BIBLE STUDY – CHRIST’S SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 2
Jesus’ Review of God’s Law – Matthew 5:17-37
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OPENING PRAYER:  O Lord, we thank you for revealing yourself to us in your holy Word.  Send your Holy Spirit to open our hearts and open our understanding that we not only know you as Lord and Savior but that we also live as your children every day of our lives.  In your name we ask it.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The Sermon on the Mount was directed primarily to his disciples (and thus to us as his believers today). (Verses 1-2:  1 Jesus saw the crowds. So he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to teach them.)  As we study Jesus’ Sermon the Mount we must remember that we are not made right with God by our keeping the law, but through the grace of God in Christ Jesus.  The law serves to show us our sin, to stop outbreaks of sin, and as a guide for the Christian.  In this portion of the sermon Jesus explains the spiritual content of God’s law to help us see that his law is unchangeable and still guides us in our daily life today.
JESUS GIVES FULL MEANING TO THE LAW – Matthew 5:17-20

Jesus’ Preaching of the Law

Read 5:17-18: 17 "Do not think I have come to get rid of what is written in the Law or in the Prophets. I have not come to do that. Instead, I have come to give full meaning to what is written. 18 What I'm about to tell you is true. Heaven and earth will disappear before the smallest letter disappears from the Law. Not even the smallest stroke of a pen will disappear from the Law until everything is completed.
By the Law Jesus here means all of the Old Testament scriptures. Jesus fulfilled the law perfectly for us as our substitute because we could never do it.
1. What commandments of God do people today not want to hear or follow?
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Read 5:19-20: 19 "Do not break even one of the least important commandments. And do not teach others to break them. If you do, you will be called the least important person in the kingdom of heaven. Instead, practice and teach these commands. Then you will be called important in the kingdom of heaven. 20 "Here is what I tell you. You must be more godly than the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. If you are not, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
The Pharisees strove to keep God’s Law outwardly (“the letter”) but they were not concerned about the attitude (“the spirit”) of the Law.
2. How does God want us to keep his commandments?

JESUS EXPLAINS “YOU SHALL NOT MURDER” – Matthew 5:21-26

The Broad Stroke of This Commandment
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Read 5:21-22:  21 "You have heard what was said to people who lived long ago. They were told, 'Do not commit murder.—(Exodus 20:13) Anyone who murders will be judged for it.' 22 But here is what I tell you. Do not be angry with your brother. Anyone who is angry with his brother will be judged. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' must stand trial in the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire in hell.
The Aramaic word, “raca,” means “empty head,” and the senseless use of the word “fool” implies contempt for another person and incurs the danger of hellfire.
3. How can the Christian justify capital punishment if God says, “Do not commit murder?”

4. Who has the authority on earth to take a human life?

Reconciling With an Offended Person

Read 5:23-26: 23 "Suppose you are offering your gift at the altar. And you remember that your brother has something against you. 24 Leave your gift in front of the altar. First go and make peace with your brother. Then come back and offer your gift. 25 "Suppose someone has a claim against you and is taking you to court. Settle the matter quickly. Do it while you are still with him on your way. If you don't, he may hand you over to the judge. The judge may hand you over to the officer. And you may be thrown into prison. 26 What I'm about to tell you is true. You will not get out until you have paid the very last penny!
We will never have a pure relationship with our Lord and Savior if we have a faulty relationship with our neighbor.  We need to reconcile with those we have offended and sinned against.
5. Who has the potential for committing murder?
6. What should we do if our neighbor refuses reconciliation?

JESUS EXPLAINS, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY” – Matthew 5:27-32

The Scope of Unfaithfulness and Adultery
Read 5:27-28: 27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.'—(Exodus 20:14) 28 But here is what I tell you. Do not even look at a woman in the wrong way. Anyone who does has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
The Lord shows that the breaking of his commandments is not just in the outward act but begins already in the heart.  A sinful desire in the heart can lead to a sinful act.
7. What should set the standard of morality for us?

8. What happens to a society that relaxes and even abandons moral values?

Combating Sinful Desires

Read 5:29-30: 29 "If your right eye causes you to sin, poke it out and throw it away. Your eye is only one part of your body. It is better to lose it than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 "If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. Your hand is only one part of your body. It is better to lose it than for your whole body to go into hell.
Jesus is not saying we should dismember ourselves! He is telling us to repent of those evil things in our life and with his strength and help change the way we think and act.  We need to do this daily!
9. What is the only effective way to combat the many forms of immorality that confront you as an individual?
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What God Says About Divorce

Read 5:31-32: 31 "It has been said, 'Suppose a man divorces his wife. If he does, he must give her a letter of divorce.'—(Deuteronomy 24:1) 32 But here is what I tell you. Anyone who divorces his wife causes her to commit adultery. And anyone who gets married to the divorced woman commits adultery. A man may divorce his wife only if she has not been faithful to him.
The wording here may be misleading.  Jesus is not saying that a divorced woman would commit adultery by remarrying.  Rather he is saying that a man makes it appear as if she is an adulteress and if she were to remarry it would look as if the man who married her is also guilty of adultery.  When a marriage is broken by divorce for reasons the Bible allows (adultery and malicious desertion) the innocent party is free to marry and does not carry the stigma of adultery.
10. How should the Christian view the many grounds for divorce approved and accepted by our government?

JESUS EXPLAINS “YOU SHALL NOT MISUSE THE NAME OF THE LORD YOUR GOD” – Matthew 5:33-37

Read 5:33-37:  33 "Again, you have heard what was said to your people long ago. They were told, 'Do not break the promises you make to the Lord. Keep the oaths you have made to him.' 34 But here is what I tell you. Do not make any promises like that at all. Do not make them in the name of heaven. That is God's throne. 35 Do not make them in the name of the earth. That is the stool for God's feet. Do not make them in the name of Jerusalem. That is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not take an oath in the name of your head. You can't make even one hair white or black. 37 "Just let your 'Yes' mean 'Yes.' Let your 'No' mean 'No.' Anything more than this comes from the evil one.[image: image5.jpg]



It should not be necessary for us to “strengthen” our words by speaking an oath. It is this frivolous kind of swearing that was common among the Jews of Jesus’ day that he is condemning.

11. Should a Christian object when he/she is asked to swear in a court of law?  Why or why not?

12. What is the difference between swearing and cursing?

13. What kind of expressions of “swearing” do you hear today?

14. What lessons have you learned from this Bible study?
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