TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD SPEAKS TO ME ABOUT CREATON
A Bible Study on the Basis of Psalm 104

AIM: Let us become more aware of the beauty around us and thank God for his work of creation.  Let us enjoy happier living as we see how our God takes care of us every day.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, when we look around us we often miss the beauty of your creation because our eyes are blinded with our own problems.  Help us to set aside those problems for a few moments today and reflect on all you have done for us and our salvation.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.

NOTE TO THE TEACHER: The psalms are poetry.  Hebrew poetry is different from English poetry.  In English poetry we have meter and it usually rhymes.  Hebrew poetry doesn’t use meter or rhyme but instead uses parallelisms in which the same thought (occasionally the opposite thought) is expressed in various ways.  Hebrew poetry also uses many word pictures, contrasts and repetitions.
INTRODUCTION (v. 1):  When we study creation we usually go to Genesis 1-2 and rightfully so.  However, there are many other places in Scripture that reveal how God created the heavens and the earth.  This psalm is one of them. (Some others are Psalms 8, 19:1-6, and 29).  We will want to see not only the original acts of creation, but how our God still uses his created things to provide for us and bless us.
·  1 I will praise the Lord. Lord my God, you are very great. You are dressed in glory and majesty.
· 1. What does it mean to “praise” the Lord? The Hebrew word is “bless.” It has a twofold meaning – God blesses us by showering us with benefits and we bless him by thanking him for those benefits. Because the word “praise” is used in this translation the student may only come up with the second part of the meaning – thanking the Lord.
DAY ONE – LIGHT (v. 2a)
· 2 You wrap yourself in light as if it were a robe. 
· 2. Where did the light the psalmist talks about come from? On the First Day of creation God said, “Let there be light.”  This was not the artificial light from the sun but rather the elemental created power of God, who is the source of all light.
DAY TWO – THE SKY (vv. 2b – 4)

· You spread the heavens out like a tent. 3 You build your palace high in the heavens. You make the clouds serve as your chariot.  You ride on the wings of the wind. 4 You make the winds serve as your messengers.  You make flashes of lightning serve you.
· 3. Why does the Lord use pictures like “tent…palace…chariot” and “wings?” He uses earthly pictures to help us understand the concepts that are far beyond any human understanding.
DAY THREE – THE WATERS AND PLANTS (vv. 5-18)

·  5 You placed the earth on its foundations. It can never be moved. 6 You covered it with the oceans like a blanket. The waters covered the mountains. 7 But you commanded the waters, and they ran away. At the sound of your thunder they rushed off. 8 They flowed down the mountains. They went into the valleys. They went to the place you appointed for them. 9 You drew a line they can't cross. They will never cover the earth again. 10 You make springs pour water into the valleys. It flows between the mountains. 11 The springs give water to all of the wild animals. The wild donkeys satisfy their thirst. 12 The birds of the air build nests by the waters. They sing among the branches. 13 You water the mountains from your palace high in the clouds. The earth is filled with the things you have made. 14 You make grass grow for the cattle and plants for people to take care of. That's how they get food from the earth. 15 There is wine to make people glad. There is olive oil to make them healthy. And there is bread to make them strong. 16 The cedar trees of Lebanon belong to the Lord. You planted them and gave them plenty of water. 17 There the birds make their nests. The stork has its home in the pine trees. 18 The high mountains belong to the wild goats. The cliffs are a safe place for the rock badgers.
· 4. How are we to understand the poetry used here with the facts of creation in Genesis 1 & 2? Creation in six days by the power of God’s Word is a reality. Genesis 1 & 2 are factual, not poetry.  Here the facts are presented in a poetical way to make it easier for us to understand.  It also emphasizes the marvels of God’s blessings in creation.
· 5. What is the significance of the “wine…olive oil” and “bread” in verse 15? These were the three basic foods of the ancient Israelites and shows how the Lord took care of their basic needs.
DAY FOUR (vv. 19-23)

· 19 The moon serves to mark off the seasons. The sun knows when to go down. 20 You bring darkness, and it becomes night. Then all the animals of the forest prowl around. 21 The lions roar while they hunt. All of their food comes from God. 22 The sun rises, and they slip away. They return to their dens and lie down. 23 Then a man gets up and goes to work. He keeps working until evening. 
· 6. How do both day and night serve for our good? We need the sun and the warmth of the day to exist and for things to grow.  The night serves as a time of rest for all of God’s creatures and provides safety for those animals that hunt at night.
DAYS FIVE AND SIX – ANIMALS AND MAN (vv. 24-30)

· 24 Lord, you have made so many things! How wise you were when you made all of them! The earth is full of your creatures. 25 Look at the ocean, so big and wide! It is filled with more creatures than people can count. It is filled with living things, from the largest to the smallest. 26 Ships sail back and forth on it. The leviathan, the sea monster you made, plays in it. 27 All of those creatures depend on you to give them their food when they need it. 28 When you give it to them, they eat it. When you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. 29 When you turn your face away from them, they are terrified. When you take away their breath, they die and turn back into dust. 30 When you send your Spirit, you create them. You give new life to the earth.
· 7. If we have to work to get the food we need why should we thank God for it? God put us here in this world to enjoy it, to take care of it, and to work the land.  But it is still God who created it and who preserves it.  Without him we would have nothing. He deserves our thanks and praise.
CLOSING BENEDICTION AND PRAYER (vv. 31-35)

·  31 May the glory of the Lord continue forever. May the Lord be happy with what he has made. 32 When he looks at the earth, it trembles. When he touches the mountains, they pour out smoke. 33 I will sing to the Lord all my life. I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 34 May these thoughts of mine please him. I find my joy in the Lord. 35 But may those who sin be gone from the earth. May evil people disappear. I will praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.
· Teacher’s Note: In the last two sentences of verse 35 there are two different Hebrew words used for “praise.”  The first one is our word “bless” (see verse one). The second word is our word “Alleluia” or “Hallelujah.”   This second word literally means “praise the Lord.”  (The “ia” or “jah” at the end of the word is our word Jehovah, Yahweh, or LORD.)
· 8. What should move you to thank and praise God after studying this psalm? The love of God for his creation.  Especially should we thank him for his love in sending his Son Jesus into this world to be our Savior.  Without faith in Jesus we would never be able to leave this world and spend eternity in a more beautiful place, in heaven with our Lord.
· 9. Of all of the blessings God has given us what is the most important blessing? While the material blessings of creation are important and we need to thank God for them and use them properly, the most important blessing is the spiritual blessing he gives us by sending the Holy Spirit to work through the Word (and Sacraments) to create faith in our hearts in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  Without faith we have nothing!
This Is My Father's World
By Maltbie D. Babcock

This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
His hand the wonders wrought.


This is my Father's world, the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker's praise.
This is my Father's world: He shines in all that's fair;
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass;
He speaks to me everywhere.


This is my Father's world. O let me ne'er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!
God reigns; let the earth be glad!


This is my Father's world, dreaming, I see His face.
I open my eyes, and in glad surprise cry, "The Lord is in this place."
This is my Father's world, from the shining courts above,
The Beloved One, His Only Son,
Came - a pledge of deathless love.


This is my Father's world, should my heart be ever sad?
The Lord is King - let the heavens ring. God reigns - let the earth be glad.
This is my Father's world. Now closer to Heaven bound,
For dear to God is the earth Christ trod.
No place but is holy ground.


This is my Father's world. I walk a desert lone.
In a bush ablaze to my wondering gaze God makes His glory known.
This is my Father's world, a wanderer I may roam
Whate'er my lot, it matters not,
My heart is still at home.
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