BIBLE STORIES
DOES GOD WANT EVERYONE SAVED?

The Story of the Samaritan Woman
John 4:1-26, 39-42
INTRODUCTION

Numerous times in his earthly ministry Jesus told his followers that the main emphasis of his ministry was to the chosen people, the Jews.  While his main focus was toward the Jews the message of salvation was for all people.  On several occasions we have accounts of non-Jews who were led to faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  This story is one such account.
GOD’S WORD – John 4:1-26, 39-42[image: image1.jpg]



 1 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was winning and baptizing more disciples than John. 2 But in fact Jesus was not baptizing. His disciples were. 3 When the Lord found out about all this, he left Judea. He went back to Galilee again.  4 Jesus had to go through Samaria. 5 He came to a town in Samaria called Sychar. It was near the piece of land Jacob had given his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there. Jesus was tired from the journey. So he sat down by the well. It was about noon.  7 A woman from Samaria came to get some water. Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.  9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew. I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" She said this because Jews don't have anything to do with Samaritans.  10 Jesus answered her, "You do not know what God's gift is. And you do not know who is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would have asked him. He would have given you living water."  11 "Sir," the woman said, "you don't have anything to get water with. The well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 

 12 "Our father Jacob gave us the well. He drank from it himself. So did his sons and his flocks and herds. Are you more important than he is?"  13 Jesus answered, "All who drink this water will be thirsty again. 14 But anyone who drinks the water I give him will never be thirsty. In fact, the water I give him will become a spring of water in him. It will flow up into eternal life."  15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water. Then I will never be thirsty. And I won't have to keep coming here to get water."  16 He told her, "Go. Get your husband and come back."  17 "I have no husband," she replied.    Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands. And the man you have now is not your husband. What you have just said is very true."  19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our people have worshiped on this mountain for a long time. But you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."  21 Jesus said, "Believe me, woman. A time is coming when you will not worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know. Salvation comes from the Jews. 

 23 "But a new time is coming. In fact, it is already here. True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. They are the kind of worshipers the Father is looking for.  24 "God is spirit. His worshipers must worship him in spirit and in truth."  25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah is coming." (He is called Christ.) "When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  26 Then Jesus said, "I, the one speaking to you, am he." 
 39 Many of the Samaritans from the town of Sychar believed in Jesus. They believed because of the woman's witness. She said, "He told me everything I've ever done."  40 Then the Samaritans came to him and tried to get him to stay with them. So he stayed two days. 41 Because of his words, many more people became believers. 

 42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said. We have now heard for ourselves. We know that this man really is the Savior of the world." 

DISCUSSION OF THE STORY
1. God’s law told the Jews not to join themselves to any of the other people around Canaan.  Did this mean all strangers in the area were to be avoided?  Explain your answer.

2. Why would Jesus have asked this woman for water?

3. Why was the woman hesitant to engage in conversation with Jesus?

4. Why did the woman change the subject and want to talk about the proper place of worship?

5. How did Jesus know about the life of this woman?

6. What water was the woman talking about?

7. What water was Jesus talking about?

8. What was the result of Jesus talking with this Samaritan woman?
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APPLICATION OF THE STORY
9. Where is the proper place to worship God?

10. What does Jesus (God) know about each of us?

11. What attitude should we have as we deal with people of different cultures and/or backgrounds?

12. Why is it so difficult to be a Christian in an ungodly world?

13. Why can we be certain that Jesus also came to save us?

14. What special meaning does this Bible story have for you?
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