TEACHER’S GUIDE - BIBLE STORIES
DOES GOD WANT EVERYONE SAVED?

The Story of the Samaritan Woman
John 4:1-26, 39-42
INTRODUCTION

Numerous times in his earthly ministry Jesus told his followers that the main emphasis of his ministry was to the chosen people, the Jews.  While his main focus was toward the Jews the message of salvation was for all people.  On several occasions we have accounts of non-Jews who were led to faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  This story is one such account.
The Samaritans lived in Central Israel. Jews lived in Galilee to the north and around Jerusalem in the south. They were mainly Jews who had intermarried with the heathen people. Their religion was a mixture of Judaism and Baal. Because the Jews wanted to avoid contact with the Samaritans they often crossed the Jordan River to travel north and south on the eastside of the river so they would not have to travel through Samaria (which would have been much shorter). Jesus was not afraid to go through the center of Samaria and saw it as an opportunity to share the gospel.
GOD’S WORD – John 4:1-26, 39-42
 1 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was winning and baptizing more disciples than John. 2 But in fact Jesus was not baptizing. His disciples were. 3 When the Lord found out about all this, he left Judea. He went back to Galilee again.  4 Jesus had to go through Samaria. 5 He came to a town in Samaria called Sychar. It was near the piece of land Jacob had given his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there. Jesus was tired from the journey. So he sat down by the well. It was about noon.  7 A woman from Samaria came to get some water. Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.  9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew. I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" She said this because Jews don't have anything to do with Samaritans.  10 Jesus answered her, "You do not know what God's gift is. And you do not know who is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would have asked him. He would have given you living water."  11 "Sir," the woman said, "you don't have anything to get water with. The well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 

 12 "Our father Jacob gave us the well. He drank from it himself. So did his sons and his flocks and herds. Are you more important than he is?"  13 Jesus answered, "All who drink this water will be thirsty again. 14 But anyone who drinks the water I give him will never be thirsty. In fact, the water I give him will become a spring of water in him. It will flow up into eternal life."  15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water. Then I will never be thirsty. And I won't have to keep coming here to get water."  16 He told her, "Go. Get your husband and come back."  17 "I have no husband," she replied.    Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands. And the man you have now is not your husband. What you have just said is very true."  19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our people have worshiped on this mountain for a long time. But you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."  21 Jesus said, "Believe me, woman. A time is coming when you will not worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know. Salvation comes from the Jews. 

 23 "But a new time is coming. In fact, it is already here. True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. They are the kind of worshipers the Father is looking for.  24 "God is spirit. His worshipers must worship him in spirit and in truth."  25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah is coming." (He is called Christ.) "When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  26 Then Jesus said, "I, the one speaking to you, am he." 
 39 Many of the Samaritans from the town of Sychar believed in Jesus. They believed because of the woman's witness. She said, "He told me everything I've ever done."  40 Then the Samaritans came to him and tried to get him to stay with them. So he stayed two days. 41 Because of his words, many more people became believers. 

 42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said. We have now heard for ourselves. We know that this man really is the Savior of the world." 

DISCUSSION OF THE STORY
1. God’s law told the Jews not to join themselves to any of the other people around Canaan.  Did this mean all strangers in the area were to be avoided?  Explain your answer. 

The Jews really took God’s law an extra step by trying to avoid all contact.  God’s law was there to forbid marriage between Jews and non-Jews.  God wanted to keep his people pure as they carried on the line of the promised Savior.
2. Why would Jesus have asked this woman for water?

First, because he wanted a drink of water to satisfy his thirst.  Secondly, he knew all things and he wanted to share the pure gospel with this woman whose faith was a mixture of truth and error.
3. Why was the woman hesitant to engage in conversation with Jesus?

Culturally, Jews never had any dealings with non-Jews so she was surprised he would even talk with her.  Also, she was a woman and it was improper (culturally) for a man to talk to an unaccompanied woman.  [Some years ago when my wife and I visited Israel we were walking on the street in a small town and when some Orthodox Jews saw us approaching they crossed the street and walked on the other side so they would not be “ceremonially unclean” by being close to Gentiles.]
4. Why did the woman change the subject and want to talk about the proper place of worship?

Jesus had pointed out her sin and she wanted to divert the conversation to something less personal.
5. How did Jesus know about the life of this woman?

Jesus is God!  As God he knows all things.  (During this earthly ministry he did not always use all of his godly powers but on occasions like this he did use those powers.)
6. What water was the woman talking about?

She was talking about “earthly” water so she would not have had to make the daily journey to the well.
7. What water was Jesus talking about?

Jesus was talking about “spiritual” water so her sins would be washed away and she could have the certainty of eternal salvation.
8. What was the result of Jesus talking with this Samaritan woman?

In verses 39-42 we see that she went into the city and shared the message of Jesus with others.  They came and heard for themselves and were brought to faith by the work of the Holy Spirit.
APPLICATION OF THE STORY
9. Where is the proper place to worship God?

The place is immaterial.  What is important is that we worship him in spirit and in truth. It is also important that we join together with others (Hebrews 10:25) whenever we have the opportunity to hear God’s Word and to encourage one another in the faith.
10. What does Jesus (God) know about each of us?

As God he knows all about us – our thoughts, our words, our actions.  We cannot hide anything from him.  That should not scare us, however, but rather lead us to repentance and faith in the full forgiveness that we have through Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
11. What attitude should we have as we deal with people of different cultures and/or backgrounds?

All people, regardless, are children of God and need to hear the gospel message and need to come to faith in Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.  We should look at people from that perspective.  However, we also need to be cognizant of cultural differences as we talk with people so our approach is not an offense to them and becomes a stumbling block.
12. Why is it so difficult to be a Christian in an ungodly world?

Various answers.  It is difficult because so many want to draw us away of confessing and living our Christian faith.  The devil is at work in our world today and he will not give up!
13. Why can we be certain that Jesus also came to save us?

The Lord makes clear in the Bible that the gospel is for all. (E.g., John 3:16 and Matthew 28:18-20.) 
14. What special meaning does this Bible story have for you?
Various answers. For me it means that regardless of my background and regardless of how many sins I have committed or how grave those sins were Jesus still died for me and I have the certainty of forgiveness now and eternal life when I die.
Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION® (NIrV). NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
PAGE  
3

