TEACHER’S GUIDE - THE HOLY SPIRIT’S POWER IN BAPTISM
Goal: The goal of this lesson is to show the student that the Holy Spirit is active in baptism giving baptism its power.  The lesson does not deal with infant baptism, all of the blessings of baptism or the mode of baptism.  Those Bible truths are dealt with in other lessons.
Opening Prayer: O Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank you for blessing us through holy baptism.   We pray that you will continue to bless us as we see how the Spirit works in and through our baptism every day for the strengthening of our faith.  In Jesus’ name we ask it!  Amen.

Listen to what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit’s work through baptism.


Jesus: (John 3:5) "What I'm about to tell you is true. No one can enter God's kingdom without being born through water and the Holy Spirit.
1. What do we call “being born through water and the Holy Spirit?”

We call it baptism.
2. How do we become children of God and enter his kingdom?

We become children of God and part of his kingdom only through faith. Here Jesus teaches that one way faith come is through baptism.
Paul: (Inspired by the Holy Spirit in Romans 6:3-7): 3 All of us were baptized into Christ Jesus. Don't you know that we were baptized into his death? 4 By being baptized, we were buried with Christ into his death. Christ has been raised from the dead by the Father's glory. And like Christ we also can live a new life. 5 By being baptized, we have been joined with him in his death. We will certainly also be joined with him in his resurrection. 6 We know that what we used to be was nailed to the cross with him. That happened so our sinful bodies would lose their power. We are no longer slaves of sin. 7 Those who have died have been set free from sin.

3. What does it mean when Paul says we were “baptized into his death?”

The death of Jesus on the cross paid for all our sins and that blessing is ours when we come to faith through holy baptism.
4. What does it mean when Paul says we will “be joined with him in his resurrection?”

Only redeemed children of God will be with Jesus in heaven on the Last Day.  As baptized children of God who have faith in Jesus as our Savior will be at his side on that Day.
5. What effect does your baptism have on your daily life according to Paul?

The slavery of sin has been taken away and through the Spirit’s work we have been set free from sin and can now serve God in righteousness and holiness.
Paul: (Inspired by the Holy Spirit in Galatians 3:26-27): 26 You are all children of God by believing in Christ Jesus. 27 All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ as if he were your clothes.
6. What does Paul mean when he says that baptism is like putting on Christ’s clothes?
Clothes cover up what is underneath. (Long sleeves don’t show your tattoos when you go to a job interview.  A woman might hide her pregnancy by loose fitting clothing.) Christ’s perfect righteousness (his clothes) lets us stand perfect before our Father in heaven because our sins have all been paid for by Jesus.
Paul (Inspired by the Holy Spirit in Colossians 2:11-12): 11 When you received Christ, you were also circumcised by putting away your sinful nature. Human hands didn't circumcise you. Christ did.  12 When you were baptized, you were buried together with him. You were raised to life together with him by believing in God's power. God raised Jesus from the dead. 
7. How can one’s heart be “circumcised?”

In the Old Testament Jewish boys were circumcised on the eighth day. It was God’s way of bringing his people into his kingdom.  In the New Testament those Old Testament ceremonial laws were no longer in force because they were fulfilled by Jesus.  In the New Testament Jesus shows how we become part of his kingdom through baptism which works faith in one’s heart, not in one’s body.
Peter (Inspired by the Holy Spirit in 1 Peter 3:18-22): 18 Christ died for sins once and for all time. The One who did what is right died for those who don't do right. He died to bring you to God. His body was put to death. But the Holy Spirit brought him back to life. 19 By means of the Spirit, Christ went and preached to the spirits in prison. 20 Long ago they did not obey. God was patient while Noah was building the ark. He waited, but only a few people went into the ark. A total of eight were saved by means of water. 21 The water of the flood is a picture of the baptism that now saves you also. The baptism I'm talking about has nothing to do with removing dirt from your body. Instead, it promises God that you will keep a clear sense of what is right and wrong. Jesus Christ has saved you by rising from the dead. 22 He has gone into heaven. He is at God's right hand. Angels, authorities and powers are under his control.
8. Why can Peter say that “baptism … saves?”

He can say that because when Christ died he paid for all our sins and when the Holy Spirit works through baptism he brings those blessings to us for our salvation.
9. What does your baptism mean to you?

It means that I am a child of God, that God will never leave me or forsake me, and that I can be assured of my salvation through faith in Jesus Christ - a faith that is mine in my baptism.  (Remember that baptism is God’s work and God gives it its power.)
10. How can you make effective use of your baptism every day?

We can thank the Lord for bringing us to faith and keeping us in the faith. (A picture that I like to use is that of hooking up electricity to a building.  The power company comes in only once and brings in the power line.  We may short out the circuit or not use the power for whatever reason, but it is still there for us.  So also with baptism – God worked faith in our hearts in baptism and the power of baptism is there for us always – even if we don’t use it for a time in our lives.  It is also for this reason that we don’t ever need to be rebaptized.)
Closing Prayer:  Thank you, Lord, for bringing me to faith through the Holy Spirit’s work in the Word and in holy baptism!  Please continue to send the Holy Spirit into our lives as your baptized children that we might live our lives to your glory in our baptismal grace.  In Jesus’ name we ask it!  Amen.
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