphasis should always be on sin and grace.  We are sinners who deserve to be separated from God but Jesus was perfect for us and died on the cross in full payment of all of our sins.  We just need to be clear with that basic message and tactful in how we approach it.
5. Have you ever told someone about Jesus?  What was the reaction?

Various answers.  Here is a good time for a personal story if you have one. (I was preaching an Easter sermon one year and a first-time visitor, about 18 years old, was sitting in the front pew just a couple of feet from the pulpit.  I said to the congregation, “Jesus paid for all your sins by dying on the cross and rose from the dead to prove it.”  The young man responded out loud, “He did that for me?!”)
6. What makes a good leader in God’s church?

Various answers.  A person who has an unwavering faith in Jesus Christ as his/her Lord and Savior.  All the other skills can be learned but faith comes by hearing and believing the gospel.
Closing Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for revealing how you called Philip to faith and how he served you.  Help us who have been called to faith to also serve you.  Give us patience and understanding when we need them.  Assure us again and again of your forgiveness through Jesus our Savior.  Keep us from being timid in our faith-based, Christian walk.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
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