BIBLE STUDY – CHRIST’S SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 3
The Law of Love and the Enemy – Matthew 5:38-48
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OPENING PRAYER:  O Lord, we thank you for revealing yourself to us in your holy Word.  Send your Holy Spirit to open our hearts and open our understanding that we not only know you as Lord and Savior but that we also live as your children every day of our lives.  In your name we ask it.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The Sermon on the Mount was directed primarily to his disciples (and thus to us as his believers today). (Matthew 5:1-2:  1 Jesus saw the crowds. So he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to teach them.)  As we study Jesus’ Sermon the Mount we must remember that we are not made right with God by our keeping the law, but through the grace of God in Christ Jesus.  The law serves to show us our sin, to stop outbreaks of sin, and as a guide for the Christian.  In this portion of the sermon Jesus explains the law of love and its place in the life of the Christian, especially when we are provoked and want to get revenge.
JESUS HELPS US BE KIND TO OTHERS – Matthew 5:38-42
Jesus Forbids Retaliation
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Read 5:38-39:  38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye must be put out for an eye. A tooth must be knocked out for a tooth.'—(Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy 19:21) 39 But here is what I tell you. Do not fight against an evil person. "Suppose someone hits you on your right cheek. Turn your other cheek to him also.
The Lord is not telling us to take the law into our own hands.  This is the responsibility of those responsible for preserving law and order (government).

1. Do you have a right to defend yourself if you are abused or attacked? Explain your answer.

Read 5:40: Suppose someone takes you to court to get your shirt. Let him have your coat also.
The Lord is not saying that we should never take another person to court. He is saying that the higher law of love should prevail that we can calmly and humbly accept loss, if necessary.

2. Under what circumstances might you take another person to court and sue them?
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3. If you are involved in an accident and the other person is at fault should you try to get the maximum you can from that person’s insurance company? Explain your answer.
Read 5:41-42: 41 Suppose someone forces you to go one mile. Go two miles with him.  42 "Give to the one who asks you for something. Don't turn away from the one who wants to borrow something from you.
Christ’s love for us compels us to do even more than is required of us.  We should be ready to help others who have needs.

4. What limitations would you suggest if someone wanted to borrow something from you?

5. When would Christian love demand that you refuse someone who is seeking your help?

 Jesus Says We are to Love even our Enemies

Read 5:43-45:  43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor.—(Leviticus 19:18) Hate your enemy.' 44 But here is what I tell you. Love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt you. 45 Then you will be sons of your Father who is in heaven. "He causes his sun to shine on evil people and good people. He sends rain on those who do right and those who don't. 

It is not too hard to love someone we like.  Jesus says we are to love all people, even those who are our enemies.  We can do this only through faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  We are to show a love that does not demand but is willing to give.

6. How do you explain Jesus’ words in the light of Psalm 139:21-22: 21 Lord, I really hate those who hate you! I really hate those who rise up against you! 22 I have nothing but hatred for them. I consider them to be my enemies. 
Read 5:46-48:  46 "If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Even the tax collectors do that. 47 If you greet only your own people, what more are you doing than others? Even people who are ungodly do that. 48 So be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
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God expects us to show love to others even if they are not showing love to us. Our neighbor in the Bible sense is every other human being. We can never show that kind of perfect love but Christ’s love for us declares us perfect in the eyes of our heavenly Father. That perfection is ours through faith, not by our works.

7. Why do people tend to feel more comfortable with people of their own race or culture than with others?

8. How would you explain to another person that in God’s eyes you are perfect?

9. What have you learned from this lesson on Christian love?
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