BIBLE STUDY – CHRIST’S SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 1
The Blessed Children of God – Matthew 5:1-16
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OPENING PRAYER:  O Lord, we thank you for revealing yourself to us in your holy Word.  Send your Holy Spirit to open our hearts and open our understanding that we not only know you as Lord and Savior but that we also live as your children every day of our lives.  In your name we ask it.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The Sermon on the Mount was directed primarily to his disciples (and thus to us as his believers today). (Verses 1-2:  1 Jesus saw the crowds. So he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to teach them.)  The first sixteen verses of this chapter serve as an introduction to the entire sermon. In this first section he describes certain characteristics that mark the children of God.  These are characteristics that should show us as children of God today.

JESUS GIVES BLESSINGS (The Beatitudes) – Matthew 5:1-12
The Poor in Spirit

Read 5:3:  He said, 3 "Blessed are those who are spiritually needy. The kingdom of heaven belongs to them. 
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What is the difference between those who are “spiritually needy” and those who appear to have a feeling of inferiority?

2. How does being “spiritually needy” encourage a life of daily repentance?

Those Who Mourn

Read 5:4: Blessed are those who are sad. They will be comforted. 
Every type of sadness is meant, including sadness and sorrow over one’s sins.  The comfort can be found only at Calvary, in the death and resurrection of Jesus.

3. What is the difference in sadness between a Christian and an unbeliever?

4. If a Christian cries at times of sadness does that reveal a weakness in faith?

The Meek

Read 5:5: Blessed are those who are free of pride. They will be given the earth. 
A person with sinful pride would say, “I know what I want and I will assert myself in whatever way necessary to get it.”  The gentle person, free of pride, understands God’s gifts and the right use of them.

5. How did Jesus show himself free of pride during his earthly ministry?

6. According to the world’s standards what is “success?”

7. What will make you successful in life?
Those Who Live a Holy Life

Read 5:6: Blessed are those who are hungry and thirsty for what is right. They will be filled. 
“What is right” is living the way God would have us live.  We should be eager (hungry) to do just that.

8. Where does the power and motivation come from to live this kind of a life?

9. Can a person who is not a Christian live a “right” life?  

The Merciful

Read 5:7: Blessed are those who show mercy. They will be shown mercy. 
Webster says mercy is “refraining from harming … enemies, kindness in excess of what may be expected, kind or compassionate treatment.”  The opposite would be “cruelty.”

10. In your present circumstance, what opportunities do you have to show mercy to someone?

The Pure in Heart
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Read 5:8: Blessed are those whose hearts are pure. They will see God. 
One person said, “The person who is pure in heart is one who is watching and pondering what God says and replacing his own ideas with the Word of God.”  A person who is pure in heart will seek to live according to God’s Word.  The situation does not determine if something is right or wrong, but God’s Word makes the determination.
We cannot see God face to face but we can seem him through the eyes of faith.  When we get to heaven then we will see him face to face in the fullness of his glory.

11. How can we know whether our ideas and life style are all right with God?

12. How have the world’s standards of morality changed in recent years?

13. How have God’s standards of morality changed to conform to the world?

The Peacemakers

Read 5:9: Blessed are those who make peace. They will be called sons of God.
Jesus wants us to make every effort to keep peace in our homes, in our country, and  between nations.  We will find that peace only when we have found real peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
14. Should a Christian be a “pacifist?” 

15. What is the authority of the government when comes to war?

The Persecuted

Read 5:10-12: 10 Blessed are those who suffer for doing what is right. The kingdom of heaven belongs to them. 11 "Blessed are you when people make fun of you and hurt you because of me. You are also blessed when they tell all kinds of evil lies about you because of me. 12 Be joyful and glad. Your reward in heaven is great. In the same way, people hurt the prophets who lived long ago.
People are persecuted for many reasons.  Here Jesus is talking about the persecution we may have to endure because we are Christians.

16. What kind of persecution might you have to endure because you are a Christian?

17. How might you handle persecution when it comes to you?

THE QUALITIES OF THE LORD’S BLESSED CHILDREN – Matthew 5:13-16

They Are Like Preserving Salt

Read 5:13: "You are the salt of the earth. But suppose the salt loses its saltiness. How can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything. It will be thrown out. People will walk all over it.”
Today we use salt to make our food taste better.  In Jesus’ day it was most often used as a preservative.  If salt were no longer salty it would not preserve the food and it would rot and decay.  We are “no longer good for anything” if we are not living and sharing our Christian faith.

18. In what way are Christians the salt of the earth?

19. When does a Christian lose his/her saltiness?
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They Are Like A Visible Light

Read 5:14-16:  14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill can't be hidden. 15 Also, people do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 "In the same way, let your light shine in front of others. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will praise your Father who is in heaven.
Jesus also tells us (John 8:12) that he is the Light of the world.  Only because of his “light” in us can we be light to others.  Faith in him makes us his lights.  Our works show that faith as we glorify him with our lives.
20. How can you be a “better” light to those around you?

21. What has this lesson taught you about your daily life?
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