TEACHER’S GUIDE - BIBLE STUDY – MANY RELIGIONS, SAME BIBLE?
Prayer: Dear Lord, you have given us your holy Word.  Help us to read, study, digest and believe it.  Help us to avoid the false teachers who would distort your Word. Help us to remain faithful to you and your Word!  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.

Introduction: Why are there so many differences among the so-called Christian religions?  In this study we will see that the differences today are the same as they were in the early church.  As you study the following Bible passages be on the lookout for the CAUSE of different teachings and why these different teachings are so DANGEROUS.

Note to the teacher:  This lesson has more material than can be handled in most one hour Bible classes. If you need to shorten it you can eliminate sections F through J and/or K through N and still maintain the purpose of the lesson to show that we need to let the Bible speak and follow what God has clearly revealed to us in the Bible.  The agree/disagree questions at the end of the lesson could also be omitted if there is not time.

Bible Study:

A. Read Matthew 15:3: Jesus replied, "And why don't you obey God's command? You would rather follow your own teachings!  
1. What did Jesus identify as a source of different teachings?

People want to follow their own teachings and not obey God’s command. (Jesus was here speaking to the Pharisees who outwardly followed God’s law according to their own interpretation of it.)
B. Read Matthew 15:6b, 8-9: 6 ... You make the word of God useless in order to follow your own teachings. Isaiah … said, 8 " 'These people honor me by what they say. But their hearts are far away from me. 9 Their worship doesn't mean anything to me. They teach nothing but human rules.' " —(Isaiah 29:13) 
2. Why is this so dangerous?
It is dangerous because people are rejecting God’s Word and their worship is useless. In reality they are losing the blessings of God’s forgiveness and salvation.
C. Read Galatians 1:6-7:  6 I am amazed. You are so quickly deserting the One who chose you because of the grace that Christ has provided. You are turning to a different "good news." 7 What you are accepting is really not the good news at all. It seems that some people have gotten you all mixed up. They are trying to twist the good news about Christ.

3. Why were they turning to “a different ‘good news’?”

They were following the teachings of false teachers who “mixed (them) up.”
D. Read Galatians 2:16, 21: 16 We know that no one is made right with God by obeying the law. It is by believing in Jesus Christ. So we too have put our faith in Christ Jesus. That is so we can be made right with God by believing in Christ, not by obeying the law. No one can be made right with God by obeying the law… 21 I do not get rid of the grace of God. What if a person could become right with God by obeying the law? Then Christ died for nothing!
4. What was being added to faith as being necessary for salvation?

The Galatians were being tempted to add works to faith for forgiveness and salvation. Some former Jews were teaching that it was right to believe in Jesus for salvation but to be really a Christian one had to also follow the Old Testament laws.  Paul shows the fallacy of this false teaching.
5. What does Paul identify as a source of different teachings?

Following the teaching that works are necessary in addition to faith for forgiveness and salvation is a different teaching than what was proclaimed by Christ and revealed in the Bible.
E. Read Galatians 5:4, 7-9:  4 Some of you are trying to be made right with God by obeying the law. You have been separated from Christ. You have fallen away from God's grace…  7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth? 8 The One who chooses you does not keep you from obeying the truth. 9 You should know that "just a little yeast works its way through the whole batch of dough.”
6. Why is this so dangerous?
Even one little deviation from God’s Word of truth can lead to an undermining of one’s faith in Christ and the free gift of salvation he offers (just as a “little yeast works its way through the whole batch of dough”).
F. Read Colossians 2:4: But I don't want anyone to fool you with fast talk that only sounds good.
7. How might Christians be fooled?

A false teacher may be a good orator and have the skills of persuasion and lead a person astray.  Just because it “sounds good” does not make it right!
G. Read Colossians 2:8, 20-23:  8 Make sure no one captures you. They will try to capture you by using false reasoning that has no meaning. Their ideas depend on human teachings. They also depend on the basic things the people of this world believe. They don't depend on Christ… 20 The people of the world believe certain basic things. You died with Christ as far as things like that are concerned. So why do you act as if you still belong to the world? Here are the rules you follow. 21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!" 22 Rules like that are all going to die out as time goes by. They are only based on human rules and teachings.  23 It is true that those rules seem wise. Because of them, people give themselves over to their own kind of worship. They pretend they aren't proud. They treat their bodies very badly. But rules like that don't help. They don't stop people from chasing after sinful pleasures. 
8. What two examples does Paul give to explain what he meant in 2:4?
Paul says a false teacher (1) might use false reasoning (that in reality is not valid) or (2) might make rules that sound good but are not really what God says. (In modern teaching there are false teachers who say that God says all use of alcohol is sinful, that it is sinful for a pastor to marry, that one must give 10% of his/her income to be a Christian, etc. This is going farther than God goes in the Bible.)
9. What does Paul identify as two sources of differences in teaching?

The same two examples: using false reasoning and establishing rules that are beyond or in contradiction to what God says in the Bible.
10. What warning is given in each of these verses about the danger of such false teaching?

The warning is given to watch out for such false teachers and to make sure (by studying God’s Word) that we do not follow such false teachers.
H. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:4: He will oppose everything that is called God. He will oppose everything that is worshiped. He will give himself power over everything. He will set himself up in God's temple. He will announce that he himself is God.

11. How does the Antichrist (“the man of sin”) go about introducing conflicting teachings?

He claims to be God and claims he can speak with the same authority as the Bible. (Note that this Antichrist [not the other antichrists spoken of in Scripture] has set himself up inside of the Christian church [“God’s temple”].  He assumes all power for himself even though the Bible says that is reserved for God himself.  From this revelation from God we can see that this is the Roman Catholic office of the papacy [pope] who has fulfilled [and is fulfilling] all of these prophecies.  However, I would be very careful about making that application unless you have had a long-term relationship with your students and they have a very solid foundation in the Scriptures.)
I. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:9: The coming of the man of sin will be Satan's work. His work will be seen in all kinds of fake miracles, signs and wonders.

12. How will Satan help give an appearance of authority to this “man of sin?”

False teachers can fake miracles; they can do signs and wonders that appear to be coming from God. (Example: “healings” done by some of the TV preachers.  Could they be real?  Yes, because with God all things are possible.  However, in most cases they are fake in that they really don’t happen or the person’s illness was really only in his/her mind and when that person believed they were “healed” it appeared to be true.)
13. What does Paul identify as another source of conflicting teachings?

Satan using the “man of sin” and other false teachers to do fake miracles, signs and wonders.
J. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:10b -12: 10 … They are dying because they refuse to love the truth. The truth would save them. 11 So God will fool them completely. Then they will believe the lie. 12 Many will not believe the truth. They will take pleasure in evil. They will be judged. 

14. Why will the “man of sin’s” followers believe teachings which conflict with the Bible’s teaching?

Because Satan has led them to take pleasure in the false teachings and they believe the lies to be truth.
15. What is the danger in following these conflicting teachings?

While the truth of God – faith in Jesus Christ for forgiveness and salvation – could save them by rejecting the truth and following error they will not be able to stand before God on Judgment Day.
K. Read 1 Timothy 6:20b: Turn away from godless chatter. Stay away from opposing ideas that are falsely called knowledge.
16. Explain what Timothy is to turn away from?
Timothy is to turn away from anything that is not revealed and supported by God’s Word in the Bible.
L. Read 1 Timothy 1:7: They want to be teachers of the law. And they are very sure about that law. But they don't know what they are talking about.
17. What does Paul identify as another source of conflicting teachings?

When teachers (here specifically the Pharisees) claim to know the truth but really do not know the truth.
M. 1 Timothy 6:20-21: 20 Timothy, guard what God has trusted you with. Turn away from godless chatter. Stay away from opposing ideas that are falsely called knowledge. 21 Some people believe them. By doing that they have wandered away from the faith.
18. What is the danger in following these false teachings?

The danger is “wandering away from the faith” which in the end means the loss of forgiveness and eternal salvation.
N. Read 2 Timothy 4:3-4:  3 The time will come when people won't put up with true teaching. Instead, they will try to satisfy their own longings. They will gather a large number of teachers around them. The teachers will say what the people want to hear. 4 The people will turn their ears away from the truth. They will turn to stories that aren't completely true.
19. What is another reason teachers will teach things which conflict with the Bible?

The false teachers will teach false teaching because that is what people want to hear and they are popular by telling people what they want to hear.
O. Read 2 Peter 2:3: Those teachers are never satisfied. They want to get something out of you. So they make up stories to take advantage of you. They have been under a sentence of death for a long time. The One who will destroy them has not been sleeping.
20. How will some teachers introduce conflicting teachings?

They make up stories (false teaching) as a way to draw people away from the truth of God’s Word.
P. Read 2 Peter 2:19: They promise to give freedom to the new believers. But they themselves are slaves to sinful living. A person is a slave to anything that controls him.
Read Jude 4: Certain people have slipped in among you in secret. Long ago it was written that they would be judged. They are godless people. They use the grace of our God as an excuse for sexual sins. They say no to Jesus Christ. He is our only Lord and King.
21. What misuse do these teachers make of the freedom which is taught in the Bible?
While God has given us New Testament Christians freedom in all things, the moral code of the Bible (as summarized in the Ten Commandments) still stands. Some false teachers would say the situation allows us to set aside the Commandments. (Example: Because two men or two women love each other it is all right for them to be joined together in a binding relationship like marriage because God wants us to be happy and loving.  The situation does not negate the law of God which says homosexual relationships are sinful and that marriage is to be one man and one woman for life.)
22. What do Peter and Jude identify as a source of conflicting teaching?

The source of such conflict come when we let sin excuse the way we live. In reality we are saying no to Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
Q. Read 2 Peter 2:21-22: 21 What if they had not known the way of godliness? That would have been better than to have known it and then to have turned their backs on it. The way of godliness is the sacred command that was passed on to them. 22 What the proverbs say about them is true. "A dog returns to where it has thrown up."—(Proverbs 26:11) And, "A pig that is washed goes back to rolling in the mud."
23. Why are these teachings dangerous?

They are dangerous because we are in danger of losing the blessings God has given us in the gift of forgiveness and salvation through faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
R. Read 2 Peter 3:4-7: 4 They will say, "Where is this 'return' he promised? Everything goes on in the same way it has since our people of long ago died. In fact, it has continued that way since God first created everything." 5 Long ago, God's word brought the heavens into being. His word separated the earth from the waters. And the waters surrounded it. But those people forget things like that on purpose. 6 The waters also flooded the world of that time. It was destroyed. 7 By God's word the heavens and earth of today are being reserved for fire. They are being kept for the day when God will judge. Then ungodly people will be destroyed.
24. What rationale do people use for not believing in Christ’s return?

Years have gone by and nothing has happened.  Why should we expect it to happen now or in the future?
25. What facts do they deliberately ignore?

They ignore the fact that God has prophesied and revealed things in the past and they did come to pass (e.g., the Creation and the Flood).
26. What does Peter identify as another source of conflicting teachings?
Not learning from the events of the past as revealed in the Scriptures.
27. Why are such views dangerous?
We put ourselves in danger of losing the gift of God’s forgiveness and salvation that comes through Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
S. Read 2 Peter 3:16: He writes the same way in all his letters. He speaks about what I have just told you. His letters include some things that are hard to understand. People who don't know better and aren't firm in the faith twist what he says. They twist the other Scriptures too. So they will be destroyed.
28. What is another cause of teachings which conflict with the Bible?
Twisting what God does say because it seems hard to understand.
29. Why is this dangerous?

Without the clear revealed message of salvation by grace through faith in Christ one is always in danger of losing one’s forgiveness and salvation.
Agree/Disagree
a. A few conflicting teachings in a church are not tremendously damaging as long as they don’t affect the basic truths which we need to know and believe for salvation.

Disagree - While a person can be saved if he/she does follow a few conflicting teachings but still has faith in Christ as Savior, one in is always in danger that the false teachings will eventually wipe out that saving faith in Christ.
b. When we are in a religious discussion we ought to insist that our church’s position is the only correct one.

Disagree – We should never argue for our “church’s position.”  We should always proclaim and stand up for the Bible’s position which is the only position that will stand on Judgment Day.  (Hopefully the church’s position will be that of the Bible’s position!)
c. It is important when we discuss religion with people of other religions that we win the argument.
Disagree – What is important is that we faithfully declare what God has revealed in the Bible. In many cases we are only planting a seed of the truth or watering that seed.  We may not see the results.  We should never look at it as winning an argument.
d. Differences could be avoided among religions based on the Bible if everyone followed the principle that the Bible is the only proper interpreter of the Bible.
Agree – That is what God wants and that is where we must stand and that is what we must proclaim.  It is not a matter of interpretation but a matter of what God has revealed.
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