TEACHER’S GUIDE - PRAYER – THE STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN
(Shorter Version)

Goal of this lesson: We want to see that we can approach God in prayer and he hears the prayers of his believers and answers them in the best possible way.
Opening Prayer: Lord Jesus, as we struggle with problems and questions about the future each day, help us remember this lesson as an example of how you want us to pray, and how you want to hear our problems and questions.  Help us understand your will for our lives here and for our future life in eternity.  In your name we ask it.  Amen.
Questions about prayer:

· Do you think God wants us to be “in touch” with him?

· How effective has prayer been in your life?

· Has prayer worked for you?

· Have you experienced God’s “no” or God’s answer, “Wait awhile”?

Read Genesis 28:10-17:  (Jacob’s Dream at Bethel)

10 Jacob left Beersheba and started out for Haran. 11 He reached a certain place and stopped for the night. The sun had already set. He took one of the stones there and placed it under his head. Then he lay down to sleep. 12 In a dream he saw a stairway standing on the earth. Its top reached to heaven. The angels of God were going up and coming down on it. 13 The Lord stood above the stairway. He said, "I am the Lord. I am the God of your grandfather Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your children after you the land on which you are lying. 14 They will be like the dust of the earth that can't be counted. They will spread out to the west and to the east. They will spread out to the north and to the south. All nations on earth will be blessed because of you and your children after you. 

 15 "I am with you. I will watch over you everywhere you go. And I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 16 Jacob woke up from his sleep. Then he thought, "The Lord is certainly in this place. And I didn't even know it." 17 Jacob was afraid. He said, "How holy this place is! This must be the house of God. This is the gate of heaven." 

Discussion:

1. As you read this account, what came to mind?  What does the stairway represent?  
The stairway represents our prayers going up to God and his answers coming down to us.
2. What were the three promises (covenant) God gave (repeated) to Jacob?
a.  He would give them the land where Jacob was resting.
b.  He would make Israel a great nation.
c.  He would give them the eternal blessing of a Savior.
3. Have you ever wondered about the reality of heaven?

Because we have not been there it is sometimes hard to visualize.
4. How does verse 17 give us a view of heaven?

It is viewed as God’s house and Jacob saw the doorway.
5. What does this tell us about God and his will for us as Christians?

God wants all of us to find eternal safety in his house – and we can only do that through faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
6. Summary:  From the book of Genesis we can see how God used his people and key events in their lives to accomplish his will.  Share an experience or two from your own life that shows God’s presence and direction in your life.

Suggestion:  How did God direct you to this class?
7. The three part covenant (see question 2) was finally completed when Jesus came into the world.  How is the final part of the covenant much different from the other two?

The other two were promises of earthly blessing and were determinate on the faithful following of God. Israel lost those promises and their land when they rejected Jesus as their Savior.  The promise of the Savior was a one-sided covenant – it did not depend on us.  God sent Jesus to be the world’s Savior because of his love for us, not because of our faithfulness.
8. Think about the covenant God as given to us.  Can you identify three parts that God has promised to us as well?

a. Forgiveness of sins
b. Promise of his abiding presence
c. Eternal salvation through faith in Christ
Closing Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we study the Bible we see connections between the Old and New Testament accounts.  As we struggle with difficult questions, give us insight so that we will recognize and understand your will for our lives through the lives of these Bible heroes.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
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