TEACHERS’ GUIDE - PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE – THE TEN LEPERS
The Christian’s Response to Jesus’ Healing
PRAYER: O Lord God, heavenly Father, we come to you confessing all of our sins and shortcomings.  We repent of them and look to you for forgiveness.  Thank you for hearing our prayer and answering it.  Bless us as we see your healing hand at work and help us to respond in love to you and to everyone else.  In Jesus’ name,  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: There are more than forty healing accounts of Jesus in the Bible. What do they show us?  They show us:
· Jesus is the Son of God and has power over physical ailments and even more importantly he has power over sin and death.

· The person being healed receives the gift of faith (or has faith strengthened) as he/she is healed physically.

· Jesus cares for us, just as he did for those he saw suffering for we are also suffering – from the disease of sin.  Only Jesus has the power to cure us.

Background: Leprosy was a greatly feared disease for which there was no cure in Jesus’ day.  The people were separated from the rest of society in leper colonies to stop the spread of the disease.  Immediately following the discovery of penicillin by Madame Curie the disease began to retreat and by the 1920s it was almost eradicated world-wide.  We might compare it today with the dilemma faced by people afflicted with the HIV virus, or full-blown AIDS.
Read Luke 17:11-19 -   11 Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. He traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men met him. They had a skin disease. They were standing close by. 13 And they called out in a loud voice, "Jesus! Master! Have pity on us!" 14 Jesus saw them and said, "Go. Show yourselves to the priests." While they were on the way, they were healed. 15 When one of them saw that he was healed, he came back. He praised God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, "Weren't all ten healed? Where are the other nine? 18 Didn't anyone else return and give praise to God except this outsider?"  19 Then Jesus said to him, "Get up and go. Your faith has healed you." 
Discussion Questions:
1. Why did the lepers (men with a skin disease) call out to Jesus rather than approach him?

Because of the seriousness of their disease and the fact that it was communicable, lepers were to remain in their colonies and if someone “clean” approached they were to call out, “Leper, Leper.” They called out to Jesus so he would hear them without getting too close to him.
2. Why was it significant that the one man who returned to thank Jesus was a Samaritan, not a Jew?

One would have expected Jesus’ fellow Jews to come back, but the Jews and the Samaritans were at odds with one another and this was highly unusual.  (Many of the Jews would not even pass through Samaria when traveling from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south; they would cross over the Jordan and walk on the east side of the river rather than take the shorter way through Samaria.
3. According to verse 14 what was another function of a priest besides conducting worship services?
He had the responsibility to determine if a person had leprosy or was “clean.”
4. According to verses 15 & 16 why did the Samaritan come back to Jesus?

He wanted to thank and praise God for the gift of healing.
5. Why do you think the other nine did not return to thank Jesus?

We are not told but they may well have taken their healing for granted.  While they did get the physical healing from Jesus they failed to see the spiritual import of what happened.
Application Questions:

1. How are we spiritually like the lepers in our reading?

We are all diseased – infected with the disease of sin.  We have the original inherited sin with which we were born and we have our own long list of actual sins we have committed.
2. Who do the nine healed men who did not return represent in our society today?

All those who receive the earthly blessings of the Lord but never acknowledge or thank the “Giver of all good gifts” – our God and his Son Jesus Christ.  Often that includes us!
3. Who does the Samaritan who did return represent today?

The person who did not deserve anything from the Lord but received the healing for his body. That again represents all of us who don’t deserve anything but have received so many blessings – physical and spiritual – from our Lord.
4. What special gift did Jesus give the Samaritan who returned (verse 19)?

He received the gift of faith – believing in Jesus not only as a physical healer but as the spiritual healer of the disease of sin.
5. Complete the following statement: “I thank and praise God for my incarceration because…

Various answers.  Because it gave me time to think and repent…  Because it gives me time to study the Bible…  Because it gave me time to re-order my life in a different way…

Closing Prayer: O Lord, thank you for giving us the opportunity to study your Word again today.  While you do not need our praise and thanks we eagerly give them to out of gratefulness for all you have done for us, especially giving us the gift of spiritual healing from all of our sins.  Give us the blessing of your Holy Spirit so that we might continue to remember to thank you and so we might eagerly share this spiritual healing with our sin-sick world.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica.
Adapted from a Bible study originally prepared by Duane Anderson (no date).[image: image1.png]



PAGE  
2

