TEACHER’S GUIDE - A BIBLE STUDY -

DO ANGELS AND DEVILS REALLY HAVE SUPERNATURAL POWER?
Introduction: 

When someone talks about angels or devils, what comes to your mind?  Do you immediately swallow all the person is saying?  Are you skeptical?  Are angels real?  Is the devil a real person?  How can we know?  We can know because the Bible gives us more information than we might at first realize.  Let God answer our question today, “Do Angels and Devils Really have Supernatural Power.”

Bible Study - Angels
Read Psalm 148:2,5: 2 Praise him, all his angels. Praise him, all his angels in heaven. 5 Let all of them praise the name of the Lord, because he gave a command and they were created.
1. How did angels come into existence?

They were created by God probably on the sixth day of creation. (God says everything created was created in those six days.)  Note this:  Animals are all body with no soul (spirit); angels are all soul (spirit) with no body; humans, the crown of God’s creation have both body and soul (spirit).
Read Hebrews 1:14: All angels are spirits who serve.
Read Luke 24:39: “Look at my hands and my feet. It is really I! Touch me and see. A ghost (spirit) does not have a body or bones. But you can see that I do."
2. What does the Bible mean when it says angels are spirits?

Angels do not have a body.  There are times in the Bible where they assumed a human body to carry out God’s will as his messengers (see following passages) but that is not their nature.
Read Genesis 18:2; 19:1: Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. He quickly left the entrance to his tent to meet them. He bowed low to the ground… The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening. Lot was sitting near the gate of the city. When Lot saw them, he got up to meet them. He bowed down with his face to the ground. 

Read Isaiah 6:2: Above him were seraphs. Each of them had six wings. With two wings they covered their faces. With two wings they covered their feet. And with two wings they were flying.
Read Mark 16:5: They entered the tomb. As they did, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe. He was sitting on the right side. They were alarmed.
3. How were the people able to see the angels if angels are spirits?

On limited occasions they assumed a human body so they would be visible to humans.
Read Luke 1:19: The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I serve God. I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news.”
Read Jude 9: But not even Michael did that. He was the leader of the angels. He argued with the devil about the body of Moses. But he didn't dare to speak evil things against the devil. Instead, he said, "May the Lord stop you!"
4. If angels are spirits, why are they given names?

Because angels are “persons” in the sense of having a living spirit, they could well have names.  The names we see in the Bible are to identify themselves to the person to whom they are appearing.
Read Matthew 22:30: When the dead rise, they won't get married. And their parents won't give them to be married. They will be like the angels in heaven.

Read 2 Peter 2:11: Angels are stronger and more powerful than those people. But even angels don't bring to the Lord evil charges against heavenly beings.

Read Luke 20:36: They can't die anymore. They are like the angels.

Read 2 Samuel 14:20: He did it to change the way things now are. You are as wise as an angel of God. You know everything that happens in the land."
Read Luke 2:13-15:  13 Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven also appeared. They were praising God. They said, 14 "May glory be given to God in the highest heaven! And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on earth!" 15 The angels left and went into heaven. Then the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem. Let's see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 

Read Matthew 18:10: "See that you don't look down on one of these little ones. Here is what I tell you. Their angels in heaven can go at any time to see my Father who is in heaven.”
Read Acts 10:22: The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius, the Roman commander. He is a good man who worships God. All the Jewish people respect him. A holy angel told him to invite you to his house. Cornelius wants to hear what you have to say."
5. What are some of the superhuman qualities angels possess?
See the underlined portions of the passages above.
Read Matthew 26:53: Do you think I can't ask my Father for help? He would send an army of more than 70,000 angels right away.

Read Hebrews 12:22: But you have come to Mount Zion. You have come to the Jerusalem in heaven. It is the city of the living God. You have come to a joyful gathering of angels. There are thousands and thousands of them.
Read Revelation 5:11: Then I looked and heard the voice of millions and millions of angels. They surrounded the throne. They surrounded the living creatures and the elders.

6. How many angels are there?

More than we could ever number!  (See the passages above.)
Read Matthew 18:10-11: “See that you don’t look down on one of these little ones. Here is what I tell you. Their angels in heaven can go at any time to see my Father who is in heaven.”
Read Hebrews 1:14: All angels are spirits who serve. God sends them to serve those who will receive salvation.
Read Luke 16:22: “The time came when the beggar died. The angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried.”
Read Matthew 24:31: He will send his angels with a loud trumpet call. They will gather his chosen people from all four directions. They will bring them from one end of the heavens to the other.
7. How do angels serve God in caring for the believers?

See the highlighted portions of the passages above.
BIBLE STUDY – DEVILS

Read 2 Peter 2:4: God did not spare angels when they sinned. Instead, he sent them to hell. He put them in dark prisons. He will keep them there until he judges them.
Read Jude 6: Some of the angels didn't stay where they belonged. They didn't keep their positions of authority. The Lord has kept those angels in darkness. They are held by chains that last forever. On judgment day, God will judge them.
Read Revelation 12:7-9:  7 There was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But the dragon wasn't strong enough. He and his angels lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was thrown down to the earth, and his angels with him. The dragon is that old serpent called the devil, or Satan. He leads the whole world down the wrong path. 

8. How did the devils come into existence?
All angels were created good (See Genesis 1:31). Some of them rebelled against God and were cast out of heaven to be reserved for judgment.  There is no second chance for the angels that sinned.  We have a second chance – our time on earth to come to faith and be saved.
Read Mark 5:9: Then Jesus asked the demon, "What is your name?" "My name is Legion," he replied. "There are many of us." 

9. How many evil angels are there?

We are not told the exact number. There is some evidence that 1/3 of the angels sinned and were cast out.  They are now “confirmed” in their sinfulness.
Read Matthew 13:19: People hear the message about the kingdom but do not understand it. Then the evil one comes. He steals what was planted in their hearts. Those people are like the seed planted on a path.
Read 2 Corinthians 11:3: But Eve was tricked by the snake's clever lies. And I'm afraid that in the same way your minds will somehow be led down the wrong path. They will be led away from your true and pure love for Christ.
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:18: We wanted to come to you. Again and again I, Paul, wanted to come. But Satan stopped us.
Read Revelation 2:10: Don't be afraid of what you are going to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you. You will be treated badly for ten days. Be faithful, even if it means you must die. Then I will give you a crown. The crown is life itself.
10. How do the devil and his fallen angels oppose the kingdom of God?
He uses whatever means he can including our own sinful nature and the sinful world in which we live to get us to deny our God.  Remember that there is a limit on the devil’s powers – he can only go as far as God allows.  God is still in control.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION (Agree or disagree with the following statements.)

1. God reveals the qualities of angels in the Bible because we need to know about them and believe in them in order to get to heaven. He wants us to know about them and the blessings we have because of them.  He wants us to believe that they are there for us but it is not a fundamental part of saving faith.  (However, if someone does not want to believe what the Bible says about angels he/she may be in danger of denying other things God reveals in the Bible for our salvation and Christian life.)
2. Since angels are more powerful than we are and since we know they are sent by God to help us, it is natural that we should pray to them to help us in time of need. It is one thing to know about them and that they are sent from God but it is another thing to pray to them.  We are not to pray to them for help.  We might pray to God for help and ask that he send his angels but we do not pray directly to them.
3. Angels no longer assume human form today nor does God use them as messengers to men any more. Because we have the written and inspired Word there is not need for angels to assume human form.  However, with God all things are possible and he certainly could do that if he so desired.
4. Every Christian has a guardian angel assigned to him/her. The Bible does not talk about one guardian angel for each person.  He does talk about numerous angels watching over all of us.
5. What the Bible says about devils serves only to warn us about them. He not only wants to warn us but he wants us to fight against the devil and his temptations.
6. Every sin committed is a product of the devil. Ultimately that is true but that does not get us off the hook.  We still have responsibility for our sins.
7. Satan worshipers often lead charmed lives because Satan uses his power to help them. Certainly Satan can make things look good for his followers.  However, a follower of Satan can never have the comfort a Christian has in the forgiveness of sins and certainty of salvation through Jesus Christ.
8. It is all right to use charms, zodiacs, séances, etc. as long as you don’t get serious about them. We are tempting God if we put any of our trust in things other than God himself.  If something seems to come true because of one horoscope or at a séance it might be the start down the slippery slope of rejection of God and his will for our lives.
9. Today there are people who are physically possessed by the devil on whom exorcism is rightly practiced by believers. Yes it seems that there are people who are possessed today and there are evidences that exorcism has worked.  We need to be careful, however, in making that judgment because Satan might be at work in other ways to make this look “real” when it is not.
CLOSING PRAYER:

Lord, we thank you for making the angels and for using them to do your will in guarding and protecting us.  Thank you for telling us about them in the Bible so that we may know about the great service they do for you in serving us.  Thank you also for warning us about Satan and all the devils.  Above all thank you for sending Jesus to crush the devils’ power and enabling us to overcome all their temptations in your name.  Keep us safe, Lord, from all the evil which Satan and his cohorts would do to us, and bring us safely to our heavenly home where we will be able to share with the angels that perfect joy and peace which exists only in your presence.  For Jesus’ sake we ask it.  Amen.
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This lesson is an adaptation of a lesson entitled “Angels and Devils” from “Christian Concerns,” by David P. Kuske, Northwestern Publishing House, 1979.
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