TEACHER’S GUIDE - PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 
ABRAHAM – MAN OF FAITH
PRAYER: Dear Lord, as you show me the faith of Abraham help me to live by faith, not by my own reason or insights.  In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: What would you do if you were blindfolded and someone had to direct you down a mountain path with hairpin turns and steep drop offs?  Would you want just anyone to lead you?  Would you trust someone to lead you who had failed you in the past?  Let us learn how Abraham trusted the LORD and how the LORD blessed him.

Note: If you have a Bible map it would be well to show the extent of the journey Abraham made with just the trust that the LORD was leading him. In Genesis 1-16 Abraham is called “Abram” which means exalted father and Sarah is called “Sarai” which means princess. In chapter 17 God changes their names. “Abraham” means father of many and “Sarah” was to be a princess who would be mother of nations and kings.
God Chooses Abraham - Read Genesis 12:1-9:  1 The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country and your people. Leave your father's family. Go to the land I will show you.  2 "I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you. I will make your name great. You will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you. I will put a curse on anyone who calls down a curse on you. All nations on earth will be blessed because of you." 4 So Abram left, just as the Lord had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot. They took all of the things they had gotten in Haran. They also took the workers they had gotten there. They set out for the land of Canaan. And they arrived there. 6 Abram traveled through the land. He went as far as the large tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the people of Canaan were living in the land. 7 The Lord appeared to Abram at Shechem. He said, "I will give this land to your children after you." So Abram built an altar there to honor the Lord, who had appeared to him. 

 8 From there, Abram went on toward the hills east of Bethel. He set up his tent there. Bethel was to the west, and Ai was to the east. Abram built an altar there and worshiped the Lord. 9 Then Abram left and continued toward the Negev Desert. 
1. What were the three orders God gave to Abraham in verse one?
a. .Leave his country and his people.
b. .Leave his father’s family.
c. .Go to the land the Lord would show him
2. What is the three-fold covenant (agreement) that God made with Abraham in verses 2 & 3?

a. .God would make his family into a great nation.
b. .God would bless him.
c. .All nations would be blessed because of him. (Jesus would come from his descendants.)
God Makes a Covenant with Abraham - Read Genesis 15:1-7: 1 Some time later, Abram had a vision. The Lord said to him, "Abram, do not be afraid. I am like a shield to you. I am your very great reward." 2 But Abram said, "Lord and King, what can you give me? I still don't have any children. My servant Eliezer comes from Damascus. When I die, he will get everything I own." 3 Abram continued, "You haven't given me any children. So a servant in my house will get everything I own." 4 Then a message came to Abram from the Lord. He said, "This man will not get what belongs to you. A son will come from your own body. He will get everything you own." 5 The Lord took Abram outside and said, "Look up at the sky. Count the stars, if you can." Then he said to him, "That is how many children you will have." 6 Abram believed the Lord. The Lord accepted Abram because he believed. So his faith made him right with the Lord. 7 He also said to Abram, "I am the Lord. I brought you out of Ur in Babylonia. I wanted to give you this land to take as your very own." 

3. What was missing in Abraham and Sarah’s marriage?

They had no children and therefore no descendants to follow. (Remember they were 75 and 65 years old respectively when they left Haran.)
4. What did Abraham suggest to God to solve his problem of no descendants?

He was preparing to pass everything over to his faithful servant, Eliezer, a Syrian.
Hagar and Ishmael - Read Genesis 16:1-15: 1 Abram's wife Sarai had never had any children by him. But she had a female servant from Egypt named Hagar. 2 So she said to Abram, "The Lord has kept me from having children. Go and make love to my servant. Maybe I can have a family through her." Abram agreed to what Sarai had said. 3 After he had been living in Canaan for ten years, his wife Sarai gave him her servant Hagar to be his wife. 4 He made love to Hagar. And she became pregnant. When Hagar knew she was pregnant, she began to look down on the woman who owned her. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, "It's your fault that I'm suffering like this. I put my servant in your arms. Now that she knows she's pregnant, she looks down on me. May the Lord judge between you and me. May he decide which of us is right." 6 "Your servant belongs to you," Abram said. "Do with her what you think is best." Then Sarai treated Hagar badly. So Hagar ran away from her. 

 7 The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring of water in the desert. The spring was beside the road to Shur. 8 He said, "Hagar, you are the servant of Sarai. Where have you come from? Where are you going?" "I'm running away from my owner Sarai," she answered.  9 Then the angel of the Lord told her, "Go back to the woman who owns you. Obey her." 10 The angel continued, "I will greatly increase the number of your children after you. You will have more of them than anyone can count." 11 The angel of the Lord also said to her, "You are now pregnant. You will have a son.  You will name him Ishmael.  That is because the Lord has heard about your suffering. 12 He will be like a wild donkey.  He will use his power against everyone. And everyone will be against him. He will not be friendly toward any of his relatives."  13 She gave a name to the Lord who spoke to her. She called him "You are the God who sees me." That's because she said, "I have now seen the One who sees me." 14 That's why the well was named Beer Lahai Roi. It's still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 15 So Hagar had a son by Abram. And Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had by him.
5. What did Abraham and Sarah decide to do (on their own) in order to have a son?

Abraham would have a son with Sarah’s servant Hagar and they would “adopt” it to be their own.
Three Men Visit Abraham – Read Genesis 18:1-15: 1 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the large trees of Mamre. Abraham was sitting at the entrance to his tent. It was the hottest time of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. He quickly left the entrance to his tent to meet them. He bowed low to the ground. 3 He said, "My lord, if you are pleased with me, don't pass me by. 4 Let a little water be brought. All of you can wash your feet and rest under this tree.  5 "Let me get you something to eat to give you strength. Then you can go on your way. I want to do this for you now that you have come to me."  "All right," they answered. "Go ahead and do it." 6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. "Quick!" he said. "Get about half a bushel of fine flour. Mix it and bake some bread." 7 Then he ran to the herd. He picked out a choice, tender calf. He gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 Then he brought some butter and milk and the calf that had been prepared. He served them to the three men. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 9 "Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him. "Over there, in the tent," he said. 10 Then the Lord said, "You can be sure that I will return to you about this time next year. Your wife Sarah will have a son."  Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were already very old. Sarah was too old to have a baby. 12 So she laughed to herself. She thought, "I'm worn out, and my husband is old. Can I really know the joy of having a baby?" 13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh? Why did she say, 'Will I really have a baby, now that I am old?' 14 Is anything too hard for me? I will return to you at the appointed time next year. Sarah will have a son." 15 Sarah was afraid. So she lied and said, "I didn't laugh." But the Lord said, "Yes, you did." 

6. Who were these three men who appeared to Abraham and Sarah?

Two angels and the pre-incarnate Jesus. (Note that when Moses writes this down by inspiration he says [v. 13], “Then the Lord said to Abraham…”)
7. Why did Sarah laugh at the message of these three men?

She realized that humanly speaking she was well beyond the age or ability to have children so she thought these men didn’t know what they were talking about. Her faith was not as strong as that of Abraham.
Isaac is Born – Read Genesis 21:1-5: 1 The Lord was gracious to Sarah, just as he had said he would be. He did for Sarah what he had promised to do. 2 Sarah became pregnant. She had a son by Abraham when he was old. He was born at the exact time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah had by him. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him. He did it exactly as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 

8. What does this account prove to you as a Christian today?

We can rely on God’s promises even if they don’t seem humanly possible.
God Puts Abraham to the Test – Read Genesis 22:1-19: 1 Some time later God put Abraham to the test. He said to him, "Abraham!"  "Here I am," Abraham replied.  2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son. He is the one you love. Take Isaac. Go to Moriah. Give him to me there as a burnt offering. Sacrifice him on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up. He put a saddle on his donkey. He took two of his servants and his son Isaac with him. He cut enough wood for the burnt offering. Then he started out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up. He saw the place a long way off. 5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there and worship. Then we'll come back to you."  6 Abraham put the wood for the burnt offering on his son Isaac. He himself carried the fire and the knife. The two of them walked on together. 7 Then Isaac spoke up. He said to his father Abraham, "Father?"  "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied.  "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said. "But where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." The two of them walked on together. 9 They reached the place God had told Abraham about. There Abraham built an altar. He arranged the wood on it. He tied up his son Isaac. He placed him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand. He took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven. He said, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," Abraham replied. 12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you have respect for God. You have not held back from me your son, your only son." 13 Abraham looked up. There in a bush he saw a ram. It was caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram. He sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham named that place The Lord Will Provide. To this day people say, "It will be provided on the mountain of the Lord." 15 The angel of the Lord called out to Abraham from heaven a second time. 16 He said, "I am taking an oath in my own name. I will bless you because of what you have done," announces the Lord. "You have not held back your son, your only son.  17 "So I will certainly bless you. I will make your children after you as many as the stars in the sky. I will make them as many as the grains of sand on the seashore. Your children will take over the cities of their enemies. 18 All nations on earth will be blessed because of your children. All of that will happen because you have obeyed me." 19 Then Abraham returned to his servants. They started out together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.
9. Why was the order that God gave to Abraham so difficult for him to understand and carry out?

He knew that Isaac was the son God promised who would carry on his family line and be an ancestor of the promised Savior.  It took faith to “kill” his only son but he knew this is what God was asking him to do.  Note: The Bible refers to Isaac as Abraham’s “only” son but we know he fathered Ishmael and later also other children.  But this was the “only” son God promised and sent to be the one who would carry on the line of the Savior.
10. What can you learn from this account?

When God makes a promise he will keep it – even if it does not seem humanly possible.  We need to trust the promises God makes to us – e.g., forgiveness through Jesus, the promise of a heavenly home, that all things will work out for good, that God will never leave us or forsake us, etc.
11. Why can this account be considered a “double feature,” or a double image of Jesus’ work on earth?
a. Isaac, Abraham’s only son was prepared for sacrifice… God prepared his only son for sacrifice on the cross to pay for the sins of the entire world.
b. A ram was substituted for Isaac at the last minute by God …  There was no escape for Jesus.  He had to go through suffering and death for the world’s redemption. Jesus died for Isaac as well as for all of us.
c. Why is Abraham known as a man of great faith? Because he was willing to set aside his own feelings and desires and totally follow what the Lord asked of him without question.
Abraham – A Hero of Faith - Read Hebrews 11:8-19: 8 Abraham had faith. So he obeyed God. God called him to go to a place he would later receive as his own. So he went. He did it even though he didn't know where he was going. 9 Because of his faith he made his home in the land God had promised him. He was like an outsider in a strange country. He lived there in tents. So did Isaac and Jacob. They received the same promise he did. 10 Abraham was looking forward to the city that has foundations. He was waiting for the city that God planned and built. 11 Abraham had faith. So God made it possible for him to become a father. He became a father even though he was too old. Sarah also was too old to have children. But Abraham believed that the One who made the promise was faithful. 12 Abraham was past the time when he could have children. But many children came from that one man. They were as many as the stars in the sky. They were as many as the sand on the seashore. No one could count them.  13 All those people were still living by faith when they died. They didn't receive the things God had promised. They only saw them and welcomed them from a long way off. They openly said that they were outsiders and strangers on earth.  14 People who say things like that show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 What if they had been thinking of the country they had left? Then they could have returned to it. 16 Instead, they longed for a better country. They wanted one in heaven. So God is pleased when they call him their God. In fact, he has prepared a city for them. 17 Abraham had faith. So he offered Isaac as a sacrifice. That happened when God put him to the test. Abraham had received the promises. But he was about to offer his one and only son. 18 God had said to him, "Your family line will continue through Isaac."—(Genesis 21:12) Even so, Abraham was going to offer him up. 19 Abraham believed that God could raise the dead. In a way, he did receive Isaac back from death. 

12. Why did Abraham obey God’s call, even though he did not know where God was sending him?

Because he believed in God’s promises totally and completely.  He had faith!
13. How was Abraham willing to sacrifice his only son, knowing that the future of the nation of Israel depended on Isaac’s children?

He believed that God would take care of that, even raise Isaac back to life if he killed him.
14. Even though Abraham never knew Jesus, how was he saved?

Like all the Old Testament believers Abraham was saved by faith – faith in the Savior who was to come and pay for the sins of the world. 
15. How are you saved?

We are saved the only way anyone can be saved – through faith in Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior.  He was perfect for us because we could never be perfect.  He shed his blood on the cross in payment for our sins.  He rose on the Third Day to prove to us that all of this is true.
16. How do you compare your faith with that of Abraham?

Various answers.  I don’t think I would have had the faith of Abraham to actually kill my own child.  We all need our faith strengthened to better follow and trust in the Lord as he leads and guides us in our daily lives.  He strengthens that faith using the Word (and the sacraments).
Closing Prayer

Faith is a living power from heaven

That grasps the promise God has given,

A trust that cannot be overthrown,

Fixed heartily on Christ alone.

(Christian Worship 404, verse 1)

Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica.
Adapted from a Bible study originally prepared by Duane Anderson (no date).
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