TEACHER’S GUIDE - JUST WHO IS THIS JESUS CHRIST?
Goal: The goal of this lesson is to show that Jesus (Savior) Christ (the Anointed One) is the perfect promised Son of God and as such he alone was able to live a perfect life and die a perfect death as our substitute that we have forgiveness and salvation through faith in him.
Opening Prayer:  Thank you, Lord, for listening to me and answering my questions.  Help me today to better understand who you are and what you have done for me. Above all, O Lord, send your Holy Spirit that I might believe the truths you are revealing to me and that one day I might be in heaven with you.  In Jesus’ name I ask it. Amen.

Background: As you read history books, books on philosophy and/or books about the major religious movements of the world, a person receives a range of insights about Jesus Christ.  Perhaps you might remember what your parents or a favorite teacher told you about Jesus.

What do people say about Jesus?  Was he a famous prophet, a Jewish historical figure, or one of the most kindly, revered persons who ever lived on earth?  Was his key contribution the founding of a new religious movement?  Why is Jesus still so vital, so central to contemporary life today?

What does the Bible say about Jesus?

Note:  There is a connection between the various names of Jesus.  The name Jesus is a Greek word, the English of which is Save or Savior, and the Hebrew is Joshua.  The name Christ is a Greek word, the English of which is Anointed or the Anointed One, and the Hebrew is Messiah.
Read John 1:41: The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon. He told him, "We have found the Messiah." Messiah means Christ.
Read John 4:25-26: 25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah is coming." (He is called Christ.) "When he comes, he will explain everything to us."26 Then Jesus said, "I, the one speaking to you, am he." 

Read Matthew 16:13-16: 13 Jesus went to the area of Caesarea Philippi. There he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist. Others say Elijah. Still others say Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." 15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ. You are the Son of the living God." 
Read Luke 4:18: (Jesus:) “The Spirit of the Lord is on me. He has anointed me to tell the good news to poor people. He has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners. He has sent me so that the blind will see again. He wants me to free those who are beaten down.” (Note: The word “Christ” is the Greek word “the anointed one.”) 
1. What is the meaning of the word “Messiah?”

Hebrew word meaning “Anointed” of the “Anointed One.”
Read Luke 7:19: He sent them to the Lord. They were to ask Jesus, "Are you the one who was supposed to come? Or should we look for someone else?"

Read John 7:12-13, 40-42: 12 Many people in the crowd were whispering about him. Some said, "He is a good man." Others replied, "No. He fools the people." 13 But no one would say anything about him openly. They were afraid of the Jews... 40 When some of the people heard his words, they said, "This man must be the Prophet we've been expecting." 41 Others said, "He is the Christ. "Still others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee? 42 Doesn't Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family? Doesn't it say that he will come from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?" 
2. Why do you think Jesus was so concerned that his disciples understood who he was and what the purpose of his life was to be?
Many people (most?) thought the Messiah would get rid of Roman oppression and set up an earthly kingdom.  Jesus wanted his disciples convinced of the Bible truth that his kingdom was spiritual, not of this world, and he would be dying for the world’s sin and rising again to reveal it to all.  The disciples would be the witnesses to the world of these truths.
3. Explain in your own words what Jesus means to you?

Because of Jesus’ perfect life and his innocent suffering and death I have the forgiveness of sins and the certainty of eternal salvation through faith in him as my personal Lord and Savior.
Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth. If Jesus came to earth as the long-promised Messiah, then why did most of the people at Jesus’ time misunderstand him?  Only if a person could live a perfect life, could he offer his life as a substitute for another person.

Read John 1:29-34: 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him. John said, “Look! The Lamb of God! He takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the One I was talking about. I said, ‘A man who comes after me is more important than I am. That’s because he existed before I was born.’ 31 I did not know him. But God wants to make it clear to Israel who this person is. That’s the reason I came baptizing with water.”  32 Then John told them, “I saw the Holy Spirit come down from heaven like a dove. The Spirit remained on Jesus. 33 I would not have known him. But the One who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and remain on someone. He is the One who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen it happen. I give witness that this is the Son of God.”
Read Mark 10:45: Even the Son of Man did not come to be served. Instead, he came to serve others. He came to give his life as the price for setting many people free.”
Read Hebrews 4:14-15:  14 We have a great high priest. He has gone up into the heavens. He is Jesus the Son of God. So let us hold firmly to what we say we believe. 15 We have a high priest who can feel it when we are weak and hurting. We have a high priest who has been tempted in every way, just as we are. But he did not sin. 
Read Romans 5:18-19: 18 One man’s sin brought guilt to all people. So also one right act made all people right with God. And all who are right with God will live. 19 Many people were made sinners because one man did not obey. But one man did obey. That is why many people will be made right with God.

4. Why did Jesus have to be God in order to offer his life for all people of all times?

If Jesus were just a human being like the rest of us he would have no better than we and could not have saved himself think nothing of saving anyone else.  He needed to be God who assumed human flesh so he could be perfect and so he could be an adequate sacrifice for the world’s sin.
5. What does it mean for the world when the Bible teaches that Jesus lived a perfect life and died a complete, all-atoning death?

This is the only hope for a sinful world.  This is God’s only way of salvation – faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior – a faith worked by the Holy Spirit through the Word and sacraments.
6. What is the significance of this message for the world today?
This is still the message we need to proclaim today because this is still the only hope for us and for the rest of the people of the world.
7. What is the significance of this message for you personally?
This is my hope, my confidence and my comfort for life now and for eternal life.
10. What part do you have in God’s plans for the world?

God has entrusted us with his message and we are the ones who are called to share it with the rest of the world.  We do not save anyone – the Holy Spirit does that – but we are the instruments God uses to share the Means of Grace, the Word and the sacraments.
Conclusion: Jesus came into the world to __save___ it.  Jesus’ work was to live a

_perfect____ life and then _die____ a complete, all-atoning __death__________.

Closing Prayer:  Thank you for showing Jesus to be the perfect sacrifice for sin, and for being my Lord and Savior.  Thank you taking my place so that when I die I know that I will be in heaven with you forever.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.
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