TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES

(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)

Part 8 – The Seventh Commandment

You shall not steal.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor’s money or property or get it by dishonest dealing, but help him to improve and protect his property and means of income.
INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – O Lord, you are the Giver of all good gifts that we can use for ourselves, for others and for your glory.  Help us to better appreciate those gifts and use them in a way that is pleasing to you.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
· The Lord entrusted man with his creation when he told Adam (Genesis 1 & 2) to subdue the earth and have dominion over every living thing.  God made us, the human race, caretakers of his creation.

· How well have we done in taking care of the creation God has given us?  In the Seventh Commandment we see what is pleasing to God in regard to our and our neighbor’s money and property.

GOD MAKES US HIS CARETAKERS ACCORDING TO THIS COMMANDMENT.

· Our God gives us everything we have.

· Job 1:22: In spite of everything, Job didn't sin by blaming God for doing anything wrong.
1. Why should we not be jealous of others who have more than we have? We don’t know why God gives more to some than to others.  Whatever God gives we are to use and to be good stewards.  Those who have more have more responsibility toward God and toward others.
· Our God blesses the work we do.
· Genesis 3:17-19: 17 The Lord God said to Adam, "You listened to your wife. You ate the fruit of the tree that I commanded you about. I said, 'You must not eat its fruit.' "So I am putting a curse on the ground because of what you did. All the days of your life you will have to work hard to get food from the ground. 18 You will eat the plants of the field, even though the ground produces thorns and thistles. 19 You will have to work hard and sweat a lot to produce the food you eat. You were made out of the ground. And you will return to it. You are dust. So you will return to it."
2. Why do we have to work hard to get enough food to eat? Because of sin in the world work is no longer enjoyable.  Working is not the result of sin.  The fact that work is not always enjoyable – that is the result of sin.
· Psalm 128:2: Your work will give you what you need. Blessings and good things will come to you.
3. What should be our attitude toward our work? We should look at being able to work as a blessing of God and an opportunity to serve God and other people.
· 2 Thessalonians 3:10: Even when we were with you, we gave you a rule. We said, "Anyone who will not work will not eat."
4. What is the danger when no one wants to work but everyone wants to eat? God does not promise to bless us if we do not work for what we need.  If someone cannot work (health, etc.) that is certainly understandable but to deliberately not work and depend on others (e.g., government) is sinful.  If no one would work we could not live!
GOD WANTS US TO BE FAITHFUL CARETAKES ACCORDING TO THIS COMMANDMENT.

· By using our goods to provide for ourselves and our families.

· 1 Timothy 5:8: Everyone should provide for his own relatives. Most of all, everyone should take care of his own family. If he doesn't, he has left the faith. He is worse than someone who doesn't believe.
5. What responsibility do we have to our aging parents? We are to see that they are taken care of.  Today there are government programs and senior living centers that assist in this but Christians still have the ultimate responsibility for this.
· By using our goods to help those who are in need.

· Proverbs 19:7: A poor person is avoided by his whole family. His friends avoid him even more. The poor person runs after them to beg. But he can't find them.
6. What is our responsibility to those who are less fortunate than we? We need to help those who are less fortunate in the manner and to the extent that God has blessed us.
· 1 John 3:17: Suppose someone sees a brother or sister in need and is able to help them. If he doesn't take pity on them, how can the love of God be in him?
7. What opportunities do we have to help those who have special needs?  We can support worthy charitable endeavors and we can volunteer to assist in those programs.
· By using our goods to pay our taxes.

· Matthew 22:15-22:  15 The Pharisees went out. They made plans to trap Jesus with his own words. 16 They sent their followers to him. They sent the Herodians with them. "Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of honor. You teach the way of God truthfully. You don't let others tell you what to do or say. You don't care how important they are. 17 Tell us then, what do you think? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" 18 But Jesus knew their evil plans. He said, "You pretenders! Why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin people use for paying the tax." They brought him a silver coin. 20 He asked them, "Whose picture is this? And whose words?"  21 "Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar. And give to God what belongs to God." 22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

8. How does God bless us through the taxes we pay? Because of taxes we have roads, parks, medical services, protection from our enemies, help for those with special needs, etc.
· By using our goods to support the work of the church.

· Mark 12:41-44:  41 Jesus sat down across from the place where people put their temple offerings. He watched the crowd putting their money into the offering boxes. Many rich people threw large amounts into them. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins. They were worth much less than a penny. 43 Jesus asked his disciples to come to him. He said, "What I'm about to tell you is true. That poor widow has put more into the offering box than all the others. 44 They all gave a lot because they are rich. But she gave even though she is poor. She put in everything she had. She gave all she had to live on." 

9. What should move us to support the church and how much should a person give? We should return to God through the church a portion of what he has given us.  In the Old Testament there was a requirement of 10%.  There is no such rule in the New Testament but it is a good guideline to follow.
· Galatians 6:6-7:  6 Those who are taught the word must share all good things with their teacher.  7 Don't be fooled. You can't outsmart God. A man gathers a crop from what he plants.

10. How are pastors and Christian teachers supported today? Usually by the churches or schools they serve.  Some pastors have other jobs to supplement their incomes but if a pastor is serving full time he should be compensated in accord with his abilities and training and in accord with the living standards of the people he is serving.
· 1 Corinthians 16:2: On the first day of every week, each of you should put some money away. The amount should be in keeping with how much money you make. Save the money so that you won't have to take up an offering when I come.
11. Why does the Lord encourage regular giving to the church and to other charities? The Lord wants our charitable giving to be a regular part of our faith life not just giving him what happens to be left over at the end of the week.
· By using our gifts to help our neighbor improve and protect his property and means of income.
· Colossians 3:22-23:  22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything. Don't do it just to please them when they are watching you. Obey them with an honest heart. Do it out of respect for the Lord. 23 Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord, not for human masters. 

12. How can we as employees help our employer protect his property and business? We can be honest and put in a full day’s work for a full day’s pay.  We should be responsible and do our job to the best of our God-given ability.  We should look out for the welfare of our employer and not just our own welfare.
GOD PROTECTS OUR OWN AND OUR NEIGHBORS PROPERTY AND GOODS.

· We should not get our neighbor’s property by stealing.

· Ephesians 4:28: Those who have been stealing must never steal again. Instead, they must work. They must do something useful with their own hands. Then they will have something to give to people in need.
13. What different kinds of stealing are there? Include things like robbery, theft, fraud, laziness on the job, failure to pay adequate wages, greediness, and waste.
· We should not get our neighbor’s property by fraud.

· Leviticus 19:35: “'Be honest when you measure lengths, weights or amounts.’”
14. How do stores and businesses sometimes take advantage of the customer? Selling items that are outdated.  Selling packages that contain less than they should. Inferior merchandise.
· Psalm 37:21: Sinful people borrow and don't pay back. But those who are godly give freely to others.
15. Why is failure to pay back a loan a form of stealing? It is taking money from the person who loaned it to us.
GOD ALONE CAN GIVE US THE RIGHT ATTITUDE OF THE HEART TO BE HIS CARETAKERS.

· He teaches us the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

· 2 Corinthians 8:9: You know the grace shown by our Lord Jesus Christ. Even though he was rich, he became poor to help you. Because he became poor, you can become rich.
16. What kind of riches do we have through Jesus Christ? The greatest riches are the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  All the other things we have are a gift from him.  Just think how much more than just our “needs” God has given us.  He has given us so many of our “wants” as well.
· He encourages us to be content.

· 1 Timothy 6:6-10:  6 You gain a lot when you live a godly life. But you must be happy with what you have. 7 We didn't bring anything into the world. We can't take anything out of it. 8 If we have food and clothing, we will be happy with that. 9 People who want to get rich are tempted. They fall into a trap. They are tripped up by wanting many foolish and harmful things. Those who live like that are dragged down by what they do. They are destroyed and die. 10 Love for money causes all kinds of evil. Some people want to get rich. They have wandered away from the faith. They have wounded themselves with many sorrows.

17. Explain Paul’s words, “Love for money causes all kinds of evil.” Money is a gift of God. If money becomes our God then we are moved by greediness and selfishness and not by love for the God who loved us and gave his Son for us.
· Hebrews 13:5: But I trust in your faithful love. My heart is filled with joy because you will save me.
18. Why can our hearts be filled with joy even if we are poor and needy? Our God has never failed to take care of our basic needs – even in prison! As Christians we can find joy in knowing that our Lord will continue to do that as long as we live.
· He alone gives us true Christian love.

· 1 Corinthians 13:5: It (love) is not rude. It does not look out for its own interests. It does not easily become angry. It does not keep track of other people's wrongs.
19. How can we show love in dealing with our possessions? We can thank God for his blessings, use them for the welfare of God, our families and ourselves, and be willing to share with those who are less fortunate than we.
OUR RESPONSE
· Even as Christians we have to realize that we are often very selfish with the things our God has given us.  We need God’s grace to move us from selfishness to selflessness.  May we be filled with true Christian love!
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