TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES

(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)

Part 10 – The Ninth and Tenth Commandments
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house or obtain it by a show of right, but do all we can to help him keep it.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his workers or his animals or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not force or entice away from our neighbor his spouse, workers or animals, but urge them to stay and do their duty.

INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – Lord God, heavenly Father, hear our prayer!  We come to you in repentance over all of our sins, especially the sins of wanting something that is not ours and scheming to get it.  Assure us again of your love and your forgiveness through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen.
· How well have you kept the commandments of God?  Have you done a relatively good job of trying to keep on the straight and narrow?  Are there one or two commandments that cause you more difficulty than the others?  There is still one more important point the Lord brings to us in these two commandments, the sin of coveting. Note: No one has kept the commandments perfectly and even if we were to keep most of them the Bible says if we break one we break all.  E.g., A bb hole in window glass is very small the only way to repair it is to replace the whole window. Many people look only at the outward keeping of the commandments.  Here the Lord wants us to see that he is also concerned about our thoughts and desires and we are responsible to him for those as well.
· Our God wants us to realize that we are responsible not only for our sinful words and actions, but also our sinful thoughts.  Yes, in God’s eyes even those sinful thoughts are a breaking of his commandments.
WHAT GOD FORBIDS IN THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS

· God forbids coveting – having a sinful desire for anything that belongs to our neighbor.

· Exodus 20:17: "Do not long for anything that belongs to your neighbor. Do not long for your neighbor's house, wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey."
1. What kind of things might we be tempted to covet today? Your neighbor’s
ipod, his sneakers, his cell phone, his car, his jacket, etc…
· God forbids sins which coveting tempts us to commit.

· 1 Kings 21:1-16: 1 Some time later King Ahab wanted a certain vineyard. It belonged to Naboth from Jezreel. The vineyard was in Jezreel. It was close to the palace of Ahab, the king of Samaria. 2 Ahab said to Naboth, "Let me have your vineyard. It's close to my palace. I want to use it for a vegetable garden. I'll trade you a better vineyard for it. Or, if you prefer, I'll pay you what it's worth." 3 But Naboth replied, "May the Lord keep me from giving you the land my family handed down to me." 4 So Ahab went home. He was angry. He was in a bad mood because of what Naboth from Jezreel had said. He had told him, "I won't give you the land my family handed down to me." So Ahab lay on his bed. He was in a very bad mood. He wouldn't even eat anything. 5 His wife Jezebel came in. She asked him, "Why are you in such a bad mood? Why won't you eat anything?" 6 He answered her, "Because I spoke to Naboth from Jezreel. I said, 'Sell me your vineyard. Or, if you prefer, I'll give you another vineyard in its place.' But he said, 'I won't sell you my vineyard.' " 7 His wife Jezebel said, "Is this how the king of Israel acts? Get up! Eat something! Cheer up. I'll get you the vineyard of Naboth from Jezreel." 8 So she wrote some letters in Ahab's name. She stamped them with his seal. Then she sent them to the elders and nobles who lived in the city where Naboth lived. 9 In those letters she wrote, "Announce a day when people are supposed to go without eating. Have Naboth sit in an important place among the people. 10 But put two worthless and evil men in seats across from him. Have them witness to the fact that he has called down curses on God and the king. Then take him out of the city. Kill him by throwing stones at him."  11 So the elders and nobles who lived in that city did what Jezebel wanted. They did everything she directed in the letters she had written to them. 12 They announced a day of fasting. They had Naboth sit in an important place among the people. 13 Then two worthless and evil men came and sat across from him. They brought charges against Naboth in front of the people. The two men said, "Naboth has called down curses on God and the king." So they took him outside the city. They killed him by throwing stones at him. 14 Then they sent a message to Jezebel. They said, "Naboth is dead. We killed him by throwing stones at him." 15 Jezebel heard that Naboth had been killed. As soon as she heard it, she said to Ahab, "Get up. Take over the vineyard of Naboth from Jezreel. It's the one he wouldn't sell to you. He isn't alive anymore. He's dead." 16 Ahab heard that Naboth was dead. So he got up. He went down to take over Naboth's vineyard.
2. Where does all sinning begin? All sin begins in the heart.  The heart (mind)
conceives it and then it comes out in words and/or actions.  If we can deal with the root cause – the heart and mind – then we have dealt with the words and actions as well.
· Mark 6:17-18: 17 In fact, it was Herod himself who had given orders to arrest John (the Baptist). He had him tied up and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias. She was the wife of Herod's brother Philip. But now Herod was married to her. 18 John had been saying to Herod, "It is against the Law for you to have your brother's wife."
3. What can coveting another person’s spouse lead one to do? One can
undermine the relationship between a husband and wife by drawing away one of them from their partner.  This can lead to adultery and divorce.
4. Why is coveting at the root of all gambling? Why do people gamble?  They
want something for nothing.  Greed (a sin of the mind) is at the root of it.  Why do people buy lottery tickets? To get rich quick!  Most major lottery winners have lost most of the money in the first two years after winning it because they did not know how to handle money and wasted it.
WHAT GOD REQUIRES IN THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS

· God requires only holy desires.

· Leviticus 19:2: "Speak to the whole community of Israel. Tell them, 'Be holy, because I am holy. I am the Lord your God.
5. How can we meet the Lord’s demand to be holy? We cannot!  But Jesus Christ did!  And he did it for us!  Through Spirit worked faith in Jesus as our Savior we are holy in God’s sight in spite of our sins – whether those sins have been few or many, whether they have been minor or serious.
· God requires actions which are prompted by holy desires.

· Genesis 14:13-24: 13 One man escaped. He came and reported everything to Abram. Abram was a Hebrew. He was living near the large trees of Mamre the Amorite. Mamre was a brother of Eshcol and Aner. All of them helped Abram. 14 Abram heard that Lot had been captured. So he called out his 318 trained men. All of them were sons of his servants. They chased the enemy as far as Dan. 15 During the night Abram separated his men into groups. They attacked the enemy and drove them away. They chased them north of Damascus as far as Hobah. 16 Abram took back all of the things the kings had taken. He brought back his nephew Lot and the things Lot owned. He also brought back the women and the other people. 17 After Abram won the battle over Kedorlaomer and the kings who helped him, he returned. The king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh. The Valley of Shaveh was also called the King's Valley. 18 Melchizedek was the king of Jerusalem. He brought out bread and wine. He was the priest of God Most High. 19 He gave a blessing to Abram. He said, "May God Most High bless Abram. May the Creator of heaven and earth bless him. 20 Give praise to God Most High.  He gave your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything. 21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the people. Keep everything else for yourself."  22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the Lord. He is God Most High. He is the Creator of heaven and earth. I have taken an oath. 23 I have said that I won't accept anything that belongs to you. I won't take even a thread or the strap of a sandal. You will never be able to say, 'I made Abram rich.'  24 "I'll accept only what my men have eaten and what belongs to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. Those three men went with me. Let them have their share."
6. What prompts a person like Abraham to take such “risky” action to help another person? He was willing to take the risks because he sincerely wanted the best for his nephew Lot.  Lot was coveting greener pastures and got himself into trouble but his uncle did not give up on him.  Our God does not give up on us!  We need to help others as well when their sinful desires lead them to go against God’s law.
· Genesis 39:8-9:  8 But he said no. "My master has put me in charge," he told her. "Now he doesn't have to worry about anything in the house. He trusts me to take care of everything he owns. 9 "No one in this house is in a higher position than I am. My master hasn't held anything back from me, except you. You are his wife. So how could I do an evil thing like that? How could I sin against God?"
6. Who is to blame if we are tempted to sin and we give in to the temptation? We can blame no on but ourselves!  Even if someone else tempted us we were the ones who gave in to the temptation and are responsible for the consequences. (Note: This is a big problem with many inmates – they always want to blame someone else for their “problem,” but they are responsible for their own actions and cannot blame anyone else.)
OUR RESPONSE

· Our consciences should be sharpened as we gain a deeper understanding of God’s holy and unchanging law.

· Psalm 19:12: Can I know my mistakes? Forgive my hidden faults.
7. What does the psalmist mean by “hidden faults?” There are times when we don’t realize that we have sinned or we may have forgotten about a particular sin.  When we repent and ask God for forgiveness we also ask for forgiveness for those sins we didn’t realize we committed, as well as any sins we have forgotten about.  God forgives ALL sins to the repentant sinner
· Be thankful to God that he not only points out your sin but also guides you to faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of all of your sins and the strength to work at changing those things that need changing in your life!
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