TEACHERS’ GUIDE - PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE – JONAH
The Reluctant, Rebellious Prophet
PRAYER: Dear Lord, so often we know what you want us to do and yet we do just the opposite.  Please forgive us for all of those sins where we have rebelled against you.  Send your Holy Spirit today to strengthen us through your Word so we may more faithfully follow you every day of our lives.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: We usually think of God’s prophets and people who always did what the Lord wanted.  The prophets were no different than we are – they had their strong moments and their weak moments.  We see both weakness and strength shown in the life and work of Jonah.
Note to the teacher:  Try to read the entire account if there is time.  If time is short the story could be told rather than read.

Read Jonah - Jonah Runs Away From the Lord 

 1:1 A message from the Lord came to Jonah. He was the son of Amittai. The Lord said, 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh. Preach against it. The sins of its people have come to my attention." 3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord. He headed for Tarshish. So he went down to the port of Joppa. There he found a ship that was going to Tarshish. He paid the fare and went on board. Then he sailed for Tarshish. He was running away from the Lord. 4 But the Lord sent a strong wind over the Mediterranean Sea. A wild storm came up. It was so wild that the ship was in danger of breaking apart. 5 All of the sailors were afraid. Each one cried out to his own god for help. They threw the ship's contents into the sea. They were trying to make the ship lighter. But Jonah had gone below deck. There he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain went down to him and said, "How can you sleep? Get up and call out to your god for help! Maybe he'll pay attention to what's happening to us. Then we won't die." 7 The sailors said to one another, "Come. Let's cast lots to find out who is to blame for getting us into all of this trouble." So they did. And Jonah was picked. 8 They asked him, "What terrible thing have you done to bring all of this trouble on us? Tell us. What do you do for a living? Where do you come from? What is your country? What people do you belong to?" 9 He answered, "I'm a Hebrew. I worship the Lord. He is the God of heaven. He made the sea and the land." 10 They found out he was running away from the Lord. That's because he had told them. Then they became terrified. So they asked him, "How could you do a thing like that?" 11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, "What should we do to you to make the sea calm down?" 12 "Pick me up and throw me into the sea," he replied. "Then it will become calm. I know it's my fault that this terrible storm has come on you." 13 Instead of doing what he said, the men did their best to row back to land. But they couldn't. The sea got even rougher than before. 14 Then they cried out to the Lord. They prayed, "Lord, please don't let us die for taking this man's life. After all, he might not be guilty of doing anything wrong. So don't hold us accountable for killing him. Lord, you always do what you want to." 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard. And the stormy sea became calm. 16 When the men saw what had happened, they began to have great respect for the Lord. They offered a sacrifice to him. And they made promises to him. 17 But the Lord sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside the fish for three days and three nights. 

Jonah Prays to the Lord 

2:1 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 2 He said, "When I was in trouble, I called out to you. And you answered me. When I had almost drowned, I called out for help. And you listened to my cry. 3 You threw me into the Mediterranean Sea. I was in the middle of its waters. They were all around me. All of your rolling waves were sweeping over me. 4 I said, 'I have been driven away from you. But I will look again toward your holy temple in Jerusalem.' 5 I had almost drowned in the waves. The deep waters were all around me. Seaweed was wrapped around my head. 6 I sank down to the bottom of the mountains. I thought I had died and gone down into the grave forever. But you brought my life up from the very edge of the pit. You are the Lord my God. 7 "When my life was nearly over, I remembered you, Lord. My prayer rose up to you. It reached you in your holy temple in heaven. 8 "Some people worship the worthless statues of their gods. They turn away from the grace you want to give them. 9 But I will sacrifice a thank offering to you. And I will sing a song of thanks. I will do what I have promised. Lord, you are the one who saves." 10 The Lord gave the fish a command. And it spit Jonah up onto dry land. 

Jonah Goes to Nineveh 

3:1 A message came to Jonah from the Lord a second time. He said, 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh. Announce to its people the message I give you."  3 Jonah obeyed the Lord. He went to Nineveh. It was a very important city. In fact, it took about three days to see all of it. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He announced, "In 40 days Nineveh will be destroyed." 5 The people of Nineveh believed God's warning. They decided not to eat any food for a while. All of them put on black clothes. That's what everyone from the least important of them to the most important did. 6 The news reached the king of Nineveh. He got up from his throne. He took his royal robes off and dressed himself in black clothes. He sat down in the dust. 7 Then he sent out a message to the people of Nineveh. He said, "I and my nobles give this order. "Don't let any person or animal taste anything. That includes your herds and flocks. People and animals must not eat or drink anything. 8 Let people and animals alike be covered with black cloth. All of you must call out to God with all your hearts. Stop doing what is evil. Don't harm others. 9 Who knows? God might take pity on us. He might turn away from his burning anger. Then we won't die." 10 God saw what they did. They stopped doing what was evil. So he took pity on them. He didn't destroy them as he had said he would. 

The Lord Shows Concern for Nineveh 

 4:1 But Jonah was very upset. He became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and said, "Lord, isn't this exactly what I thought would happen when I was still at home? That's why I was so quick to run away to Tarshish. I knew that you are gracious. You are tender and kind. You are slow to get angry. You are full of love. You are a God who takes pity on people. You don't want to destroy them. 3 Lord, take away my life. I'd rather die than live." 4 But the Lord replied, "Do you have any right to be angry?" 5 Jonah left the city. He sat down at a place east of it. There he put some branches over his head. He sat in their shade. He waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God sent a vine and made it grow up over Jonah. It gave him more shade for his head. It made him more comfortable. Jonah was very happy he had the vine. 7 But before sunrise the next day, God sent a worm. It chewed the vine so much that it dried up.  8 When the sun rose, God sent a burning east wind. The sun beat down on Jonah's head. It made him very weak. He wanted to die. So he said, "I'd rather die than live." 9 But God said to Jonah, "Do you have any right to be angry about what happened to the vine?" "I do," he said. "In fact, I'm angry enough to die." 10 But the Lord said, "You have been concerned about this vine. But you did not take care of it. You did not make it grow. It grew up in one night and died the next. 11 Nineveh has more than 120,000 people. They can't tell right from wrong. Nineveh also has a lot of cattle. So shouldn't I show concern for that great city?" 

Discussion Questions:
1. What is the attitude of the sailors (1:10-14)?
They feared “god” and realized that any storms and problems were sent by an angry god. When Jonah told them it was the “LORD” they were afraid the LORD would punish them.  Like everyone else, they had a natural knowledge of God and did not want to offend him.  What they did not have, and could not have from that natural knowledge of God, was the comfort of God’s forgiveness and salvation.
2. How does Jonah show that his faith in the true God is not completely lost (1:9; 2)?
He knows that the problems the sailors were experiencing were because of his disobedience to the Lord.  He has not denied the existence of God or his responsibility toward his God.  He also shows that he still has faith when he prays to the Lord from inside the fish.
3. After Jonah is saved from the big fish, why does God still want him to go to Nineveh?
God does not change his mind and give us an easier task just because we don’t like the task he has given us.  Rather, God will give us the strength we need to carry out his will in our lives. Also, God wanted the people of Nineveh to be given another chance to repent before God would destroy them and God was going to use Jonah to do that – no one else!
4. Why was Jonah angry with God? Did he have a right to be angry?
He was angry with God because God did not destroy the heathen city of Nineveh.  He wanted to see God’s justice, not his mercy and forgiveness.  Jonah had no right to be angry with God.  God was showing mercy in giving the people another chance to repent and Jonah should have been happy about that.
5. What was the response to Jonah’s preaching?

The people repented and believed God’s message through Jonah.  The “black cloth” might be compared to a gunny sack, rough and itchy, to show that one was repenting.  Sitting in the dust or pouring ashes over one’s head was another way to show God that we have no good within ourselves but we totally need his blessing, forgiveness and salvation.
6. How do we know this is a true story, not an allegory? 
See Matthew 12:39-41, Luke 11:29-30. If the story of Jonah is not true then the story of Jesus rising from the dead might not be true either.  The Bible stands or falls on the basis of it all – it is either all true or it is not. 
Application Questions – 

1. What was so amazing about the repentance of Nineveh?
These were heathen people who had no real relationship with the true God yet God’s Word through Jonah worked repentance and faith in their hearts.
2. What is so amazing about the fact that you are a Christian today?
Various answers. We could never “find” Jesus ourselves.  It is only by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, a faith worked by the Holy Spirit, that we are believers today.
3. Has God ever given you a second chance to do the right thing after you have done the wrong thing? Explain.
Various answers.  If the person is presently incarcerated the Lord is giving him/her a second chance to repent, to be forgiven, and to receive the Spirit’s help and guidance for a different life.
4. What does this book teach us about God (see especially 3:10 and 4:11)?

God is a just God.  He did not let Jonah get off the hook just because Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh.  God is also a merciful God.  He wants all people to be saved and sent Jonah so the people of Nineveh would have the opportunity for forgiveness and salvation.
5. Why should we never give up telling people about Jesus?

We never know if and when the Holy Spirit might touch that person’s heart even if he/she has rejected it for almost a lifetime.  Look at Saul, the greatest persecutor of early Christians, who became Paul, one of the greatest missionaries of all time for the gospel of Christ.
6. God was calling Jonah to repentance with the worm and the east wind. What has he used in your life to call you to repentance?

Various answers.  Perhaps the person’s incarceration might be that “call.”
7. Is God calling you to repentance today?

God is calling each of us to repentance every day of our lives so he is calling you to repentance today.  He is also giving us the blessings of his Word where we have revealed the forgiveness of our sins and the certainty of eternal salvation through faith in Christ.
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