“WALKING WITH GOD FROM DEATH TO LIFE”
A BIBLE STUDY ON LIFE AND DEATH
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Introduction: 

When Jose’s wife was killed by a stray bullet during a drive-by shooting, he couldn’t accept it.  “It’s not true,” he cried.  As the days passed he had to deal with the reality of death.  Jose had a lot of questions:  “Where were you, God? How could you sit back and let this happen?  Why should I care about you if you don’t care about me?  What am I going to do?  What’s the point of living?”
Death does call life and faith into question.  God knows and understands this. He invites us to remain in close communication with him as we search for answers.  He wants us to continue to trust him with our questions, yes, even our anger.  Let’s look to him for the answers we need.

Look at Jesus

Read Matthew 27:46: Jesus cried out in a loud voice… "My God, my God, why have you deserted me?"

1. What is Jesus asking for as he cries out from the cross?

2. How do we know he was still in communication with God the Father?

3. Was Jose still in communication with God even if he doesn’t feel it?
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Read Luke 23:46: Jesus called out in a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my very life." After he said this, he took his last breath.
4. What do Jesus’ final words from the cross tell you about his continued trust in his Father?
Read Acts 2:24: But God raised him from the dead. He set him free from the suffering of death. It wasn't possible for death to keep its hold on Jesus.
5. What was God’s answer to Jesus?
Read Acts 5:31: Now Jesus is Prince and Savior. God has proved this by giving him a place of honor at his own right hand. He did it so that he could turn Israel away from their sins and forgive them.
6. What blessing do we have because of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead?
7. How might these words help Jose?

God is a God of Life

Read John 12:24: What I'm about to tell you is true. Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only one seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
8. What did Jesus mean by these words?
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Read Romans 6:8, 11: 8 We died with Christ. So we believe that we will also live with him. 11 In the same way, consider yourselves to be dead as far as sin is concerned. Now that you believe in Christ Jesus, consider yourselves to be alive as far as God is concerned.
Read John 14:1-3:  1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God. Trust in me also. 2 "There are many rooms in my Father's house. If this were not true, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and do that, I will come back. And I will take you to be with me. Then you will also be where I am. 

9. What promises does God have for Jose and for you?
The End and the Beginning – A Look at Death

10.  What kind of things end with death?

11.  What kind of things begin with death for the Christian?

12.  Why are some of those things so frightening?

Alive with God Eternally

Read John 10:28-30: 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never die. No one can steal them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than anyone. No one can steal them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one."
13.  What is Jesus promising us with these words?
14.  Why can we be sure that what Jesus says is true?

15.  When does real life begin for God’s people?

Read Romans 14:8: If we live, we live to honor the Lord. If we die, we die to honor the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.
16.  How can these words help you today in your life?
What About Tragedy?

Read Romans 5:12: Sin entered the world because one man sinned. And death came because of sin. Everyone sinned, so death came to all people.
17.  Why do people die?
Read John 11:25-26: 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even if he dies. 26 And those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
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 For what is God responsible when we face death?
19.  How does your faith help you when you face death?

20.  How does your baptism help you as you prepare for death?

21.  How would you help Jose after studying this lesson?

Closing Prayer: Dear Lord, we thank you for having made us your own child through your Word and through Holy Baptism.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit keep us as your own until the day comes when we will be with you in the mansions of heaven forever.  Help us see that all things, even tragedy and death, work for good in this life and especially for eternal life.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.Copyright © 1996, 1998 International Bible Society. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of International Bible Society.
Material for this lesson was adapted from “Walking With God, An Introduction to Christian Discipleship,” Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO 1985.
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