TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD ASSURES ME OF HIS EXISTENCE
A Bible Study of the Basis of Psalm 19

AIM:  That you will know God through the world he created, through his Word he has revealed to you, through the blessings he is giving you, and through the promises he is making to you.

NOTE TO THE TEACHER: The psalms are poetry.  Hebrew poetry is different from English poetry.  In English poetry we have meter and it usually rhymes.  Hebrew poetry doesn’t use meter or rhyme but instead uses parallelisms in which the same thought (occasionally the opposite thought) is expressed in various ways.  Hebrew poetry also uses many word pictures, contrasts and repetitions.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, help me to see what you reveal about yourself in creation and especially what you reveal about yourself and your Son Jesus in your holy Word.  Bless my study of this Word of God today.  I ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

DAVID SEES GOD’S HAND IN CREATION (vv. 1-6)

·  1 The heavens tell about the glory of God. The skies show that his hands created them. 
· 1. What two voices tell us of God? The heavens and the skies. (Note the parallelism.)
· 2. What two verbs does he use in this verse? What is the difference between the two? “Tell” and “show.” “Tell” is a word only while “show” includes action or illustration.
· 2 Day after day they speak about it.  Night after night they make it known.  3 But they don't speak or use words.  No sound is heard from them. 4 At the same time, their voice goes out into the whole earth.  Their words go out from one end of the world to the other.  God has set up a tent in the heavens for the sun.
· 3. In what ways is God’s message in creation wonderful (v.2)? It shows itself every evening when the sun sets and every morning when the sun again rises.
· 4. Where can we see God’s message of creation (v.4)? By looking at the world in which we live – from one end to the other.
· 5 The sun is like a groom coming out of the room where he spent his wedding night.  The sun is like a great runner who takes delight in running a race.  6 It rises at one end of the heavens.  Then it moves across to the other end.  Nothing can hide from its heat.
· 5. What pictures does David use to describe the sun? A groom after his wedding night and a runner winning a race.  These are exhilarating experiences and so is the sun in the sky.
· 6. Why is the sun so great a blessing for us? We could not live without the sun and its light and heat.  We would freeze solid in a moment.  One of the wonders of God’s creation is the place of the earth in relation to the sun – any closer and we would burn up and any farther away and we would freeze.
DAVID SEES GOD IN THE WORD (vv. 7-11).

· 7 The law of the Lord is perfect. It gives us new strength.  The laws of the Lord can be trusted.  They make childish people wise.  8 The rules of the Lord are right.  They give joy to our hearts.  The commands of the Lord shine brightly.  They give light to our minds.  9 The law that brings respect for the Lord is pure.  It lasts forever.  The directions the Lord gives are true.  All of them are completely right.  10 They are more priceless than gold.  They have greater value than huge amounts of pure gold.  They are sweeter than honey that is taken from the honeycomb.  11 I am warned by them.  When I obey them, I am greatly rewarded.
· 7. What four words mean “the word of God?” Law, rules, commands, directions. (Note that the NIV translation uses six different words: law, statutes, precepts, commands, fear of the Lord, and ordinances.)
· 8. List four things which the Word accomplishes in us:
· Gives us strength
· Gives us wisdom
· Gives joy
· Gives light to our minds (enlightens us)
· 9. How does he describe the preciousness of God’s Word (v.10)? It is more precious than large amounts of gold and sweeter than honey.
· 10. Why are God’s laws and rules so valuable (v.11)? They serve as a warning for us and a guide as to how our God would have us live.
· 11. What would you say to the person who says, “I don’t need to go to church; I can worship God in nature when I am fishing”? We will never find forgiveness in nature; that we will find revealed only in God’s Word.  Also, God wants us to worship with others (Hebrews 10:25).
DAVID SEES GOD AS HE RECEIVES GOD’S FORGIVENESS (vv. 12-14)

· 12 Can I know my mistakes? Forgive my hidden faults.  13 Keep me also from the sins I want to commit.  May they not be my master.  Then I will be without blame.  I will not be guilty of any great sin against your law.  14 Lord, may the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing in your eyes.  You are my Rock and my Redeemer.
· 12. What is David praying for in vv. 12-13? He is praying for forgiveness for sins he perhaps didn’t even realize he had committed and he prays for strength to avoid the temptation to sin.
· 13. Put verse 14 into your own words. Various answers. “Lord, may what I say as well as what I think be pleasing to you.”
· 15. What does David call God (v.14)? A “rock” – solid, firm, unchangeable and a “Redeemer” – one who forgives sin.
· 15. Why are these words important for us to remember? Various answers. We need to realize that we have offended and sinned against our God who created us.  We also need to remember that we have a Savior who is firm and reliable and has taken our place and paid for our sins so we have the certainty of forgiveness and eternal salvation.
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