[image: image1.jpg]


FOR WHOM ARE YOU PRAYING?
Opening Prayer: Dear Lord, you have said that we should “never stop praying.”  Bless our study of your Word today that we better understand for whom we should pray. Send your Holy Spirit through your Word that our prayers for others are acceptable to you and answered by you.  In Jesus’ name we ask this and in his name we pray.  Amen.

Read the following passages and discuss what they tell us about prayer.
Matthew 5:44 — But here is what I tell you. Love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt you. 

1. Why would Jesus tell us to love our enemies and to pray for those who hurt us?

2. Why is it so difficult for us to pray for those who hurt us?
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3. How can the Lord help us to do this?

Matthew 6:5-15 — 5 "When you pray, do not be like those who only pretend to be holy. They love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners. They want to be seen by others. What I'm about to tell you is true. They have received their complete reward. 6 "When you pray, go into your room. Close the door and pray to your Father, who can't be seen. He will reward you. Your Father sees what is done secretly. 7 "When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way ungodly people do. They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. 8 Do not be like them. Your Father knows what you need even before you ask him. 

 9 "This is how you should pray." 'Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored. 
 10 May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as it is done in heaven.  11 Give us today our daily bread.  12 Forgive us our sins, just as we also have forgiven those who sin against us.  13 Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. Save us from the evil one.'  14 "Forgive people when they sin against you. If you do, your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive people their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

4. What does Jesus mean when he says that some people who pray are only “pretend(ing) to be holy?”[image: image3.jpg]



5. Why does Jesus tell you to pray privately in “your room?”

6. Why is the wording different here from what you have learned in reciting the Lord’s Prayer?

7. How can you show someone who has sinned against you that you have forgiven him/her?

Matthew 14:23 — After he (Jesus) had sent them away, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone. 
Luke 6:12 — On one of those days, Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray. He spent the night praying to God. 
8. What are the benefits of praying alone?

9. What are the benefits of praying with others?
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Matthew 19:13 — Some people brought little children to Jesus. They wanted him to place his hands on the children and pray for them. But the disciples told the people to stop. 
10. Why would the disciples not want Jesus to pray for the little children?

11. Are there children for whom you pray?  

12. What kinds of things should we ask that the Lord would do for those children?

13. What special blessing would there be if Jesus put his hands on the children?

John 17:20 — "I do not pray only for them. I pray also for those who will believe in me because of their message.” 
14. What comfort does it give you to know that Jesus is praying for us?

15. What kind of a prayer would Jesus offer on your behalf?

2 Thessalonians 3:1-3 — Paul Asks for Prayer 

 1 Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us. Pray that the Lord's message will spread quickly. Pray that others will honor it just as you did. 2 And pray that we will be saved from sinful and evil people. Not everyone is a believer. 3 But the Lord is faithful. He will strengthen you. He will guard you from the evil one. 

16. What does Paul teach you about prayer?

17. What comfort do you have in praying to the Lord?

Closing Prayer:  Dear Lord, hear our prayer!  Hear our prayers on behalf of others.  Hear our prayer for our own earthly needs and our heavenly needs.  Thank you for hearing us and answering us in the best possible way through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Savior.  Amen.
Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
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