TEACHER’S GUIDE - PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE – SOLOMON
“What’s Most Important in Life?”

PRAYER: Dear Lord, we are faced with many different challenges in life.  Help us today as we study your Word to learn what is really important for life now and for eternal life.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
Note to teacher:  Try not to answer all the following questions in detail but only to get the student thinking. One could spend the whole lesson time on these questions and never get to God’s Word!

INTRODUCTION: What do you want out of life?  (Various answers. Compare earthly blessings with spiritual blessings.) What is most important to you?  (Various answers.  If getting to heaven is not listed pose that question.) Has that changed over the years?  (Various answers. You might ask if incarceration has made a difference in one’s outlook on life.)n What do you need to be successful in life? (Various answers. Again, compare the earthly with the spiritual.)  How can we judge if a person is successful or not? (Various answers.  The real answer comes in one’s relationship with God.)  Let us learn God’s answers to these questions as we study a portion of the life of King Solomon, successor to King David of Israel.  At this point in its history Israel was at its height of influence and power.
Read 1 Kings 3:4-28 - 4 King Solomon went to the city of Gibeon to offer sacrifices. That's where the most important high place was. He offered 1,000 burnt offerings on the altar that was there. 5 The Lord appeared to Solomon at Gibeon. He spoke to him in a dream during the night. God said, "Ask for anything you want me to give you." 6 Solomon answered, "You have been very kind to my father David, your servant. That's because he was faithful to you. He did what was right. His heart was honest. And you have continued to be very kind to him. You have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 7 "Lord my God, you have now made me king. You have put me in the place of my father David. But I'm only a little child. I don't know how to carry out my duties. 8 I'm here among the people you have chosen. They are a great nation. They are more than anyone can count. 9 So give me a heart that understands. Then I can rule over your people. I can tell the difference between what is right and what is wrong. Who can possibly rule over this great nation of yours?" 10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for that. 11 So God said to him, "You have not asked to live for a long time. You have not asked to be wealthy. You have not even asked to have your enemies killed. Instead, you have asked for understanding. You want to do what is right and fair when you judge people. Because that is what you have asked for, 12 I will give it to you. I will give you a wise and understanding heart. So here is what will be true of you. There has never been anyone like you. And there never will be. 13 "And that is not all. I will give you what you have not asked for. I will give you riches and honor. As long as you live, no other king will be as great as you are. 14 Live the way I want you to. Obey my laws and commands, just as your father David did. Then I will let you live for a long time." 15 Solomon woke up. He realized he had been dreaming. He returned to Jerusalem. He stood in front of the ark of the Lord's covenant. He sacrificed burnt offerings and friendship offerings. Then he gave a big dinner for all of his officials. 

Solomon Judges Wisely 

16 Two prostitutes came to the king. They stood in front of him. 17 One of them said, "My master, this woman and I live in the same house. I had a baby while she was there with me. 18 Three days after my child was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone. There wasn't anyone in the house but the two of us. 19 "During the night this woman's baby died. It happened because she was lying on top of him. 20 So she got up in the middle of the night. She took my son from my side while I was asleep. She put him by her breast. Then she put her dead son by my breast. 21 The next morning, I got up to nurse my son. But he was dead! I looked at him closely in the morning light. And I saw that it wasn't my baby." 22 The other woman said, "No! The living baby is my son. The dead one belongs to you." But the first woman said, "No! The dead baby is yours. The living one belongs to me." So they argued in front of the king. 23 The king said, "One of you says, 'My son is alive. Your son is dead.' The other one says, 'No! Your son is dead. Mine is alive.'" 24 He continued, "Bring me a sword." So a sword was brought to him. 25 Then he gave an order. He said, "Cut the living child in two. Give half to one woman and half to the other." 26 The woman whose son was alive was filled with deep concern for her son. She said to the king, "My master, please give her the living baby! Don't kill him!" But the other woman said, "Neither one of us will have him. Cut him in two!" 27 Then the king made his decision. He said, "Give the living baby to the first woman. Don't kill him. She's his mother." 28 All of the people of Israel heard about the decision the king had given. That gave them great respect for him. They saw that God had given him wisdom. They knew that Solomon would do what was right and fair when he judged people. 

Discussion Questions:
1. On the basis of this section of the Bible why do you think God chose Solomon over some of the other sons of David?
God looks at the heart and he saw in Solomon a heart of faith even though Solomon was far from perfect in his life.
2. What did God expect from Solomon as king (v.5b)?
God expected total reliance on him.
3. What is Solomon’s answer (vv. 7-9)?

Solomon asks for an understanding heart so he can tell the difference between right and wrong.
4. What four blessings does God promise Solomon (vv. 12-14)?

a. A wise and understanding heart.
b. Riches and honor.
c. There will be no king as great as he as long as he lives.
d. God promises Solomon a long life on this earth if he continues to obey the Lord.
5. What emotion does Solomon make use of in deciding which mother was the mother of the living baby?

The “deep concern” the mother had for her child – she would rather have the other woman raise the child than to have the child killed.  This is the kind of love only a mother can have for her child.
6. Do you know anything else about the life of King Solomon?  If so, share your knowledge.
Various answers.  He wrote Ecclesiastes, Proverbs and Song of Songs (Song of Solomon).  He is considered the richest man in the world’s history.  He had more than 300 wives and 700 concubines. He built the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem based on plans developed by his father David.  For a period of time in later life it seems as though he went away from the Lord but there is no reason to think that he did not repent and turn back to the Lord before he died.
Application Questions – 

1. From Solomon what have you learned today (Various answers)
a. About praying to God?

The Lord hears and answers the prayers of his believers often giving us more than we even asked for!
b. About what is important in life?

When we put our full confidence and trust in the Lord he will give us the best blessings for our life now and for eternal life.  (It  will not always be on our timetable or in just the way we think it should be done, however.)
c. About how to deal with problems?

Carry them to the Lord in prayer.  Use good Christian judgment in living our lives.
d. About how to use God’s gifts to us?

We need to recognize that all of our gifts are from the Lord and he expects us to use them to his honor and glory.  When we give and give our best the Lord will bless us as our life of faith shows itself.
e. About obeying God?

The First Commandment tells us that God is to be first in our life.  If we follow his will for our lives we will be blessed here and in eternity.
f. About the value of the Bible?

God spoke to Solomon in a dream but Solomon also had the five books of Moses (the first five books of the Bible), Israel’s early history in the Promised Land and most of the psalms.  He recognized that he was responsible to God who has revealed himself in the Bible.
2. How have you dealt with people who were jealous of you or jealous of something you accomplished?

Various answers.  Some people put down other people or argue with them.  Remember that jealousy is a sin that needs to be repented of. Solomon’s brothers were jealous that he became king and they did not but Solomon never retaliated against his brothers but tried to give them the  respect they deserved.
3. After studying this lesson how would you deal with people jealous of you?

Various answers.  We should respect the person even if we cannot accept his/her actions.  We need to help the person see his/her sin of jealousy and lead him/her to repentance.

4. Have you ever been jealous of someone else?  How should you handle your jealousy?

Various answers.  If we are jealous we should recognize it as a sin and repent of it.  We should look at the reason for the jealousy and recognize that God’s give each person different gifts and different blessings and we should rejoice in that and not be jealous of what we don’t have.

5. Who was the greatest of Solomon’s descendants?  (See Matthew 1:6-7)

Jesus.
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