TEACHER’S GUIDE - WHAT GOD INTENDS FOR MARRIAGE
INTRODUCTION: God’s marriage plans are what counts!  We need to examine the world’s marriage concepts to see if they are biblical and with God’s help to make our marriages in accord with God’s will as revealed in the inspired Bible.
OPENING PRAYER: Dear Lord, we recognize that so many marriages today have failed or are in deep distress.  Help us through your Word to better understand what you want for marriage and through the power of the Holy Spirit help us to work toward better marriages lived in accord with your Word and your will.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.

OPENING QUESTIONS: How does God answer these questions? The answer to all these questions is obviously “no.”  Don’t get into a long discussion about the answers at this point. Rather, ask the student to hold the discussion until after you have read what God has to say.
· Is it all right to have a live-in partner?
· Is it all right to have a girl friend on the side even if one is married?
· Is it all right to marry someone of the same sex if it is allowed in your state?
READ THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES FROM GOD’S WORD:

· Genesis 1:26-31

· 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our likeness. Let them rule over the fish in the waters and the birds of the air. Let them rule over the livestock and over the whole earth. Let them rule over all of the creatures that move along the ground."  27 So God created man in his own likeness. He created him in the likeness of God. He created them as male and female. 

    28 God blessed them. He said to them, "Have children and increase your numbers. Fill the earth and bring it under your control. Rule over the fish in the waters and the birds of the air. Rule over every living creature that moves on the ground." 29 Then God said, "I am giving you every plant on the face of the whole earth that bears its own seeds. I am giving you every tree that has fruit with seeds in it. All of them will be given to you for food. 30 "I am giving every green plant to all of the land animals and the birds of the air for food. I am also giving the plants to all of the creatures that move on the ground. I am giving them to every living thing that breathes." And that's exactly what happened. 31 God saw everything he had made. And it was very good. There was evening, and there was morning. It was day six.
· Genesis 2:18-25
· 18 The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right for him." 19 The Lord God had formed all of the wild animals. He had also formed all of the birds of the air. He had made all of them out of the ground. He brought them to the man to see what names he would give them. And the name the man gave each living creature became its name. 20 So the man gave names to all of the livestock. He gave names to all of the birds of the air. And he gave names to all of the wild animals. But Adam didn't find a helper that was right for him. 21 So the Lord God caused him to fall into a deep sleep. While the man was sleeping, the Lord God took out one of his ribs. He closed up the opening that was in his side. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman. He made her from the rib he had taken out of the man. And he brought her to him. 23 The man said, "Her bones have come from my bones. Her body has come from my body. She will be named 'woman,' because she was taken out of a man." 24 That's why a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife. The two of them will become one. 25 The man and his wife were both naked. They didn't feel any shame. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE
· 1. What is important about the way Adam and Eve were created? God created them in his image with a living soul or spirit part of them that never dies.  As such they were responsible to God in ways the rest of creation was not responsible.  Because of the free will they were given in creation they had a moral responsibility to God to uphold his commands. (They failed, of course, when they ate of the forbidden fruit and as repentant sinners found their hope, forgiveness and salvation in the coming Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. See Genesis 3:15.
· 2. What was Adam’s role in marriage? Adam was created first and given the headship of the family.  God called Adam to account when Eve ate the forbidden fruit because he was responsible for not carrying out God’s will in his family. This headship can be abused if the husband treats his wife like a slave.  The New Testament says a husband should love his wife in the way Christ loved the church and gave himself for it. (Ephesians 5:22ff)
· 3. What was Eve’s role in marriage? Eve was created as a helper that was right for Adam. The two of them were to work together as Eve showed love and respect for her husband. (See Ephesians 5:22ff)
· 4. What are the attitudes of the world today about marriage? Various answers. There are those who believe marriage is only a civil contract and has nothing to do with God. Some think marriage can be “open” and the partners can have other “lovers” or “sex partners” on the side. Others think the commitment of marriage lasts only as long at the love lasts and then the marriage can be broken.  No fault divorce is the rule in many places.  These attitudes are not what God says about marriage!
· 5. Later (Exodus 20:14) God said, “Do not commit adultery.”  What is adultery and why is it wrong according to Genesis 2? Adultery is a sexual relationship with another person who is not one’s spouse.  God intends sex to be limited only to one’s spouse and that only after marriage. In Genesis 2 God make clear that marriage is the total commitment of one man and one woman to each other for as long as they live.  (After the death of one of the spouses the living spouse may remarry at any time.)
· 6. God says marriage is for life and yet he permits divorce if one partner is guilty of adultery or one partner leaves the marriage. Why would God permit any divorce if marriage is to be for life? God says he hates divorce (Malachi 2:16). Because of sin that has its effect on every area of our lives including marriage God does permit (not command!) divorce in two (but only two) instances. Because marriage is the uniting into “one flesh” when one of the partners in a marriage commits adultery that “one flesh” is broken with the other spouse.  If the innocent spouse cannot take the partner back again God does permit divorce and that innocent party may remarry. The guilty party may also remarry if there is godly repentance for the sin that was committed.  In a similar way if one partner leaves a marriage (not just to work out of town or in the military for a year or two!) again that “one flesh” has been broken and the innocent party does not have to remain in the marriage but may get a divorce and may marry again.
· 7. Why was nakedness not a problem for Adam and Eve? Because they were not sinful.  Once they sinned against God they looked at one another with sinful lust and desired to cover their bodies.  Nakedness in itself is not a sin but the sinful thoughts that usually go along with nakedness are sinful and for that reason the Christian may appreciate art but avoid pornography. The level of temptation may vary from one person to the next.
APPLICATION TO OUR LIVES TODAY

· 1. Why are live-in arrangements so popular today? Some will claim that unless they live together they will not know if they are compatible (sexually and otherwise) with each other. Others say it is a way of saving money rather than have two homes during courtship. Applying God’s Word to this modern arrangement leads us to say it is a sin.  Even if the couple says they will not be sexually active with each other they are putting themselves in a position of great temptation.  Also, as Christians they may be causing offense to other Christians and we are to avoid causing offense.
· 2. What blessings does God give us through marriage?
· 1 – companionship (something that can be present young or old, in sickness or in health)
· 2 – chastity – sexual purity – Sexual desires are a natural part of our being and God wants us to enjoy the sexual part of marriage – with our spouse and only our spouse!
· 3 – children – children are a blessing from the Lord.  The Lord does not say a couple must have as many children as possible, but the couple should not limit the number of children because of their life style.  Health and financial reasons might be a reason to space or limit the number of children.  One must make sure the methods of birth control used are not abortifaciants (causing an abortion).
· 3. Why do many people regard sex as something “dirty.” Because we are sinners we are tempted with lust and lust can lead to various sexual sins – and some would regard that as “dirty.”  However, sexual relations are a most happy and blessed part of the relation between a husband and a wife.
· 4. Why would gay or lesbian marriages not be approved by God? God talks about this in Leviticus and in Romans 1.  While one might be attracted (sexually and otherwise) to someone of the same sex one must work to avoid following through on those temptations.  Approving of gay or lesbian marriage would be saying that those relationships are all right with God, which they are not.  (If someone is guilty of sin with someone of the same sex there is forgiveness for this sin as with any sin for the repentant sinner.)
· 5. Why do people today seem so afraid of marriage? When people see almost ½ of marriages broken by divorce and the resulting devastation of the family, they might be tempted to turn away from marriage and be satisfied with occasional sexual encounters or a live-in situation. Neither of those solutions are God-pleasing.  Finding a Christian spouse, obtaining good premarital counseling and active participation in a Christian congregation can be ways to avoid some of the pitfalls of marriage failure.
· 6. Having heard what God wants marriage to be what changes need to be made in your attitudes, in your words, and in your life? Various answers.  Lead the student back to what God says about marriage in the Bible.
FURTHER APPLICATION

· Read Genesis 24:62-67
· 62 By that time Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi. He was living in the Negev Desert. 63 One evening he went out to the field. He wanted to spend some time thinking. When he looked up, he saw camels approaching. 64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel. 65 She asked the servant, "Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?" "He's my master," the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered her face. 66 Then the servant told Isaac everything he had done. 67 Isaac brought Rebekah into the tent that had belonged to his mother Sarah. And he married Rebekah. She became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother died. 
· 1. What was special about the way Isaac treated Rebekah? He trusted the culture of his time (arranged marriage) and immediately became totally committed to her. That total commitment became love.  He also didn’t live with her until they were married.
· 2. How did Rebekah show respect for Isaac when she first met him? In accord with the culture of the time she covered her face with her veil and accepted him as her husband.
· 3. Some cultures have arranged marriages like that of Isaac and Rebekah. What are some positives and negatives about that practice? Parents (who have been involved with their children) do know their children – strengths and weaknesses. They can look for a spouse for their child that will complement that child and bring strength to the relationship where the child is weak.  The children must totally accept the practice and come into the marriage with the commitment that they will love one another and that the commitment is for life – under all circumstances.  Because we have grown up in another culture (independent dating, children living far from parents as young adults, etc.) it is unrealistic to think that it would work in our society today.
CLOSING PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help me understand the wonderful blessings of a godly marriage and the way that you want me to handle my sexual desires.  Help me to find that special person to be my spouse, or to maintain my marriage.  Help me avoid the many sexual temptations that are all around us in today’s world.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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