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Part 1 – The Law of God

INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – O Lord, I recognize that you have given us your law for a good purpose. Send your Holy Spirit that I might see what the law does and what the law does not do that trusting in you I might have forgiveness and salvation through faith in Jesus Christ alone without the deeds of the law.  In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
· Do you get tired of rules?  Do you wish there were no rules that you would have to follow?  Why do we have rules in the world?  What happens when people don’t follow the rules?

· Our Lord has given us his “rules.”  We call them the Ten Commandments. Those commandments were given by God for three purposes:

· To show us our sin and how far we have fallen away from our God;

· To stop outbreaks of sin and keep order in the sinful world; and, 

· To guide the Christian in living a god-pleasing life.
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· Romans 7:7: What should we say then? That the law is sin? Not at all! I wouldn't have known what sin was unless the law had told me. The law said, "Do not want what belongs to other people."—(Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21) If the law hadn't said that, I would not have known what it was like to want what belonged to others.
2. What kinds of things that belong to others might we want for ourselves?

· Luke 18:13: "But the tax collector stood not very far away. He would not even look up to heaven. He beat his chest and said, 'God, have mercy on me. I am a sinner.'”
3. To whom did the tax collector go for forgiveness?

4. To whom can we go for forgiveness?

· The Law curbs sin.
· Psalm 119:120: My body trembles because I have respect for you. I have great respect for your laws.
5. Why are we usually afraid when we do something wrong (sin)?

6. What do we deserve because of our sin?

· 1 Timothy 1:9: We also know that the law isn't made for godly people. It is made for those who break the law. It is for those who refuse to obey. It is for ungodly and sinful people. It is for those who aren't holy and who don't believe. It is for those who kill their fathers or mothers. It is for murderers.
7. Why is God’s law for you?
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· Psalm 119:32: I am quick to follow your commands, because you have set my heart free.
9. Who gives us the power to follow God’s law?

WHAT THE LAW DOES NOT DO—

· The Law never changes.

· Matthew 5:17: "Do not think I have come to get rid of what is written in the Law or in the Prophets. I have not come to do that. Instead, I have come to give full meaning to what is written.”
10. How did Jesus fulfill God’s law?
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· The Law does not save us.
· Romans 3:20: So it can't be said that anyone will be made right with God by obeying the law. Not at all! The law makes us more aware of our sin.
12. Why are we not forgiven by keeping the law of God?

· Ephesians 2:8-9: 8 God's grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation doesn't come from anything you do. It is God's gift. 9 It is not based on anything you have done. No one can brag about earning it.
13. Why can we be certain that we have forgiveness and are saved eternally?

· The Law does not give us the strength for godly living.
· Romans 7:18-19: 18 I know there is nothing good in my sinful nature. I want to do what is good, but I can't. 19 I don't do the good things I want to do. I keep on doing the evil things I don't want to do.
14. Are there things you are willing to share that you did and you knew they were wrong when you were doing them?

· 2 Corinthians 3:6: He has given us the power to serve under a new covenant. The covenant is not based on the written Law of Moses. It comes from the Holy Spirit. The written Law kills, but the Spirit gives life.
15. How does the Holy Spirit give you power to overcome ungodly living?
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OUR RESPONSE

· God gave his commandments to us out of love.
· Exodus 20:2: "I am the LORD your God. I brought you out of Egypt. That is the land where you were slaves.”
· We should respond in love, with glad, willing hearts, desiring to keep his commandments.
· 1 John 4:19: We love because he loved us first.
16. How will you show your love to others around you?
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GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES


 (An Eleven Part Bible Study


on the Ten Commandments)








WHAT THE LAW DOES—


The Law condemns us.


Romans 3:20: So it can't be said that anyone will be made right with God by obeying the law. Not at all! The law makes us more aware of our sin.


What does the law show us?








The Law guides us.


Psalm 119:105: Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. It is like a light that guides me.


Why do we need God’s law to guide us?








Matthew 5:18: “What I'm about to tell you is true. Heaven and earth will disappear before the smallest letter disappears from the Law. Not even the smallest stroke of a pen will disappear from the Law until everything is completed.”


 What will never change?
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