PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE – THE TEN LEPERS
The Christian’s Response to Jesus’ Healing
PRAYER: O Lord God, heavenly Father, we come to you confessing all of our sins and shortcomings.  We repent of them and look to you for forgiveness.  Thank you for hearing our prayer and answering it.  Bless us as we see your healing hand at work and help us to respond in love to you and to everyone else.  In Jesus’ name,  Amen.
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INTRODUCTION: There are more than forty healing accounts of Jesus in the Bible. What do they show us?  They show us:
· Jesus is the Son of God and has power over physical ailments and even more importantly he has power over sin and death.

· The person being healed receives the gift of faith (or has faith strengthened) as he/she is healed physically.

· Jesus cares for us, just as he did for those he saw suffering for we are also suffering – from the disease of sin.  Only Jesus has the power to cure us.

Background: Leprosy was a greatly feared disease for which there was no cure in Jesus’ day.  The people were separated from the rest of society in leper colonies to stop the spread of the disease.  Immediately following the discovery of penicillin by Madame Curie the disease began to retreat and by the 1920s it was almost eradicated world-wide.  We might compare it today with the dilemma faced by people afflicted with the HIV virus, or full-blown AIDS.
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Read Luke 17:11-19 -   11 Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. He traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men met him. They had a skin disease. They were standing close by. 13 And they called out in a loud voice, "Jesus! Master! Have pity on us!" 14 Jesus saw them and said, "Go. Show yourselves to the priests." While they were on the way, they were healed. 15 When one of them saw that he was healed, he came back. He praised God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, "Weren't all ten healed? Where are the other nine? 18 Didn't anyone else return and give praise to God except this outsider?" 19 Then Jesus said to him, "Get up and go. Your faith has healed you." 
Discussion Questions:
1. Why did the lepers (men with a skin disease) call out to Jesus rather than approach him?

2. Why was it significant that the one man who returned to thank Jesus was a Samaritan, not a Jew?
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According to verse 14 what was another function of a priest besides conducting worship services?
4. According to verses 15 & 16 why did the Samaritan come back to Jesus?

5. Why do you think the other nine did not return to thank Jesus?

Application Questions:

1. How are we spiritually like the lepers in our reading?

2. Who do the nine healed men who did not return represent in our society today?

3. Who does the Samaritan who did return represent today?

4. What special gift did Jesus give the Samaritan who returned (verse 19)?

5. Complete the following statement: “I thank and praise God for my incarceration because…

Closing Prayer: O Lord, thank you for giving us the opportunity to study your Word again today.  While you do not need our praise and thanks we eagerly give them to out of gratefulness for all you have done for us, especially giving us the gift of spiritual healing from all of our sins.  Give us the blessing of your Holy Spirit so that we might continue to remember to thank you and so we might eagerly share this spiritual healing with our sin-sick world.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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