PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE – JACOB AND ESAU
Trickery Serves God’s Purposes

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, as we study this lesson about the conflict in Isaac and Rebekah’s marriage over their two sons, help us to understand your will for our lives, as well as to understand how to resolve divisive issues in our lives in a God-pleasing manner.  Amen.
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Introduction: Inheritance in Old Testament times was much different than today’s practices in our country.  The oldest son received a double portion of everything from the family’s estate at the time of his father’s death.  A double portion of the land, animals, servants, etc. – went to the oldest son!  (A daughter could inherit if there were no sons. If there were no children, then all the property went to the father’s oldest brother.)
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Read Genesis 25:21-34: 21 Rebekah couldn't have children. So Isaac prayed to the Lord for her. And the Lord answered his prayer. His wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The babies struggled with each other inside her. She said, "Why is this happening to me?" So she went to ask the Lord what she should do. 23 The Lord said to her, "Two nations are in your body. Two tribes that are now inside you will be separated. One nation will be stronger than the other. The older son will serve the younger one." 24 The time came for Rebekah to have her babies. There were twin boys in her body. 25 The first one to come out was red. His whole body was covered with hair. So they named him Esau. 26 Then his brother came out. His hand was holding onto Esau's heel. So he was named Jacob. Isaac was 60 years old when Rebekah had them. 27 The boys grew up. Esau became a skillful hunter. He was a man who liked the open country. But Jacob was a quiet man. He stayed at home among the tents. 28 Isaac liked the meat of wild animals. So Esau was his favorite son. But Rebekah's favorite was Jacob. 29 One day Jacob was cooking some stew. Esau came in from the open country. He was very hungry. 30 He said to Jacob, "Quick! Let me have some of that red stew! I'm very hungry!" That's why he was also named Edom. 31 Jacob replied, "First sell me the rights that belong to you as the oldest son in the family." 32 "Look, I'm dying of hunger," Esau said. "What good are those rights to me?" 33 But Jacob said, "First promise me with an oath that you are selling me your rights." So Esau promised to do it. He sold Jacob all of the rights that belonged to him as the oldest son. 34 Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. Esau ate and drank. Then he got up and left. So Esau didn't care anything at all about the rights that belonged to him as the oldest son. 

Isaac Gives Jacob His Blessing - Read Genesis 27:1-13: 1 Isaac had become old. His eyes were so weak he couldn't see anymore. One day he called for his older son Esau. He said to him, "My son." "Here I am," he answered. 2 Isaac said, "I'm an old man now. And I don't know when I'll die. 3 Now then, get your weapons. Get your bow and arrows. Go out to the open country. Hunt some wild animals for me. 4 Prepare for me the kind of tasty food I like. Bring it to me to eat. Then I'll give you my blessing before I die." 5 Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. Esau left for the open country. He went to hunt for a wild animal and bring it back. 6 Then Rebekah said to her son Jacob, "Look, I heard your father speaking to your brother Esau. 7 He said, 'Bring me a wild animal. Prepare some tasty food for me to eat. Then I'll give you my blessing before I die. The Lord will be my witness.' " 8 Rebekah continued, "My son, listen carefully. Do what I tell you. 9 Go out to the flock. Bring me two of the finest young goats. I will prepare tasty food for your father. I'll make it just the way he likes it. 10 I want you to take it to your father to eat. Then he'll give you his blessing before he dies." 11 Jacob said to his mother Rebekah, "My brother Esau's body is covered with hair. But my skin is smooth. 12 What if my father touches me? He would know I was trying to trick him. That would bring a curse down on me instead of a blessing." 13 His mother said to him, "My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say. Go and get the goats for me." 

1. How would you describe the attitude of each parent toward their sons?
2. Who was orchestrating this trickery? (See 27:13)

3. What was Rebekah’s reason to go through such elaborate, disguised arrangements?

4. What does this lesson tell us about the relationship between Isaac and Rebekah?

5. Who was now the one to inherit the blessing from God and would be the ancestor of Christ?
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Jacob Runs Away to Laben – Read Genesis 27:41-45: 41 Esau was angry with Jacob. He was angry because of the blessing his father had given to Jacob. He said to himself, "My father will soon die. The days of sorrow over him are near. Then I'll kill my brother Jacob." 42 Rebekah was told what her older son Esau had said. So she sent for her younger son Jacob. She said to him, "Your brother Esau is comforting himself with the thought of killing you. 43 "Now then, my son, do what I say. Go at once to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 Stay with him until your brother's anger calms down. 45 Stay until your brother isn't angry with you anymore. When he forgets what you did to him, I'll let you know. Then you can come back from there. Why should I lose both of you in one day?" 

Read Genesis 28:1-9: 1 So Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him. He commanded him, "Don't get married to a woman from Canaan. 2 Go at once to Paddan Aram. Go to the house of your mother's father Bethuel. Find a wife for yourself there. Take her from among the daughters of your mother's brother Laban. 3 "May the Mighty God bless you. May he give you children. May he increase your numbers until you become a community of nations. 4 May he give you and your children after you the blessing he gave to Abraham. Then you can take over the land where you now live as an outsider. It's the land God gave to Abraham." 5 Isaac sent Jacob on his way. Jacob went to Paddan Aram. He went to Laban, the son of Bethuel the Aramean. Laban was the brother of Rebekah. And Rebekah was the mother of Jacob and Esau. 6 Esau found out that Isaac had blessed Jacob and had sent him to Paddan Aram. Isaac wanted him to get a wife from there. Esau heard that when Isaac blessed Jacob, he commanded him, "Don't get married to a woman from Canaan." 7 Esau also learned that Jacob had obeyed his father and mother and had gone to Paddan Aram. 8 Then Esau realized how much his father Isaac disliked the women of Canaan. 9 So he went to Ishmael and married Mahalath. She was the sister of Nebaioth and the daughter of Abraham's son Ishmael. Esau added her to the wives he already had. 

6. How do you understand Esau’s response to what has happened?

7. If he willingly traded his birthright was he really regretful that he had lost his inheritance?

8. Jacob is sent off to his uncle Laban’s family to find a wife. What is positive about his response to Isaac’s instructions?
Application to Our Lives

1. Share an experience from your life where a bad decision (sin?) turned into a blessing.

2. How do you handle a situation when your personal goal is out of sync with that of your spouse or close friend?
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3. Can you share an experience where favoritism to one child over another caused difficulty in a family?

4. When should one spouse go against the desires of the other spouse?

5. Can trickery ever be justified?

Closing Prayer: Heavenly Father, we see from today’s study how lives can be ruined by greediness and jealousy.  Help us to understand that the most important part of our lives is to share God’s Word with those who have not heard it.  Help us to see that all other concerns are much less important in the larger picture of life.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
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Adapted from a Bible study originally prepared by Duane Anderson (no date).
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