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AIM: To see the shortness of our time on this earth but to see God’s timelessness and to learn to use our time in a god-pleasing way.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, you have given me my life on this earth and you have promised me the gift of eternal life in heaven.  Be with me today as I study your Word that I might better use my time here on this earth to become stronger in my faith and to serve and glorify you with my life.  In your name I ask it.  Amen.

INTRODUCTION: Moses was privileged to live many years on this earth.  But now his earthly life is coming to a close.  Because of the consequences of his sin he would not enter the Promised Land with the rest of the Israelites but because of God’s forgiveness in the coming Lord and Savior Jesus Christ he would enter the mansions of heaven to be with his Lord as soon as he died.

HUMAN LIFE IS SHORT – GOD IS ETERNAL (vv. 1-6)

· 1 Lord, from the very beginning you have been like a home to us. 2 Before you created the world and the mountains were made, from the beginning to the end you are God. 3 You turn human beings back to dust. You say to them, Return to dust."  4 To you a thousand years are like a day that has just gone by. They are like a few hours of the night. 5 You sweep people away, and they die. They are like new grass that grows in the morning. 6 In the morning it springs up new, but by evening it's all dried up.
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1. How far back does Moses trace God’s existence?

· 2. What does it mean that God turns us back to dust?

· 3. If a thousand years is like nothing to God why is 5-25 so hard for a prison inmate?

· 4. How do you want people to remember you when you die?

GOD’S DISPLEASURE WITH SIN (vv. 7-12)

· 7 Your anger destroys us. Your burning anger terrifies us. 8 You have put our sins right in front of you. You have placed our secret sins where you can see them clearly. 9 You have been angry with us all of our days. We groan as we come to the end of our lives. 10 We live to be about 70. Or we may live to be 80, if we stay healthy. But all that time is filled with trouble and sorrow. The years quickly pass, and we are gone. 11 Who knows how powerful your anger is? It's as great as the respect we should have for you. 12 Teach us to realize how short our lives are. Then our hearts will become wise.
· 5. What is the difference between righteous anger and sinful anger?


· 6. Are there some “secret” sins in your life that no person knows about? If there are, what should you be doing with those sins?

· 7. How can we become “wise” when we realize just how short life is?

· 8. How can you make the time of your incarceration pass more quickly?

A PRAYER FOR GOD’S FORGIVENESS AND BLESSING (vv. 13-17)

· 13 Lord, please stop punishing us! How long will you keep it up? Be kind to us. 14 Satisfy us with your faithful love every morning. Then we can sing with joy and be glad all of our days. 15 Make us glad for as many days as you have made us suffer. Give us joy for as many years as we've had trouble. 16 Show us your mighty acts. Let our children see your glorious power. 17 May the Lord our God show us his favor. Lord, make what we do succeed. Please make what we do succeed.
· 9. Is God punishing you for your sins by keeping you in jail/prison?

· 10. How has God shown you his faithful love and favor?

· 11. Why do we not need to fear death?

· 12. Why would this be a good psalm to have read at one’s funeral?
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GOD SPEAKS WHEN I THINK OF THE PASSING OF TIME


A Bible Study of the Basis of Psalm 90


A Psalm of Moses
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