TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES
(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)

Part 1 – The Law of God

Note to teacher:  The Reformed churches number the commandments differently than do the Roman Catholics and Lutherans.  Their first two commandments deal with idolatry while we have one; they have one commandment on coveting while we have two.  The Bible does not say just where the division should be made.  In the end all of the material is covered in the Ten Commandments regardless of where the division is made.

INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – O Lord, I recognize that you have given us your law for a good purpose. Send your Holy Spirit that I might see what the law does and what the law does not do that trusting in you I might have forgiveness and salvation through faith in Jesus Christ without the deeds of the law.  In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
· Do you get tired of rules?  Do you wish there were no rules that you would have to follow?  Why do we have rules in the world?  What happens when people don’t follow the rules? Discuss the chaos there would be in the world – or even in jail – if there were no rules.  Use the example of driving on the highway with no rules.
· Our Lord has given us his “rules.”  We call them the Ten Commandments. Those commandments were given by God for three purposes:

· To show us our sin and how far we have fallen away from our God; the law as a mirror – it shows us as we really are.
· To stop outbreaks of sin and keep order in the sinful world; the law as a curb – when a child runs in the road after Mom has said, “Stay on the curb,” the child realizes it immediately and runs back to the curb wondering if Mom has seen him. and, 

· To guide the Christian in living a god-pleasing life. the law guides us much as a ruler helps us draw a straighter line than we could draw ourselves.
WHAT THE LAW DOES—

· The Law condemns us.

· Romans 3:20: So it can't be said that anyone will be made right with God by obeying the law. Not at all! The law makes us more aware of our sin.
1. What does the show us?

It shows our sin.
· Romans 7:7: What should we say then? That the law is sin? Not at all! I wouldn't have known what sin was unless the law had told me. The law said, "Do not want what belongs to other people."—(Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21) If the law hadn't said that, I would not have known what it was like to want what belonged to others.
2. What kinds of things that belong to others might we want for ourselves?

Answers vary. Perhaps drugs, a gun, sneakers, a jacket, etc. That “wanting” or coveting leads to sin, perhaps the sin of stealing.
· Luke 18:13: "But the tax collector stood not very far away. He would not even look up to heaven. He beat his chest and said, 'God, have mercy on me. I am a sinner.'”
3. To whom did the tax collector go for forgiveness?

He asked God for forgiveness.
4. To whom can we go for forgiveness?

We also go to our God through faith in Jesus as our Savior.  He forgives fully and completely even if others do not.  (While God forgives immediately and completely, often there are earthly consequences because of our sin – jail?)
· The Law curbs sin.
· Psalm 119:120: My body trembles because I have respect for you. I have great respect for your laws.
5. Why are we usually afraid when we do something wrong (sin)?

The law was put in our hearts already at creation so there is automatically a sense of wrong even if we didn’t specifically know the Ten Commandments.
6. What do we deserve because of our sin?

We deserve God’s punishment – eternal separation from him in the fires of hell!
· 1 Timothy 1:9: We also know that the law isn't made for godly people. It is made for those who break the law. It is for those who refuse to obey. It is for ungodly and sinful people. It is for those who aren't holy and who don't believe. It is for those who kill their fathers or mothers. It is for murderers.
7. Why is God’s law for you?

All of us have sinned and deserved God’s punishment even if we did not commit a sin that resulted in incarceration.  We all need to be led to repentance for those sins, big and small, caught or not caught!
· The Law guides us.
· Psalm 119:105: Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. It is like a light that guides me.
8. Why do we need God’s law to guide us?

Because we are still sinners we might not clearly know what is pleasing to God. His Word makes that clear to us.
· Psalm 119:32: I am quick to follow your commands, because you have set my heart free.
9. Who gives us the power to follow God’s law?

The power comes from the Holy Spirit who works through the Word (and the sacraments).
WHAT THE LAW DOES NOT DO—

· The Law never changes.

· Matthew 5:17: "Do not think I have come to get rid of what is written in the Law or in the Prophets. I have not come to do that. Instead, I have come to give full meaning to what is written.”
10. How did Jesus fulfill God’s law?

He kept God’s law perfectly – for us, as our substitute. He never sinned once in thought, word or by his actions.
· Matthew 5:18: “What I'm about to tell you is true. Heaven and earth will disappear before the smallest letter disappears from the Law. Not even the smallest stroke of a pen will disappear from the Law until everything is completed.”
11. What will never change?

God’s law will never change.  He will never change the requirement that for forgiveness that law must be kept perfectly.
· The Law does not save us.
· Romans 3:20: So it can't be said that anyone will be made right with God by obeying the law. Not at all! The law makes us more aware of our sin.
12. Why are we not forgiven by keeping the law of God?

None of us could ever keep the law of God perfectly.
· Ephesians 2:8-9: 8 God's grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation doesn't come from anything you do. It is God's gift. 9 It is not based on anything you have done. No one can brag about earning it.
13. Why can we be certain that we have forgiveness and are saved eternally?

Because it is God’s gift to us through his perfect Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
· The Law does not give us the strength for godly living.
· Romans 7:18-19: 18 I know there is nothing good in my sinful nature. I want to do what is good, but I can't. 19 I don't do the good things I want to do. I keep on doing the evil things I don't want to do.
14. Are there things you are willing to share that you did and you knew they were wrong when you were doing them?

Various answers. E.g., stealing a car – one knows it is wrong and shows that as he tries to outrun the police!
· 2 Corinthians 3:6: He has given us the power to serve under a new covenant. The covenant is not based on the written Law of Moses. It comes from the Holy Spirit. The written Law kills, but the Spirit gives life.
15. How does the Holy Spirit give you power to overcome ungodly living?
The Spirit works through the Word (and sacraments).  As we use the Word, believe it and apply it, the Spirit is at work to give us power to live a God pleasing life.
OUR RESPONSE

· God gave his commandments to us out of love.
· Exodus 20:2: "I am the LORD your God. I brought you out of Egypt. That is the land where you were slaves.”
· We should respond in love, with glad, willing hearts, desiring to keep his commandments.
· 1 John 4:19: We love because he loved us first.
16. How will you show your love to others around you?

Various answers.  We will be honest, loving, forgiving, believable, etc.
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