TEACHER’S GUIDE - WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT PRAYER?
Goal: The goal of this lesson is to show that only the prayers of those who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior will be answered and that God’s answer to prayer is always the right answer.
Note:  If this lesson is too long for the time you have available the last section, “Look at God’s four possible answers to our prayers,” might be eliminated or taken as a separate lesson.

Opening Prayer:  Lord God heavenly Father, you have invited us to come to you and to pray to you.  We pray today that you will open our hearts to better understand what you have revealed to us in your holy Word about prayer.  This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Read Psalm 19:14: Lord, may the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart 
      be pleasing in your eyes. You are my Rock and my Redeemer. 
1. What is prayer?

Prayer is a heart to heart talk between God and his people
Read Isaiah 59:1-2:  1 People of Israel, the Lord's arm is not too weak to save you. His ears aren't too deaf to hear your cry for help. 2 But your sins have separated you from your God. They have caused him to turn his face away from you. So he won't listen to you.

2. Who alone has the privilege of prayer?

Prayer is a privilege only Christians enjoy.
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Read Galatians 3:26: You are all children of God by believing in Christ Jesus.
3. What does Paul tell us about prayer?

Prayer is our response to God who has made us his dear children.

[image: image2]
Read John 15:16: "You did not choose me. Instead, I chose you. I appointed you to go and bear fruit. It is fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you anything you ask for in my name.”

4. In whose name do we offer all of our prayers?

All prayers are offered in Jesus’ name.  (We do not always have to say it, but it must always be the faith in our hearts.)
5. Why do we offer our prayers in his name?

Our prayers are acceptable only through faith in Jesus as our Savior.  Without him and faith in him we could never approach our holy God for anything.
Read 1 John 5:13-15: 13 I'm writing these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God. I'm doing it so you will know that you have eternal life. 14 There is one thing we can be sure of when we come to God in prayer. If we ask anything in keeping with what he wants, he hears us. 15 If we know that God hears what we ask for, we know that we have it. 

6. In our prayers why do we add the words “in keeping with what he wants?”

When we pray for spiritual things we can ask directly (E.g., “Forgive my sins…”) because he has already promised those things.  When we ask for earthly blessings we ask “according to your will” because what we ask might not be the best thing for us and we trust his answer will be the best one even if it is at odds with what we are praying.
Read Matthew 7:7-11: 7 "Ask, and it will be given to you. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you. 8 Everyone who asks will receive. He who searches will find. The door will be opened to the one who knocks. 9 "Suppose your son asks for bread. Which of you will give him a stone? 10 Or suppose he asks for a fish. Which of you will give him a snake? 11 Even though you are evil, you know how to give good gifts to your children. How much more will your Father who is in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” 

7. Why do we ask God to answer in his time and in his way?

We trust that God knows best.  He can look at tomorrow while we can only look at today. He will answer in a way that is best for us tomorrow as well as today.
Look at God’s four possible answers to our prayers.

Read Exodus 32:7-14: 7 The Lord spoke to Moses. He said, "Go down. Your people you brought up out of Egypt have become very sinful. 8 They have quickly turned away from what I commanded them. They have made themselves a statue of a god that looks like a calf. They have bowed down and sacrificed to it. And they have said, 'Israel, here is your god who brought you up out of Egypt.' 9 "I have seen those people," the Lord said to Moses. "They are stubborn. 10 Now leave me alone. My anger will burn against them. I will destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation." 11 But Moses asked the Lord his God to show favor to the people. "Lord," he said, "why should your anger burn against your people? You used your great power and mighty hand to bring them out of Egypt. 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'He brought them out to hurt them. He wanted to kill them in the mountains. He wanted to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn away from your burning anger. Please take pity on your people. Don't destroy them! 13 "Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel. You made a promise. You took an oath in your name. You said, 'I will make your children after you as many as the stars in the sky. I will give them all of this land I promised them. It will belong to them forever.' " 14 Then the Lord took pity on his people. He didn't destroy them as he had said he would.

9. What was God’s answer to Moses’ prayer?

God’s heard Moses’ prayer of faith and his answer was “yes.”
Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10: 7 I could have become proud of myself because of the amazing and wonderful things God has shown me. So I was given a problem that caused pain in my body. It is a messenger from Satan to make me suffer. 8 Three times I begged the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is all you need. My power is strongest when you are weak." So I am very happy to brag about how weak I am. Then Christ's power can rest on me. 10 Because of how I suffered for Christ, I'm glad that I am weak. I am glad in hard times. I am glad when people say mean things about me. I am glad when things are difficult. And I am glad when people make me suffer. When I am weak, I am strong. 
10. What was God’s answer to Paul’s prayer?

God heard Paul’s prayer of faith and his answer was “no.”  (Notice how the Lord said he would give Paul strength to live with that “thorn in the flesh” even though the Lord would not take it away.)
Read Malachi 4:1-6:  1 "You can be sure the day of the Lord is coming. My anger will burn like a furnace. All those who are proud will be like straw. So will all those who do what is evil. The day that is coming will set them on fire," says the Lord who rules over all. "Not even a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 "But here is what will happen for you who have respect for me. The sun that brings life will rise. Its rays will bring healing to my people. You will go out and leap like calves that have just been let out of the barn. 3 "Then you will stomp on sinful people. They will be like ashes under your feet. That will happen on the day I act," says the Lord. 4 "Remember the law my servant Moses gave you. Remember the rules and laws I gave him at Mount Horeb. They were for the whole nation of Israel. 5 "I will send you the prophet Elijah. He will come before the day of the Lord arrives. It will be a great and terrifying day. 6 Elijah will teach parents how to love their children. He will also teach children how to honor their parents. If that does not happen, I will come. And I will put a curse on the land." 

11. What was God’s answer to Malachi’s prayer?

The Lord heard the prayers of his faithful people but they would have to wait a while for their prayer to be answered.  In this case they did not live to see the coming of the Savior or Judgment Day but the Lord still made clear that he would answer in his time.
Read Job 42:10-13:  10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him successful again. He gave him twice as much as he had before. 11 All of his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came to see him. They ate with him in his house. They showed their concern for him. They comforted him because of all of the troubles the Lord had brought on him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. 12 The Lord blessed the last part of Job's life even more than the first part. He gave Job 14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels. He gave him 1,000 pairs of oxen and 1,000 donkeys. 13 Job also had seven sons and three daughters.  
12. What was God’s answer to Job’s prayer?
The Lord answered Job with a better answer to his prayer than he could ever have imagined.  Look at Job 1:2-3.  The Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.
13. What do these four answers to prayer teach you about how God will answer your prayers?

God may answer our prayers in anyone of these four ways.  We will thank and praise him for whatever answer he gives knowing it is the best answer for us and those around us now and eternally.
Closing Prayer: O Lord, thank you for revealing how you answer prayer!  I pray that I might always seek your will to be done in whatever way you choose to answer my prayers. Whatever your answer, O Lord, I know that it is the best answer for my life now and eternally.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.

The material used in this lesson was adapted from Lesson 10 of the Adult Instruction Class materials of Pastor Donald Patterson, Holy Word Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas.
Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
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