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HOW AM I SAVED?  FAITH AND/OR WORKS?
OPENING PRAYER: Lord, I want to go to heaven when I die!  Show me the way! Help me to understand your way of salvation revealed in the Bible.  Help me to live my life by doing all things that please you!  In Jesus’ name I pray!  Amen.
INTRODUCTION:


There are only two religions in the world.  One is DO, the other is DONE.  In this lesson we will learn that Bible Christianity is a DONE religion – in other words, God has done all things through his Son Jesus Christ for our forgiveness and salvation and through faith in that Jesus all those blessings are ours.  All other religions in the world are based on DO – you must do something in order to gain the blessings of forgiveness and salvation.

WHAT IS FAITH?


The American Heritage Dictionary defines faith as a “belief that does not rest on logical proof or material evidence.”

LISTEN TO THE BIBLE’S CALL TO FAITH: 
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Read Jonah 3:1-5: Jonah Goes to Nineveh 

 1 A message came to Jonah from the Lord a second time. He said, 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh. Announce to its people the message I give you." 3 Jonah obeyed the Lord. He went to Nineveh. It was a very important city. In fact, it took about three days to see all of it. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He announced, "In 40 days Nineveh will be destroyed." 

Read Matthew 28:16-20: Jesus' Final Orders to His Disciples 

 16 Then the 11 disciples went to Galilee. They went to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him. But some still had their doubts. 18 Then Jesus came to them. He said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 So you must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very end." 
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Read Mark 1:14-20: Jesus Chooses the First Disciples 

 14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee. He preached God's good news. 15 "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Turn away from your sins and believe the good news!" 16 One day Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee. There he saw Simon and his brother Andrew. They were throwing a net into the lake. They were fishermen. 17 "Come. Follow me," Jesus said. "I will make you fishers of people." 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 19 Then Jesus walked a little farther. As he did, he saw James, son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat preparing their nets. 20 Right away he called out to them. They left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men. Then they followed Jesus. 

Read John 6:28-29: 
28 Then they asked him, "What does God want from us? What works does he want us to do?" 29 Jesus answered, "God's work is to believe in the One he has sent." 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:29-31: 
29 Brothers and sisters, what I mean is that the time is short. From now on, those who have a husband or wife should live as if they did not. 30 Those who are sad should live as if they were not. Those who are happy should live as if they were not. Those who buy something should live as if it were not theirs to keep. 31 Those who use the things of the world should not become all wrapped up in them. The world as it now exists is passing away.
1. Whom does God want to have saving faith?

WHAT IS SAVING FAITH?

Read Mark 16:16: 
Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who does not believe will be punished.

Read Romans 3:28: 
We firmly believe that people are made right with God because of their faith. They are not saved by obeying the law.
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Read John 3:16: 
"God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.”

2. How would you describe saving faith?

Read Romans 1:16: 
I am not ashamed of the good news. It is God's power. And it will save everyone who believes. It is meant first for the Jews. It is meant also for those who aren't Jews.

3. What is the result of that saving faith?
Read Romans 9:17: 
In Scripture, God says to Pharaoh, "I had a special reason for making you king. I decided to use you to show my power. I wanted my name to become known everywhere on earth."—(Exodus 9:16)

4. What is God’s intention for this saving faith?
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Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-15: 
14 Christ's love controls us. We are sure that one person died for everyone. And so everyone died. 15 Christ died for everyone. He died so that those who live should not live for themselves anymore. They should live for Christ. He died for them and was raised again. 
Read 2 Corinthians 13:4: 
It is true that Christ was nailed to the cross because he was weak. But he lives by God's power. In the same way, I share his weakness. But by God's power I will live with him to serve you.

5. What change will faith make in our lives?

LISTEN TO THE BIBLE’S CALL FOR GOOD WORKS

Read Colossians 3:17: 
Do everything you say or do in the name of the Lord Jesus. Always give thanks to God the Father through Christ.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17: 
Anyone who believes in Christ is a new creation. The old is gone! The new has come!

Read Galatians 5:24-25: 
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed their sinful nature to his cross. They don't want what their sinful nature loves and longs for. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us march in step with the Spirit. 

6. Now that God has brought us to faith what does he want us to do?

Read Hebrews 11:6: 
Without faith it isn't possible to please God. Those who come to God must believe that he exists. And they must believe that he rewards those who look to him.

7. Why is God not pleased with the good works of unbelievers?

There are many passages and parables that show how good works demonstrate a healthy, growing faith.
Read John 15:5: 
"I am the vine. You are the branches. If anyone remains joined to me, and I to him, he will bear a lot of fruit. You can't do anything without me.”

Read Luke 13:6: 
Then Jesus told a story. "A man had a fig tree," he said. "It had been planted in his vineyard. When he went to look for fruit on it, he didn't find any.”

Read James 2:14-19: Show Your Faith by What You Do 

 14 My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people claim they have faith but don't act like it? Can that kind of faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or sister has no clothes or food. 16 Suppose one of you says to them, "Go. I hope everything turns out fine for you. Keep warm. Eat well." And you do nothing about what they really need. Then what good have you done? 17 It is the same with faith. If it doesn't cause us to do something, it's dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith. I do good works." Show me your faith that doesn't do good works. And I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that. And they tremble! 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

8. How do you understand faith is Jesus Christ?
9. How important is faith to you? Why?
10. In your own words, explain what the relationship is between works and faith.
CLOSING PRAYER: Lord, thank you for revealing your way of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  Thank you for teaching me that my salvation is a gift from you, not based on my works.  Thank you for giving me the opportunity to show my faith every day by my good works done to your glory in accord with your word.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
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