WHAT GOD INTENDS FOR MARRIAGE
INTRODUCTION: God’s marriage plans are what counts!  We need to examine the world’s marriage concepts to see if they are biblical and with God’s help to make our marriages in accord with God’s will as revealed in the inspired Bible.
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OPENING PRAYER: Dear Lord, we recognize that so many marriages today have failed or are in deep distress.  Help us through your Word to better understand what you want for marriage and through the power of the Holy Spirit help us to work toward better marriages lived in accord with your Word and your will.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.

OPENING QUESTIONS: How does God answer these questions?
· Is it all right to have a live-in partner?
· Is it all right to have a girl friend on the side even if one is married?
· Is it all right to marry someone of the same sex if it is allowed in your state?
READ THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES FROM GOD’S WORD:

· Genesis 1:26-31

· 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our likeness. Let them rule over the fish in the waters and the birds of the air. Let them rule over the livestock and over the whole earth. Let them rule over all of the creatures that move along the ground."  27 So God created man in his own likeness. He created him in the likeness of God. He created them as male and female. 
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  28 God blessed them. He said to them, "Have children and increase your numbers. Fill the earth and bring it under your control. Rule over the fish in the waters and the birds of the air. Rule over every living creature that moves on the ground." 29 Then God said, "I am giving you every plant on the face of the whole earth that bears its own seeds. I am giving you every tree that has fruit with seeds in it. All of them will be given to you for food. 30 "I am giving every green plant to all of the land animals and the birds of the air for food. I am also giving the plants to all of the creatures that move on the ground. I am giving
        them to every living thing that breathes." And that's exactly what happened. 31 God saw everything he
        had made. And it was very good. There was evening, and there was morning. It was day six.
· Genesis 2:18-25
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18 The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right for him." 19 The Lord God had formed all of the wild animals. He had also formed all of the birds of the air. He had made all of them out of the ground. He brought them to the man to see what names he would give them. And the name the man gave each living creature became its name. 20 So the man gave names to all of the livestock. He gave names to all of the birds of the air. And he gave names to all of the wild animals. But Adam didn't find a helper that was right for him. 21 So the Lord God caused him to fall into a deep sleep. While the man was sleeping, the Lord God took out one of his ribs. He closed up the opening that was in his side. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman. He made her from the rib he had taken out of the man. And he brought her to him. 23 The man said, "Her bones have come from my bones. Her body has come from my body. She will be named 'woman,' because she was taken out of a man." 24 That's why a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife. The two of them will become one. 25 The man and his wife were both naked. They didn't feel any shame. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE
· 1. What is important about the way Adam and Eve were created?

· 2. What was Adam’s role in marriage?

· 3. What was Eve’s role in marriage?

· 4. What are the attitudes of the world today about marriage?

· 5. Later (Exodus 20:14) God said, “Do not commit adultery.”  What is adultery and why is it wrong according to Genesis 2?

· 6. God says marriage is for life and yet he permits divorce if one partner is guilty of adultery or one partner leaves the marriage. Why would God permit any divorce if marriage is to be for life?

· 7. Why was nakedness not a problem for Adam and Eve?
APPLICATION TO OUR LIVES TODAY

· 1. Why are live-in arrangements so popular today?
· 2. What blessings does God give us through marriage?
· 1 – 
· 2 –
· 3 –
· 3. Why do many people regard sex as something “dirty.”
· 4. Why would gay or lesbian marriages not be approved by God?
· 5. Why do people today seem so afraid of marriage?
· 6. Having heard what God wants marriage to be what changes need to be made in your attitudes, in your words, and in your life?
FURTHER APPLICATION

· Read Genesis 24:62-67
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62 By that time Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi. He was living in the Negev Desert. 63 One evening he went out to the field. He wanted to spend some time thinking. When he looked up, he saw camels approaching. 64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel. 65 She asked the servant, "Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?" "He's my master," the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered her face. 66 Then the servant told Isaac everything he had done. 67 Isaac brought Rebekah into the tent that had belonged to his mother Sarah. And he married Rebekah. She became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother died. 
· 1. What was special about the way Isaac treated Rebekah?
· 2. How did Rebekah show respect for Isaac when she first met him?
· 3. Some cultures have arranged marriages like that of Isaac and Rebekah. What are some positives and negatives about that practice?
CLOSING PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help me understand the wonderful blessings of a godly marriage and the way that you want me to handle my sexual desires.  Help me to find that special person to be my spouse, or to maintain my marriage.  Help me avoid the many sexual temptations that are all around us in today’s world.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.Copyright © 1996, 1998 International Bible Society. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of International Bible Society.

Material for this lesson adapted from “Genesis – The Book of Beginnings – What God Intends for Marriage” by Duane D. Anderson.[image: image5.jpg]
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